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Abstract

Greater Khorasan, also called the "Cultural Road" or the "Chlorite Road" in the third millennium BC,
was not only the way for the passage of lapis lazuli, turquoise, and chlorite between Jiroft, Central
Asia, and Mesopotamia, but was also considered a factor in the transmission of style, artistic content,
and common symbolic concepts between these civilizations. The representation of the human as an
active agent—engaged in struggle or portrayed as a hero—has long been observed across cultures
worldwide as a means of expressing structures of power. The consolidation of human power aligns
with primordial archetypes of humanity. In the discovered artifacts of the Jiroft civilization, dominant
motifs frequently depict humans engaged in combat. The central issue of this study is to analyze the
structure of power as represented in a selected Jiroft artifact, aiming to demonstrate how power is
attained and consolidated by the human figure through visual composition. This research, through the
purposeful selection of a conical vase from Jiroft, employs a documentary approach and content
analysis method, utilizing Greimas’s semiotic square as an analytical tool. It examines the complex
structure of the artwork by identifying surface-level binaries (top/bottom) and deep-level binaries
(power/weakness), extracting the narrative actions embedded in the composition, and subsequently
analyzing the temporal relationships within the narrative. It is understood that the artist, fully aware of
the visual characteristics and compositional structure, has successfully aligned abstract concepts
related to power with the visual framework of the composition. Both the surface structure and deep
structure of the artwork have been employed to articulate the dynamics of power. The consolidation
of power is synchronized with the narrative actions of the artwork and is achieved through its visual
structure (composition) and formal design. The semantic square model reveals that the consolidation
of power in the human figure occurs through a process involving the overcoming of weakness and the
transition through the intermediate position of non-weakness. The images possess a narrative structure
in which the sequence of events, narrative time, and visual representation are aligned to express the
theme of human power. The artist, guided by the form and compositional structure, has designated a
beginning and an end point for the narrative. This narrative framework reflects both a time preceding
the depicted moment and the internal progression of the story itself.
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Introduction

Greater Khorasan, also called the "Cultural
Road" or the "Chlorite Road" in the third
millennium BC, was not only the way for the
passage of lapis lazuli, turquoise, and chlorite
between  Jiroft, Central  Asia, and
Mesopotamia, but was also considered a factor
in the transmission of style, artistic content,
and common symbolic concepts between these
civilizations. The representation of humans as
active agents, engaged in struggle, or as heroic
figures has long been observed across the
world as a means of expressing power
structures. The consolidation of human power
aligns with primordial human archetypes. In
the discovered artifacts of the Jiroft
civilization, dominant motifs of humans
engaged in combat are also observed. In these
images, the artist, by juxtaposing substance and
meaning, sometimes goes beyond mere
illustration and strives to evoke a distinct
perception—particularly of the active human
agent—in the viewer's mind. The theme of the
heroic or combative human, in mythological
analyses rooted in primordial archetypes, has
consistently regarded the concept of power as
inherently belonging to humankind. In
depictions of battle scenes, the triumph of
humans over various animals serves as a
reminder that such natural portrayals may carry
meanings beyond their surface expression. The
aim of this research is to elucidate the structure
of power represented on a specific artifact
discovered in Jiroft. While it shares similarities
with other regional motifs, it exhibits a more
complex and composite structure. In this
context, the study seeks to demonstrate how
humans attain and consolidate power—going
beyond  symbolic and  mythological
interpretations. This semantic process, through
the interpretation of binaries, oppositions, and
relationships, seeks to answer the following
guestions: How can the semantic and structural
system present in the image depicted on the
conical Jiroft vase explain and consolidate the
concept of power? How do the structures
within the image generate meaning through
signs? And what role does the visual
composition of the artifact play in conveying
its narrative?

Materials / Methods

This research employs a descriptive-analytical
method and document-based data collection,

utilizing Greimas's semiotic square to conduct
a semio-semantics reading of a purposefully
selected artifact from Jiroft’s chlorite stone
vessels. The conical vase features a complex
composite structure depicting a human combat
scene. Initially, the visual structure of the
artifact is analyzed and aligned with its
semantic framework to extract how meaning is
produced and stabilized through relationships
between semantic poles. Subsequently, the
temporal relationships within the artifact’s
narrative are examined to assess their influence
on the semantic dynamics.

Discussion and Findings

In the analysis of the Jiroft conical vase based
on Greimas' semiotic square, the compositional
structure of the vase was first examined,
revealing two distinct approaches employed by
the artist to enter the depicted narrative. One
path begins at the top of the vase, leading
toward the faces of the bulls and the human
engaged in battle with two shakes, ultimately
guiding the viewer’s gaze to the opposite side
of the vase, toward the human figure depicted
at its upper section. The second path begins at
the lower part of the vase, on the opposite side,
guiding the viewer's gaze from the tails of the
bulls toward their faces, continuing in a manner
similar to the first path. Subsequently, within
the surface layer of the artwork, the binary of
top/bottom—aligned  with  the  vase’s
compositional structure—is identified. All
represented objects in the composition,
including the human figure, snakes, bulls at the
base, snakes in the middle section, the human
at the top of the vase holding snakes, as well as
the moon and star, are analyzed and interpreted
based on this binary and the semantic actions
embedded in the surface structure. This surface
structure, through the semantic actions of
struggle, dominance, and defeat, ultimately
leads to the most significant semantic binary in
the underlying layer of the artwork: power
versus weakness. This binary, aligned with the
spatial positioning of top and bottom within the
artwork, establishes a semantic process in
which various depicted objects transition
through different states—power, non-power,
non-weakness, and weakness. Through a
temporally sequenced narrative grounded in
the compositional structure, the artwork not
only presents a story that begins in a primordial
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time but also illustrates the progression and
consolidation of power over humanity.
Conclusions

