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Abstract

The Ghurid dynasty (1148-1215 AD) managed to dominate parts of the eastern
Islamic lands for nearly half a century. Initially under the influence of the Ghaznavids
and later the Seljuks, the Ghurids adopted significant aspects of their bureaucratic
structure and artistic and architectural styles through political and administrative ties.
The relations between the Ghurids and the Seljuks—both during the period of
subordination and the era of Ghurid independence—were always active and
influential, especially in religious and architectural realms. Chisht-e Sharif, a district
of Herat and the birthplace of the Chishti Sufi sect, is a prominent example of this
mutual influence. In this region, two semi-ruined brick structures are located within
the Chishti shrine complex. Despite their unknown identity, they exhibit significant
features of the Seljuk architectural tradition. This research aims to identify the
structure and characteristics of these two buildings and to analyze their role in the
continuity of Islamic architecture in eastern Iran. The research method is descriptive-
analytical with a historical approach, based on library and documentary studies.
Findings indicate that these buildings not only reflect the continuation of formal and
structural elements of Seljuk architecture during the Ghurid era but also represent a
cultural exchange between Iran and Afghanistan in the medieval Islamic centuries.
The religious status of Chisht-e Sharif also enhances the significance of these
structures in linking architecture with Sufism.
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Introduction

The contemporaneity of the Ghorid
dynasty with powerful dynasties such as
the Seljuks, Ghaznavids, and
Khwarazmian led to complex interactions
and cultural, military, and religious
rivalries. These communications
sometimes manifested themselves in the
form of war and sometimes in the form of
cultural and technological exchange. With
the death of Mu'azzin al-Din, the Ghori
political system began to falter and
gradually withdrew from power under
pressure from the Khwarazmian. However,
their cultural and artistic heritage,
especially in the field of architecture,
remained. Ghurid architecture—especially
during the reigns of Ghiyath al-Din and
Shihab al-Din—reflected strong Seljuk
influences through advanced brickwork,
intricate plaster decoration, and symbolic,
mystical forms. The use of complex
techniques in domed and porched
structures and, in general, the tendency
toward symbolic and mystical forms are
among the prominent aspects of this
period. In Chisht-e Sharif, a historic Sufi
center in western Afghanistan, two largely
unknown brick structures located in an
ancient cemetery. This cemetery is the
burial place of many sheikhs and followers
of the Chishtia dynasty and is located about
three kilometers from the current city. The
two buildings, which are structurally
severely damaged and have remained
somewhat abandoned, have features that
have attracted the attention of researchers
in the field of Islamic architectural history.

Materials and Methods

The meaningful similarities of these two
buildings with architectural features of the
Seljuk period—especially in elements such
as arches, brick patterns, and the general
spatial form—suggest the hypothesis that
these structures either date from the Ghurid
period and are influenced by Seljuk
architecture, or may even have been
constructed in the late Seljuk period just
before the rise of the Ghurids. Considering

that the Chishti sect has its roots in Greater
Khorasan and spread across the Ghur
region through numerous sheikhs in the
medieval centuries, the presence of such
structures in this area aligns with their
cultural origins. The aim of this study is to
conduct a deeper investigation into the
architectural features of these two brick
monuments and to analyze their
connections with  Seljuk architectural
traditions. Due to current security and
political  limitations in  Afghanistan,
especially in rural areas, direct field
investigation has not been possible.
Therefore, the present study is based on
library and documentary  methods,
analyzing available images, field reports
by Afghan and Iranian researchers, and a
comparative study of architectural features.
The research methodology is descriptive-

analytical and historical. The required data jomal of
were collected from reliable historical (Greater Khomsan Handicrafis

sources, published academic articles,
archival  images, manuscripts, and
reference books. In addition to visual and
architectural  analysis, the mystical
background, religious function, and social
status of these buildings have also been
considered.