Given the importance of the cultural road of
Greater Khorasan, known as the "Chlorite
Road,” in transmitting artistic concepts and
themes between Central Asia, the Jiroft and
Mesopotamian civilizations, especially the
appearance of soapstone vessels with motifs
based on the bipolarity of life and death, it is
essential to understand these themes and
narratives in depth. This study, through the
application of the semiotic square, reveals that
the artist skillfully utilized the surface of a
conical vase to convey a profound narrative:
the assertion of absolute human power and the
triumph over all forces. Accordingly, it was
observed that the conical visual form of the
vase was utilized not only to convey the
narrative but also to articulate the concept of
power. Based on the analytical model of the
semiotic square, it can be concluded that the
surface structure and deep structure of the
binaries  of
top/bottom and power/weakness—are aligned.
The placement of the concept of weakness at
the lower part of the vessel corresponds with
the evocation of power, a notion that is
represented by the artist through both the
compositional structure and the upward form
of the conical vase . He positioned the defeated

strong bulls and the entire combat scene at the
lower part of the vase—the widest section—
and, by depicting signs of non-weakness,
namely the vanquished elements (bulls and
snakes), emphasized the significance of the
power attained by the human figure. This
means that within the depicted narrative, the
semantic action of struggle does not position
the human figure as possessing absolute

power—just as the other objects are not
portrayed in a state of absolute weakness.
Rather, through a narrative and semantic
process, the human attains power, and this
meaning becomes firmly established upon him.
In line with the semantic square of
power/weakness, it was observed that although
the ultimate goal is to convey the concept of
human power, the artist skillfully illustrates the
evolutionary process of attaining power,
overcoming weakness, and the relativity of
both concepts through the shifting positions of
the depicted objects. On the other hand, by
placing the human figure at the top and narrow
section of the vessel, the artist not only
enhances its visual appeal but also positions the
figure along the vertical axis and the vessel’s
symmetry—directly above the snakes—in a
way that bestows absolute power upon him,
making this dominance immediately evident at
first glance. An important point in the depiction
of elements is that, despite portraying the
undeniable power of the human figure, the
artist does not neglect narrative representation.
By placing two bulls on either side of this axis
of power and employing visual signs, the artist
invites the viewer to engage with the artwork
and follow its unfolding narrative. Thus, by
depicting the final moment of the narrative, the
artist seemingly guides the viewer back to the
beginning of the story. Through the alignment
of the linear sequence of semantic units,
narrative time, and represented time, a
complete and coherent narrative is visually
constructed. In this sense, the artist has brought
a narrative that began in a time outside the text
into the body of the artwork, and through a
figurative expression aligned with narrative
time, has extended the sequence of events from
beyond the text to the final moment of power
consolidation.
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4. Positive deixis

5. Negative deixis

6. Relationship of Opposition or Contrast
7. Negation

8 Signification

9. Complement

10. Negation

11. Necessitation
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Introduction

The Allah Verdi Khan Dome, a Safavid-era
structure within the shrine of Imam Reza
(A.S.), is renowned for its intricate mosaic
tilework, in which contrasts of color and
form are prominently employed. Jacques
Derrida  (1930-2004),  within  his
deconstructive framework, critiques binary
oppositions in structuralist thought and
emphasizes the inherent ambiguity of
textual meaning, rejecting the notion of a
single fixed interpretation. This study
examines the potential meanings and
chains of signification conveyed by the
contrasting motifs of the dome through a
Derridean lens, with the aim of broadening
the interpretive scope of traditional
ornamentation. The research adopts a
descriptive—analytical approach and relies
on library and archival sources, using
books, digital resources, and photographic
documentation as primary tools. Findings
indicate multiple types of contrast in both
form and color across the dome’s
decorative tile panels; from a Derridean
perspective, these motifs do not signify a
single, stable concept but rather a chain of
interrelated concepts and symbols. Such a
reading expands the range of meanings and
interpretations associated with traditional
decorative motifs and elements.
Keywords: contrast; Allah Verdi Khan
Dome; Derrida; binary oppositions

Introduction

Ornamental motifs on the Allah Verdi
Khan Dome are frequently enclosed within
geometric tile frames whose forms
correspond to their compositional roles on
the dome’s surface. The juxtaposition of
contrasting elements—curvilinear motif
lines versus the angular lines of frames,
together  with pronounced  color
contrasts—is particularly striking. Given
the prevalence of these features,
understanding the principles of repetition
and variation that govern such contrasts is
essential. Binary oppositions constitute a
central concern in Jacques Derrida’s
thought. His critigue of oppositional

structures transformed approaches to
artworks. Structuralists typically ground
the logic of human thought in binary
oppositions. Deconstruction, associated
with Derrida (1930-2004) and emerging in
the 1960s, destabilized many established
concepts, certainties, and presuppositions
by decentering and dismantling assumed
structures and overturning dominant
intellectual frameworks. Derrida identified
the suppression of semantic multiplicity as
a principal reason to reject the metaphysics
of presence, and by undermining
metaphysical assumptions he opened
avenues for novel textual interpretations.

Materials and Methods

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical
methodology. Data were collected through
library and archival research, employing
books, digital resources, and photographic
documentation as primary tools.

Discussion and Findings

Examination of the Allah Verdi Khan
Dome’s mosaic tiles reveals multiple types
of contrast in both form and color. These
contrasts are organized within frame-like
structures that delineate the overall shape
and distinguish each motif from adjacent
forms. The repetition and variation of
contrasting motifs underscore their
decorative significance and conceptual
potential. From a structuralist perspective,
such contrasts function as binary
oppositions and are analyzed semiotically:
the meaning of a sign does not reside solely
within it but emerges through a chain of
relations with other signs. In Derrida’s
post-structuralist reading, however, no
single fixed meaning exists; emphasis is
placed on semantic  multiplicity.
Approaching the dome’s ornamentation
from this standpoint yields a plurality of
concepts, none possessing absolute
certainty or completeness. By rejecting the
primacy of any single, fixed interpretation,
this approach permits the attribution of new
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meanings to previously accepted readings.
In this framework, each conceivable
interpretation accounts for only a portion of
the possible semantic field. Concepts such
as unity within diversity, perfection, the
wheel, the whirling of dervishes, the four
elements, and cosmological doctrines
represent only a subset of the potentially
infinite chain of meanings that these motifs
may evoke. The findings indicate that a
post-structuralist perspective broadens the
range of meanings and interpretations
associated with traditional decorative
motifs.

Conclusions

This study investigated contrast—in both
form and color—within the framed mosaic
tiles of the Allah Verdi Khan Dome.
Various types of contrast, reflecting the

coexistence of divergent elements, are
evident in these motifs. Structuralist
analyses have historically treated such
phenomena as binary oppositions, positing
fixed meanings within cultural signs.
Deconstruction, as advanced by Derrida,
foregrounds  multiplicity and  the
indeterminacy of meaning. Accordingly,
interpreting the dome’s tile motifs is not
confined to a single, stable meaning but
instead opens a chain of meanings that can
extend indefinitely. Guided by Derrida’s
approach, this research avoided restrictive
readings and considered a broader
spectrum of interpretations. The results
demonstrate that a post-structuralist
reading contributes to an expanded
understanding of the concepts and
meanings embedded in traditional motifs
and architectural elements.
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Keywords Abstract
Tree of life, Persian The role of the Tree of Life among many ancient peoples has been sacred, as a
garden, myth, symbolic symbol of life, immortality, and reverence. It is a sign of an evergreen tree that
motif, Qashqai carpet. bears eternal and immortal fruits. The belief in ancient Iranian civilization,
stemming from paradise and in praise of the Tree of Life, the tree of good and evil
Citation in paradise, led to the creation and depiction of the sacred tree on garden carpets
Ravanjoo, A., & Ghaedi and handicraft designs that depicted motifs of trees such as flowering trees,
Bardehi, R. (2025). cypresses, willows, vines, etc. Based on such interpretations, the present

Investigation and Study of ~ qualitative research aims to identify the concepts of the symbolic and
the Mythological Role of mythological motif of the Tree of Life on handicrafts, including Qashaai carpets,
the Tree of Life in Qashqai by using a descriptive-analytical method and using library resources and reputable

Rugs. Greater Khorasan scientific articles to introduce the sacred plant (Tree of Life) on these carpets and
Handicrafts, 3(10), 37-52.  gecorative motifs in other arts. The results of the research indicate that the symbol
of the Tree of Life, whose fruits grant immortality, is considered one of the
immortal motifs that is at the center of the world of Iranian mythology. The Tree
of Life sometimes appears with other tree patterns and is a representation of the
Garden of Eden, and sometimes it is woven as a single tree in the center of the
rug. This symbol in carpets is a reminder of Zoroastrian myths and the concepts
of blessing and fertility. Another reason for depicting this symbol on Iranian
Use your device to scan and handicrafts, carpets, and rugs is the desire for heaven.

read articles online

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/hgj.2026.550945.1050 OPEN#~ ACCESS

URL: https://hgj.imamreza.ac.ir/article 240994.html

@ ® ©Authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights.

* Corresponding Authors


mailto:Ravanjoo.ahmad@gmail.com
mailto:Raziyeh.gh6911@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-8161-9748
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-3414-7617
https://doi.org/10.22034/hgj.2026.550945.1050
https://doi.org/10.22034/hgj.2026.550945.1050
https://hgj.imamreza.ac.ir/article_240994.html
https://hgj.imamreza.ac.ir/article_240994.html
https://hgj.imamreza.ac.ir/article_240994.html

Investigation and Study of the Mythologica...