Discussion and Findings

During the Seljuk dynasty, a significant
transformation occurred in the
architectural system of Iran, whose effects
are clearly traceable in the eastern regions,
including in Ghurid architecture. This
influence is identifiable not only in the
decorative appearance of buildings but also
in their conceptual and structural
foundations. Transfer of Brick
Architecture Techniques and Technology:
In Ghurid architecture in Chisht-e Sharif,
the influence of Seljuk architecture is
particularly evident in the use of complex
brickwork, geometric decorations, and
Kufic  script. Inspired by  Seljuk
construction and decorative methods, the
Ghurids used brick as both a structural and
decorative  material. The similarity
between Ghurid monuments such as the
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Minaret of Jam and the Friday Mosque of
Herat and Seljuk buildings like the
Damghan tombs and Maragha towers
reflects a direct transmission of
architectural technology and aesthetics.
This influence is prominently seen in the
two historical khangahs of Chisht-e Sharif.
Continuation and Transformation of
Decorative and Epigraphic Styles in
Ghurid  Architecture: In  Ghurid
architecture, especially in Chisht-e Sharif,
the continuation and transformation of
Seljuk decorative traditions—with a focus
on geometric Kufic script, raised
brickwork, and the use of Persian language
in inscriptions—are evident. This period
witnessed the peak of epigraphic and visual
art on religious and monumental facades.
The Ghurids localized Seljuk elements,
giving a new dimension to the region's
decorative art. Ghurid architecture was a

combination of  tradition,
innovation, and indigenous cultural
identity.
Spatial ~ Structure of Tombs and

Resemblance to Seljuk Models: Tombs of
the Seljuk dynasty usually consist of cubic
or polygonal shapes with a central dome
around which the spatial axis is formed.
This model—with its balance and harmony
in plan and volume—is clearly seen in the
tombs of Chisht-e Sharif. Features such as
radial stairs, longitudinal entrance axes,
and side burial spaces represent a creative
reinterpretation tailored to the mystical
needs of the Ghurids. The Ghurids
preserved the Seljuk tradition while
adapting the tomb space for their specific
rituals.

Structural System and Use of Composite
Load-Bearing Elements: Seljuk
architecture relied on a composite
structural system that combined arches and
domes, using squinches to transfer the
dome's load to the piers. These techniques
are prominent in the Ghurid buildings of
Chisht: thick square piers and stepped
corner constructions effectively support
the double-shell brick dome. External
buttresses and pointed arches reflect the

evolution of this system. This structural
engineering echoes both continuity and
innovation of Seljuk architecture in the
Ghurid era.

Movement Axes, Entrances, and Spatial
Cohesion: In Seljuk architecture, entrances
are typically through a main axis and a
large Iwan, creating spatial hierarchy. In
Chisht, the pre-iwan entrances and central
courtyard with rooms are reminiscent of
Seljuk four-iwan schools. This hierarchical
spatial organization in Ghurid buildings
represents a continuation and
reinterpretation of the Seljuk tradition
adapted to mystical and climatic needs of
the region. Chisht-e Sharif is an example of
a creative fusion of tradition and
innovation.

Conclusion

Ghurid architecture, particularly in the
Chisht-e Sharif region, not only continues
Seljuk traditions in eastern Iran but also
represents a phase of transformation and
creative reinterpretation  within  that
tradition. The surviving tomb and khangah
structures in this region testify to the deep
ties between Islamic art in the medieval
period and the effort to create an
independent identity within a respected
tradition.  Chisht-e ~ Sharif, with its
religious—mystical  structures, is a
prominent example of this historical
process, where local architects—drawing
on Seljuk knowledge and interacting with
Sufi  beliefs—created a new spatial
language. The Seljuk influence here is not
limited to technique and form but has
penetrated the depths of Ghurid
architecture through mystical ideas and
concepts.
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Keywords Abstract
Musical treatise, The musical treatise of Khwaja Kalan Khurasani is one of the concise yet significant
Khvajah Kalan texts within the tradition of Persian music writing during the Safavid era, likely

composed in its late period under the reign of Shah Sultan Husayn. The author is
identified in all extant manuscripts as “Khwaja Kalan Khurasani,” although his exact
identity remains unclear. This study, employing a descriptive-analytical approach and
inductive reasoning, first investigates biographical sources, tadhkiras, and library