Ravanjoo and Ghaedi Bardehi (2025)

Introduction

Most Mithraic rituals are based on a
connection with nature, and the
reverence for nature plays a significant
role in them. For example, in beliefs
and faiths, the tree has been a symbol of
eternal life, a symbol of birth, and also
of wisdom and knowledge. The Tree of
Life, in addition to immortality, is a
symbol of vitality and continuity. A
symbol whose roots connect the
underworld and whose branches
connect the heavens together. This
ritualistic element was sacred and
worshiped by most ancient peoples. In
Iran, the Elamite world is full of plant
images, with the tree as its center and
source. In works belonging to Lorestan,
Marlik, Ziwiye, Aryans, Medes,
Achaemenids, and Parthians, we still
see the ritualistic image of the tree. In
the ancient world, the Tree of Life was
not associated with a specific form or
shape. The design and motif of the tree
are widely used in art, industry, and
carpets, and it is one of the most
common decorative motifs in Iranian
handicrafts and hand-woven items. One
of the unique examples of the Tree of
Life in religious communities is the
apple tree from the Gardens of Eden,
which we can mention. Motifs of pine,
cypress, willow, palm, and
pomegranate trees have long been
widely used and continue to be
considered in Iranian carpet designs.
The Fars nomads are large groups of
villagers in Fars province, where the
Qashgai people live alongside seven
other tribes named Baharlu, Nafar,
Basseri, Inalu, Arabs, and Lor. The
Qashgai tribe itself consists of six clans:
Amaleh, Sheshboluki, Farsimadan,
Darrehshuri, Kashkuli-Bozorg, and
Kashkuli-Kuchak. It seems that among
these tribes, the Kashkulis have utilized

traditional motifs such as the Tree of
Life more than other clans. The purpose
of this research is to identify and
introduce the Tree of Life motif in
Qashqai carpets and to investigate the
role and conceptual impact of the Tree
of Life (cosmic) on the production and
spread of this motif in Qashgai carpets.

Materials and Methods

The authors in this research, using a
qualitative approach and a descriptive
method, described and introduced the
myth of the tree in Qashgai hand-woven
textiles, and examined the tree motif
from a formal and conceptual
perspective. The questions and issues
that led to the writing of this article are:
first, the role of the Tree of Life in the
beliefs and culture reflected in Qashqai
carpets. Second, what is the evolution
of the Tree of Life in motifs and hand-
woven  textiles? The  statistical
population of this article refers to
images of Qashgai nomadic carpets
with plant motifs (Tree of Life)
published in art, traditional art, and
handicrafts sources.

Discussion and Findings

Qashqgai carpets, which are called
traditional handwoven rugs in Fars
Province, have  symbolic and
mythological motifs and designs. The
Tree of Life is a symbol that has
appeared in lranian cultures and
religions. This motif embodies the
concepts of immortality and freedom of
the cypress, the imperishability of the
Konar (cedar) tree, the mythical aspect
of the Gaz tree, and beauty, all at once.
The Tree of Life motif has been
common in lranian decorative and
visual arts since ancient times. This
motif is found in all Iranian decorative
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and beauty-centric arts that bestow
elegance and enchantment upon the
viewer. Qashgai carpets have also
utilized the Tree of Life motif as a
mythical symbol of flourishing and
different periods in life. This tree may
appear singly in the center of the carpet
or repeatedly as a motif throughout the
carpet's design. The "Tree of Life"
motif in Qashqai carpets is considered
as a symbol of immortality, stability,
and endurance in life, that representing
life, vitality, and humanity's deep
connection to the nature. Furthermore,
this motif, a symbol of history and
cultural roots, is considered a as
reminder of the eternal and the mythical
Persian garden. Therefore, the "Tree of
Life" motif in Qashgai carpets is
considered as one of the motifs with the
concept of blessing and abundance,
which adds to its cultural, aesthetic, and
commercial values.

Conclusions

The "Tree of Life" in Qashqai carpets is
recognized as an identifiable pictorial
element, signifying the immortality of
Iranian rituals, myths, and culture.
These rituals are intertwined with
nature and its generative spirit, leading
to blessings and abundance, as noted in
concepts like the legend of the Asurik
tree. This pattern is displayed in rural
carpets as a symbol of life, growth, and

connection with nature, which are the
sources of life. Some of the meanings
and symbols associated with the "Tree
of Life" in Qashgai carpets are symbols
with  the concept of growth,
development, and progress. Just as the
branches of a tree signify expansion,
development, and abundance, this
pattern also refers to the importance of
individual and societal growth. The
"Tree of Life" is also interpreted as a
symbol of the dynamism and vitality of
nature. In Qashqai carpets, this pattern
also refers to the connection between
human and nature. Althogh these
elements that are used in vibrant colors
with great diversity in carpet designs,
are seen in the background and
underfoot by people and users with a
horizontal view, they promise hope and
vitality that give beauty and meaning to
the lives of those in harmony with
nature. The ritualistic symbol of the
Tree of Life may be combined and
displayed with other symbols in the
carpet. For example, the Tree of Life
may be accompanied by images of
animals, birds, flowers, or other
symbols. These natural elements, in a
concept of blessing and love from the
"Tree of Life" in the aforementioned
forms, create an image of a Persian
garden or a paradise garden in minds
and collective memories of Iranians.
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Abstract

The story of Siavash's Passage through the Fire is one of the ancient Iranian narratives
that has prominent illustrated versions throughout the history of Persian miniature
painting. This tale, with two systems of literary and visual signs, provides a suitable
background for art education. One of the key objectives of art education in schools is
art education, which includes components such as aesthetics, art production, art
history, and art criticism. Among these, art criticism, regarded as a modern approach
based on the active role of the viewer and intertextual analysis of artworks, has not yet
been able to gain a proper place in the Iranian art education system. The present
qualitative research, adopting an intertextual approach and focusing on the audience,
seeks to address how an intertextual reading of artworks influences the process of
audience education and art learning. It is based on the premise that an intertextual
perspective in art criticism can facilitate the impact of art on audiences and enhance
art education processes. To test this hypothesis, by focusing on the miniature depicting
Siyavash's Passage through Fire, selected from the 9th-grade Culture and Art
textbook, the study examines the capacities of the intertextual approach for re-reading
artworks and elucidating its educational implications. Data were collected through
library research, visual analysis of the miniature, and semi-structured interviews with
approximately 94 students majoring in art education and educational sciences.
Subsequently, the historical background and cultural contexts of the miniature were
examined, and its intertextual readings were analyzed. The findings show that
intertextual reading has a high capacity for multilayered and integrated analysis of
Iranian artworks, and the perceptions of the audience are mainly influenced by their
prior knowledge and cultural backgrounds. The results of the study indicate that
teaching intertextual criticism can, as an effective approach, strengthen the critical
thinking and creativity of students and student-teachers and improve the quality of the
art teaching-learning process in school-based art education.
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Introduction

Art education in schools goes beyond
developing technical skills, aiming to
strengthen  aesthetic ~ understanding,
creativity, and the ability to criticize and
analyze artworks. The combination of
literary texts and visual works, especially
Iranian painting, provides a unique
opportunity for multidimensional
education. The story of Siavash's Passage
through Fire, as an ancient Iranian
narrative, in addition to its literary value,
has prominent illustrated versions in the
history of Iranian painting and can be a
suitable example for examining the
capacities of intertextual reading in art
education. Intertextual analysis, focusing
on the connection and interaction between
text and image and taking into account the
audience's pre-knowledge and cultural
backgrounds, is a new approach to the
criticism and understanding of works of art
that can enrich the process of art education
and training in schools. Given the
importance of cultivating an active and
thoughtful audience, the present study
examines the potential of the intertextual
approach in analyzing the painting
Siavash's Passage through the Fire and
clarifies its role in improving the quality of
art education and empowering students and
student-teachers in the field of analyzing
and criticizing works of art. To achieve this
goal, audience-centered methods have
been used in art criticism and cognition,
among the types of these criticisms
(aesthetic  criticism, phenomenological
criticism, psychological criticism, and
intertextual criticism), the intertextual
approach has been selected, and using the
theory of reading intertextuality, which
was first proposed by Roland Barthes,
various audience perceptions of the work
have been studied. This method provides
an opportunity to answer the main research
question: "How can the recognition and
analysis of intertextual relationships in
works of art affect the process of artistic
learning?"

Materials and Methods

The present study adopts a qualitative
design with a descriptive-analytical
approach, grounded in the theory of
intertextual reading. The main purpose of
the study is to investigate how intertextual
relationships in works of art affect the
audience understanding and perception,
while  explaining their  educational
implications in the field of art education.
The case of this study is the miniature
Siavash's Passage through Fire from Shah
Tahmasbi's  Shahnameh, which was
selected from the book on culture and art
education for the first year of secondary
school.

The statistical population of the study
includes students in the fields of art
education, literature education, and
educational sciences, from whom 94

people (three university classes) were [jomalof

purposefully selected as the
sample.

Data collection was carried out in two
stages. In the first phase, using library
research and image analysis, the desired
painting was examined descriptively and
analytically, and its constituent elements,
including the visual system, the verbal
system, and the mutual relationships
between them, were explained. Verbal
pretexts, especially poems and related
inscriptions, were also considered as the
main sources for intertextual analysis. In
the second stage, field research was
conducted and data were collected through
semi-structured interviews with
participants to explore how participants
read and the extent to which they benefited
from intertextual relationships. The data
analysis tool in qualitative content analysis
was based on intertextual reading. The
audience responses were categorized and
analyzed based on the components of
textual, intertextual, and metatextual
reading, and indicators such as the level of
attention to visual and verbal aspects, the
type of intertextual references, and the
frequency of pretexts used were extracted.
This method allowed for a detailed
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examination of the audience’s interaction
with the semantic layers of the image and
an assessment of the role of intertextuality
in the process of artistic education and
training.

Discussion and Findings

The research findings indicate that the
intertextual approach in reading has a high
capacity for criticizing and analyzing
Iranian artworks and can elevate purely
formalistic and single-layered readings to
multidimensional and semantic readings.
The analysis of the painting Siavash’s
Passage through Fire demonstrated that
the visual, symbolic, and verbal elements
of the work, in interaction with literary,
mythological, and cultural beliefs, form a
complex network of meanings that can
only be discovered through audience-
centered reading.

Greater Khorasan Handicrafis The analysis of the interviews indicates
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that the audience’s readings were mostly
integrative and multilayered, shaped by
their prior knowledge, lived experiences,
and cultural backgrounds. Some audience
members presented textual readings
focusing on the visual elements and
composition of the artwork, while others
formed intertextual and metatextual
readings by referring to the Shahnameh,
Quranic naratives, and identity concepts.
This diversity of readings suggests that
meaning in art education is fluid and
dynamic, produced through the interaction
between the text and the audience.

The results also indicate that teaching
intertextual criticism can serve as an
effective method in art teaching,

strengthening critical thinking, creativity,
and the ability to analyze art in students and
student-teachers. This approach transforms
the audience from a passive recipient to an
active interpreter and provides the basis for
interpretive dialogue in the classroom.