Khorasani, Safavid-era
figures, theoretical
music treatises, Safavid-

era music catalogues to determine which historical figure bearing this title may be the author in
o question. Subsequently, based on the published critical edition of the treatise, the main
Citation musical and extra-musical themes and characteristics of the text are analyzed. Findings
Soltandoost, S., & suggest that the treatise primarily focuses on vocal performance, discussing forty-two

Davoodvandi, A. H. (2025).
A critical re-reading of
Khwaja Kalan Khurasant’s

musical modes (modes and their hierarchies). The author’s stated motivation for
composing the treatise is the application of musical principles to enhance the
treatise in the context of memorization and recitation of the divine word, indicating a connection between
Safavid musical literature. music and religious pedagogy. Despite offering valuable elements such as precise
Greater Khorasan definitions of terminology—mostly linguistic in nature—the treatise presents
Handicrafts, 3(9), 23-40. fundamental ambiguities regarding the author, internal structure, and sources of
knowledge, which limit the possibility of a more comprehensive analysis.
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Introduction

During the Safavid period, music—
interwoven with religious, mystical, and
philosophical knowledge—occupied a
unique place in Persian literary. One
manifestation of this connection was the
composition of concise yet meaningful
treatises that explored the theoretical,
vocal, and ethical dimensions of music.
The Treatise of Khwaja Kalan Khurasani,
a brief work on the foundations of vocal
music, is among such texts, likely written
in the late Safavid era during the reign of
Shah Sultan Husayn (r. 1105-1135 AH /
1694-1722 CE). Although the treatise is
limited in volume and manuscript
transmission, its content contains rare or
even unprecedented insights compared to
similar works. The author, through a
combination of scientific precision and
accessible language, presents specialized
musical concepts in the service of a
religious and pedagogical aim. Since the
author’s identity remains unknown and the
title “Khwaja Kalan Khurasant” alone does
not suffice for historical identification, this
article first attempts to investigate the
possible identity of the author based on
internal and external evidence, and then
analyzes the structure, content, and literary
style of the treatise to situate it within the
broader context of Safavid-era musical
literature.

Materials / Methods

The present study employs a descriptive-
analytical method and an inductive
approach. In the initial phase, four known
manuscripts of the treatise—preserved in
the libraries of Majles, the National
Library, the University of Tehran, and the
Sepahsalar Seminary—were identified and
their codicological features examined. The
critical edition prepared by Mohsen
Mohammadi was also selected as the
primary basis for textual analysis.
Additionally, biographical and historical
sources, including  tadhkiras  and
prosopographical references, were

consulted to identify and evaluate
historical figures bearing the title or epithet
“Khwaja Kalan.”

In the content analysis phase, attention was
paid to the treatise’s linguistic style, the
way technical terms are defined, its
structural organization, and the author’s
stated motivation for composing the work.
A comparative lens was also applied to
assess the originality or derivativeness of
its theoretical and extra-musical elements
in relation to other contemporaneous
Safavid treatises on music.

Discussion and Findings

The first key finding of this study concerns
the ambiguity surrounding the identity of
the treatise’s author. The title Khwdja
Kalan Khurdasani appears consistently
across all known manuscripts, yet no

historical or biographical source explicitly Jomal of
attributes this name to a known individual. Greater Khorasan Handicrafis

Internal textual evidence—most notably
the verse stating “In the time of the
Husayni king / who requested this treatise
from me”—strongly suggests that the work
was composed during the reign of Shah
Sultan Husayn (r. 1105-1135 AH / 1694—
1722 CE). The treatise’s literary style,
terminology, and classification of musical
modes also align with the intellectual
climate of the late Safavid period.

A noteworthy feature is the brevity of the
invocatory preface and the absence of
explicit Shi‘i expressions, which contrasts
with the dominant sectarian tone of official
Safavid discourse. Given the author's
Khorasani background, this lends support
to the hypothesis that he may have been a
Sunni. Furthermore, the author clearly
states that his motivation for writing the
treatise was to apply musical knowledge in
the service of reciting and preserving the
divine word—underscoring the
intersection of music and religious
education in the work. The treatise focuses
almost exclusively on vocal music.
Technical terms such as magam (mode),
shu ‘ba (branch), avaza (melodic structure),
naghamah (tone), and nagrah (syllabic

Vol. 3, No. 9, 2025
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phrase) are defined with brevity and
precision, though many definitions are
primarily linguistic in nature. For instance,
shu‘ba is likened to a branch of a tree,
while naghamah and naqgrah are associated
with vocalized syllables like “hi-h1” and
“tan-tan”—suggesting that the author’s
perspective is rooted in the performative
and vocal aspects of music rather than
abstract theory.

Another notable finding is the author’s
effort to legitimize music through religious
and mythic narratives. In discussing the
etymology of the word miisigrz, he refers to
the story of the Prophet Moses and the
twelve springs for the twelve tribes of
Israel, combining Hebrew and Arabic roots
in an allegorical explanation. This strategy
parallels other Safavid treatises that sought
to frame music as possessing sacred
origins. In the final section, the author
offers rudimentary health advice for
improving vocal quality. His reference to
muriffa‘at  (raising  techniques) and
muhassinat (beautifiers of the voice),
though lacking in medical detail, suggests
a basic familiarity with traditional
medicine and its relevance to vocal
training.

In total, The Treatise of Khwaja Kalan
Khurasant is a pedagogical and religiously
oriented work that prioritizes vocal
refinement for devotional recitation over
abstract theorization. Its accessible
language, coherent structure, and rich
vocabulary position it as a compact yet

meaningful  contribution to Safavid

musical literature.

Conclusion

The Treatise of Khwaja Kalan Khurasani
may be regarded as a valuable document
attesting to the presence of music within
the religious and oral culture of the late
Safavid period. In this work, the
boundaries between musical theory, vocal
technique, and religious pedagogy are
blurred, with technical concepts placed in
the service of sacred objectives. The
anonymity of the author, the treatise’s
concise and occasionally ambiguous
structure, and the lack of prior comparative
analysis have together prompted the
present study’s critical re-examination of
its linguistic, musical, and extra-musical
features.

Although codicological, textual, and
linguistic evidence alone does not suffice
to fully identify the author, it is possible—
based on internal and external clues—to
sketch a tentative portrait: a Khorasani
figure, likely Sunni, familiar with Qur'anic
recitation, inclined toward traditional
sciences such as medicine and philology,
and concerned with vocal and religious
training. On this basis, the treatise should
be seen not merely as a theoretical work on
music, but as a testament to the presence of
music within the religious lifeworld (zist-
jahan) of the Safavid era—one that merits
further precise and comparative scholarly
exploration.
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Keywords Abstract
[lluminating, The handwritten Quran in the Chester beatty Museum in Dublin, dated 927 AH, was
illuminating decorations, written and illuminated by Rozbahan Muhammad Shirazi and has been preserved in
structural analysis, perfect condition over the centuries. In its writing, various types of calligraphy, such

Chester Beatty Dublin as Rayhan, Mohagig, Thuluth, and Naskh were used and it has very elaborately

illuminated pages at the beginning and end. The present study attempts to examine the
general style of this calligraphy Quran by analyzing its structure and the characteristics
of the motifs and colors of its illumination decorations. Accordingly, the main research

manuscript Quran,
Rouzbahan Mohammad

Shirazi. question is centered on “what are the formal characteristics of the illumination
decorations in the Quran preserved in the Chester Beatty Museum in Dublin?”” This

Citation research is of a fundamental type, conducted using a descriptive-analytical method,
Aziminezhad, M., & and the collection of research sources is done using a documentary method. The study
Hajizadeh, M. A. (2025). population is six pages of the aforementioned Quran. The results of the analysis of the
Analysis of the illumination decorations of this calligraphy Quran indicate the special characteristics of this

structure in the manuscript illumination artist, such that the decorations of the illumination of the script of this
Quran at the Chester Beatty