Conclusion

Based on the research findings, it can be
concluded that the intertextual reading
approach opens a new horizon in art
education and deepens the art teaching-
learning process by emphasizing the active
role of the audience. This approach not
only leads to a deeper understanding of
works of art but also enables the
development of an informed, creative, and
critical audience. Using intertextual
criticism in art education curricula can help
improve the quality of education, increase
learner participation, and achieve the goals
of art education in Iranian schools.
Therefore, it is suggested that this approach
be considered by educational planners as a
part of art education and teacher training.
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Abstract

The mural paintings of religious buildings from the Qajar era are considered among
the most important sources for the study of Islamic art in Iran - especially religious
symbology. Among these, the gazelle motif can be referred as a symbolic element
carrying multiple and multilayered meanings. The present study aims to analyze the
functions of the deer motif in the narrative structure and symbolic system of the works.
Using a qualitative approach and the iconography and iconographic method of Ervin
Panovsky, it has attempted to explain the classifiable patterns of the deer motif in the
murals of religious buildings of the Qajar era from two thematic and semantic
perspectives, and to recognize the function of this motif in the narrative structure and
symbolic system of religious murals of this era. The findings of the study indicate that:
1- The deer motif is classified into six semantic patterns and eight thematic patterns:
aesthetic-decorative (ornament), allegorical-mystical (desert), narrative-religious
(deer guarantor of the deer, deer and the prophet, deer and Sultan Qais), allegorical-
ritual (battle), allegorical-symbolic (deer and lion), and local narrative-mythical (deer
hunting). 2- Among the functions of this motif, considering the narrative context of
the work, are: representing sacred concepts, intercession, purity, oppression, and the
confrontation between good and evil. The results of the research also indicate that the
deer motif in religious murals of the Qajar era has a multilayered nature and is
dependent on the narrative context, which has a special place in the symbolic system
of religious art of this period. This iconographic analysis has been able to clarify the
semantic layers and visual functions of this motif and show the effective role of animal
paintings in conveying religious concepts.
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Introduction

The art of mural painting in Iran during the
Qajar era is considered one of the most
important sources for understanding the
beliefs, as well as cultural and religious
values, of people in this period. The motifs
and symbols employed in these works
convey latent meanings that function
beyond mere visual aesthetics. Animal
motifs, including the gazelle, have long
been used in Iranian art as instruments for
representing moral, social, and religious
concepts. Despite the significance of this
motif, a precise analysis of the thematic
and semantic patterns of the gazelle and its
position within the narrative structure and
symbolic system of Qajar religious murals
has not yet been presented. Moreover, the
relationship between this motif and the
religious, cultural, and social concepts of
that society has not been systematically
examined.

This study has been conducted to address
the following questions: Into what thematic
and semantic patterns can the gazelle motif
in the murals of Qajar religious buildings
be classified? What functions does this
motif perform within the narrative
structure and symbolic system of Qajar
religious wall paintings? The objectives of
the study are: (1) To identify and classify
the thematic and semantic patterns of the
gazelle motif in the murals, and (2) to
analyze the functions of the gazelle motif
within the narrative structure and symbolic
system of the artworks based on
Panofsky’s iconographic approach, and to
elucidate its impact on the representation of
religious and cultural concepts.

Materials and Methods

The present study is fundamental—
theoretical in terms of purpose and
historical and descriptive—analytical in
terms of nature and method. The research
sample consists of 15 murals from 12
historical and religious buildings in Iran
dating to the Qajar era, including eight
murals belong to saqqanehs (Saqanefars)
and seven from sacred shrines.

Geographically, eight murals are located in
Mazandaran Province (Mahmoudabad,
Juybar, Amol, Babol, and Babolsar), three
in Gilan Province (Amlash, Astaneh-ye
Ashrafiyeh, and Lahijan), and four in
Isfahan Province (Haruniyeh, Kashan, and
Isfahan).

Discussion and Findings

The analysis of the gazelle motif was
conducted at three levels. First, its formal
characteristics and visual placement within
the pictorial composition were examined
(pre-iconographical level). Second, the
narrative, allegorical, and symbolic roles of
the gazelle were identified (iconographical
level). Finally, its semantic and symbolic
functions were interpreted within the
broader cultural and religious context
(iconological level).

An example of Jomalof

analysis from the allegorical-mystical GieaerKhorasan Handicrafis

semantic pattern and the desert thematic
pattern is presented below: A depiction of
the story of Layla and Majnun, where
Majnun forming companionship with
animals such as the gazelle. The
compositional structure is as follows: 1.
Central figure — Majnun: His emaciated
face, seated posture on the ground,
distraught gaze, and ascetic demeanor
indicate that the artist intended to convey
Majnun’s isolation and spiritual suffering.
This mode of representation is common in
illustrated manuscripts of Nizami Ganjavi
and in Qajar art. 2. Animals surrounding
Majnun: Birds, deer, and other animals
depicted around him serve a role beyond
mere decoration. They are Majnun’s true
companions in the desert and symbolize
nature’s submission to the purity and
sincerity of his love. In literary sources,
Majnun is described as a “friend of
animals” and “intimate with wild
creatures”. 3. The role of the gazelle beside
Majnun: (A) In the narrative of Layla and
Majnun, both in literature and painting, the
gazelle typically conveys the following
meanings: Symbol of beauty and delicacy,
recalling Layla: Many poets liken Layla’s
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eyes to those of a gazelle. Thus, the
presence of the gazelle beside Majnun may
function as a visual metaphor for Layla’s
image; even in the heart of the desert,
Majnun remains surrounded by the
“memory of Layla”. (B) Sign of Majnun’s
spiritual purity: The gazelle, a delicate and
timid animal, sits calmly beside him. This
tranquility suggests that Majnun has
attained a level of spiritual refinement and
sacred love such that even wild nature
trusts him. (C) Reflection of the concept of
liberation: In Iranian culture, the gazelle
symbolizes freedom and release from
worldly constraints. This idea of liberation
corresponds to Majnun’s spiritual state—
detached from the material world and
sustained solely by love and remembrance.
(D) Symbol of spiritual companionship: In
the Majnun narrative, animals act as his
companions, and the gazelle in particular

Greater Khorasan Handierafis Symbolizes the confidant of his solitude
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and a manifestation of divine mercy.
Overall, by placing the gazelle beside
Majnun, the Qajar artist visualizes a
connection between earthly love and
mystical love, a connection that constitutes
the main axis of the Layla and Majnun
narrative.

Conclusions

In response to the first research question,
regarding the thematic and semantic
patterns into which the gazelle motif in the
murals of Qajar religious buildings can be
classified, the findings indicate that this
motif can be identified within six semantic
patterns and eight thematic patterns,
including: aesthetic—decorative
(ornamental), allegorical-mystical
(desert), narrative—religious (Imam Reza as
the Guarantor of the Gazelle, gazelle and
the Prophet, gazelle and Sultan Qays),
ritual-allegorical (combat), allegorical—

symbolic (gazelle and lion), and local
narrative-mythological (gazelle hunting).
Each of these patterns is shaped in
accordance with the visual structure,
composition, and narrative content of the
scene, reflecting the diversity and broad
interpretative potential of this motif.
regarding the second research question,
concerning the functions of the gazelle
motif within the narrative and symbolic
context of these murals, the findings
demonstrate that the gazelle performs a
function beyond mere decoration and acts
as an active element within the pictorial
narrative. Depending on the narrative
context, the motif can convey sacred
concepts such as intercession, divine
protection, and association with religious
figures, or it may represent ideas such as
purity, innocence, the confrontation
between good and evil, and the reflection
of ritualistic and mythological beliefs.
Thus, the nature of the gazelle motif in
Qajar  religious murals is  fluid,
multilayered, and context-dependent,
occupying a distinctive position within the
symbolic system of religious art and within
the religious, mystical, and cultural beliefs
of Iranian society.

Analyzing the deer motif through
Panofsky’s iconological approach enables
a more precise understanding of its hidden
semantic layers and visual functions,
demonstrating that animal motifs in Qajar
religious art play a fundamental role in
conveying doctrinal and belief-based
concepts. Based on the results of this study,
it is suggested that future research
undertake comparative analyses of other
animal motifs in religious murals from
periods before and after the Qajar era, and
employ interdisciplinary approaches, such
as anthropology, ritual studies, and cultural
semiotics, to deepen the understanding of
their meanings.
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Abstract
Mystical thoughts have long held a special place in Iranian art and literature, such

that the underlying foundation of the structured visual system in these works is
rooted in profound mystical concepts. In other words, the creation of these works
not only played a major role in elucidating Quranic and spiritual enlightening
concepts of the Quran but also revealed the aesthetic potentials inherent in Iranian
painting. Among these, one valuable visual example is Mir Haydar’s Miraj
Nameh, in which essential artistic elements such as light and color have been used
in a highly effective manner. The present study, aiming to comparatively examine
the hierarchies of light and color in the views of Muslim mystics and to discover
and analyze its visual language in the Mir Haydar Miraj Nama manuscript, has
employed a descriptive-analytical case study approach along with library-based
methods for data collection, thereby evaluating the influence of Islamic mystical
teachings on the chromatic elements employed in this manuscript as well as the
painter's purposeful and intentional use of color and light to narrate and convey
the thematic content of the work. The findings of the present study indicate that:
1- Mir Haydar’s Miraj Nameh represents a complete instance of a religious and
spiritual work that remains fully faithful and connected to the traditions of Iranian
painting; 2- Color in Mir Haydar’s Miraj Nameh is employed symbolically and
associated with sacred, cosmological, and mystical concepts; 3- The painter has
deliberately used light and color in harmony with the narrative and thematic
content of the work.
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Introduction

In the field of the symbolic quality of light
and color in Islamic mysticism and art,
numerous studies have been conducted,
most of which have focused on architecture
and its related elements, and none have
offered a direct visual or pictorial analysis.
This article seeks to examine the ranks of
light and color in the views of Muslim
mystics and to uncover their visual
language in the Miraj Nameh by Mir
Heydar manuscript. Accordingly, the main
research questions are as follows: Are the
color propositions used in the paintings of
Mir Heydar’s Miraj Nameh influenced by
the teachings of Islamic mysticism? Did
the painter employ color and light
purposefully and in the service of narrating
in the subject matter of the work? Iranian
mystical wisdom is an experiential form of
wisdom, in which unveiling, intuition, and
illumination are more acceptable to the
mystic than rational ~demonstration.
Besides, attaining this mystical experience
requires spiritual discipline and a path of
inner striving. In fact, through ascetic
practice, seclusion, and spiritual struggle,
the soul of the seeker attains the unveiling
of veils and becomes a ground for spiritual
lights and the descent of heavenly
inspirations. Among the most important
subtle spiritual manifestations are lights,
sounds, and colors, each of which is
considered a sign of the seeker’s states and
stations. In a part of the works of Islamic
mystics, there are specific teachings about
color. Each color represents a particular
state of the seeker, and its precise
perception and reception make possible a
return to the corresponding spiritual
station, as well as the potential for
elevation and guidance toward higher
mystical ranks. In the art of religions,
attention to the world of meaning
transforms forms into imaginal forms.
Here, natural forms take on a supra-natural
appearance so as to mediate between earth
and heaven. In terms of visual subtlety, this
approach has produced brilliant results and
has led to the emergence of a new mode of

execution, whose visual equivalent can be
observed in various forms of modern art,
especially Iranian painting. Within the
tradition of Iranian painting, colors carry
symbolic and epistemic meanings; unlike
naturalistic painting, the aim is not the
representation of objective reality but the
construction of spiritual truth. The idea of
creating a painting therefore requires a
close connection with a vast body of
literary and mystical writings.

Materials and Methods

The research method employed is
descriptive—analytical with a case study
approach. Data were collected through
consultation of  specialized library,
documentary sources, as well as museum
image archives, in order to conduct a
comparative examination of the ranks of
light and color in the views of Muslim
mystics and to uncover their visual
language in the Miraj Nameh manuscript of
Mir Heydar. In this regard, the color
instances in this manuscript were
considered based on the function of visual
language, and the main variables and
aesthetic indicators in the work were
examined. In analyzing the artworks, only
religious, philosophical, aesthetic, and
other theories prevalent within the culture
of Islamic mysticism were employed. In
selecting the signs for investigation, efforts
were made to ensure that the identified
categories reflect developments in the use
of visual signs and also demonstrate the
technical methods of applying color in the
paintings under study. For this purpose,
tables were designed at the end of the
article. In these tables, the visual
components—identified and selected on
the basis of the research background—
were examined and analyzed, and, by
means of visual-language analysis tools,
key propositions corresponding to the
mentioned components were investigated
and extracted.
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Discussion and Findings

In this manuscript, colors play an
influential role in the visual structure,
meaning-making, and spiritual experience
of the work. The manuscript demonstrates
that colors are not merely decorative tools;
they carry symbolic meanings, guide the
narrative, and serve as a means of
conveying mystical experience to the
viewer. In fact, colors not only organize the
painting’s aesthetics but also establish a
bridge between narrative, meaning, and
mystical experience. By observing these
colors—even without the accompanying
text—the viewer can perceive the ascent
from the material world to the sacred realm
and, through the visual experience of the
work, engage with its spiritual and mystical
message. Thus, colors belong to a symbolic
system: they gain meaning in relation to
sacred concepts and play a role in
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colors, such as blue and green, allude to the
spiritual and celestial realm. Specifically,
the middle realms of the first through the
sixth heavens, rendered in lapis lazuli blue,
symbolize the expansion and development
of cosmic consciousness, while the color
green signifies spiritual life and vitality. On
the other hand, warm colors, like red, point
to movement, suffering, and earthly
experiences. In this framework, red
represents the beginning of the earth, as
well as love and danger encountered during
the journey; earthy brown alludes to the
material world; and golden signifies divine
light and transcendent truth. Ultimately, at
the Sidrat al-Muntaha and the Pure Golden
Throne—the  station of  complete
annihilation in God —colors reach their
end. There, the colorless light of the Divine
Essence commences. In other words, white
emerges as the symbol of absolute purity
and unadulterated light. Mir Heydar’s
Miraj Nameh manuscript can thus be
regarded as a practical treatise on mystical
optics written in the language of colors.

The dominance of color over line in this
manuscript signifies the triumph of vision
over the veil. A chromatic analysis of the
manuscript shows that the Timurid painter
was not merely seeking visual beauty, but
rather encoded the stages of the spiritual
path through a palette of colors.

Conclusions

The theoretical foundations of color in Mir
Heydar’s Miraj Nameh rest on three main
axes: the symbolism of color in the
tradition of Islamic mysticism, the graphic
function of color in the composition of the
painting, and the role of color in conveying
mystical  experience and narrative
structure. Consequently, color in Mir
Heydar’s Miraj Nameh is not a decorative
element but the primary language of the
image; a language that visually and
perceptibly represents mystical concepts,
sacred hierarchies, and the narrative path of
the Ascension. In this manuscript, the five
principal colors—green, red, blue, gold,
and white—form a coherent semantic—
visual system that makes the transmission
of mystical concepts possible. Green and
blue represent the spiritual and celestial
realm; red signifies the domain of tension
and movement; gold symbolizes divine
light; and white represents balance and
visual purity. From a design perspective,
this chromatic arrangement not only
organizes the aesthetics of the painting but
also guides the narrative path of the
Ascension. The results of the comparative
analysis and findings indicate that: 1. Mir
Heydar’s Miraj Nameh is a complete
example of a religious and spiritual work
that remains fully faithful and connected to
the tradition of Iranian painting; 2. Color in
Mir Heydar’s Miraj Nameh is used
symbolically and is associated with sacred,
cosmological, and mystical concepts; and
3. The painter deliberately employed light
and color in the service of narrating the
subject matter of the work.
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