. Quran are rich in Arabesque and Khatai ornaments and framed by Abbasi flowers. In
Museum of Dublin. Greater it i de of snake and b t Arab di h
Khorasan Handicrafts, 3(9), some cases, it is made of snake and bergamot Arabesque, and in many cases, the
41-62. framing is a mean for the orderly arrangement of different ranges of decorations, and
the text is included in various ways. The color spectrum of these decorations is also
wide, ranging from gold and azure to blue, green, red, and even black and white.
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Introduction

In examining the history of Iranian book
decoration in the Islamic era, many
examples of Qurans of different centuries
of the Hijri calendar can be found, which
are unparalleled and eye-catching in terms
of the quality of the handwriting, the
[lluminating and the covering. However,
the production of such exceptionally
exquisite (royal) manuscripts has always
been possible thanks to the patronage of
kings and courtiers in various periods, and
primarily within royal libraries, under the
supervision of master calligraphers and
illuminators. In the history of Iranian book
decorating, the Shiraz school is considered
one of the most important and influential
schools in the production of exquisite
manuscripts. The illumination techniques
of this school were rich and sophisticated,
and they served as a model for other
schools, particularly in the produced
Qurans. In the 10th century AH in Shiraz,
the Rozbahan family developed a
particular artistic style, which later became
known as the Rozbahani style. This family
was prominent in writing and illuminating
and among them, Rouzbahan Muhammad
Shirazi was one of the few people who
writes and decorates his works himself and
had characteristics in his style of work.
This research analyzes the structure and
design of the illuminated calligraphy in a
handwritten Quran manuscript housed at
the Chester Beatty Library. This Quran was
written in 927 AH and features richly
decorated illuminated pages at the
beginning and end. Therefore, the main
research  question focuses on the
characteristics of  the illuminated
calligraphy found in the Quran manuscripts
housed at the Chester Beatty Library in
Dublin. To achieve these objectives and
answer the aforementioned questions, a
number of pages of this manuscript will be

examined and analyzed, focusing on the
types of decorative elements and the
characteristics of the illustrations.

Materials and methods

This research is fundamentally exploratory
in nature; the data analysis method used is
qualitative, and the data processing method
is descriptive-analytical. The research data
was collected using a document-based
method. The subject of this research is a
handwritten Quran manuscript housed in
the Chester Beatty Library in Dublin, of
which six pages were analyzed. The
images were obtained from various sources
and the sampling of this research was based
on items available in Iranian museums as
well as several foreign museums whose
images were accessible via the Internet.

Discussion and findings

There are several distinct ways to decorate
and illuminate the pages of this Quran. In
these examples, the opening and first pages
have been made with a more elaborate and
ornate composition. On pages that begin
with surahs of the Quran, the name of the
surah is mentioned in a diamond-shaped
box at the top of the page, and the other
verses are in a separate box. In the middle
pages of the surahs, the framing has been
simplified and the illuminations have been
moved to specific frames. Some verses are
written larger and in distinct frames at the
top, middle, and bottom of the page. On the
final page of the Quran, which is dedicated
to the ending prayer of the Quran, the title
is written in boxes surrounded by elements
of illumination, and the text of the prayer is
included in the final box along with simple,
pale flowers and bushes. This pattern of
illumination can be seen and followed on
various pages of this Quran. Regarding the
motifs used in the illumination of this
handwritten Quran, what is most evident is
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the use of Arabesque and snake
Arabesque motifs in most of the studied
examples. The used Arabesques were a lot
and tangled. In a number of designs, the
headboards of Arabesques are framed and
some are arranged in a pattern. In a large
number of examples, snake Arabesques,
placed side by side and in various colors,
formed the main structure of the
illumination. The other range of motifs is
composed of Khattai elements. Sometimes
the bands carry Khatai elements and
Abbasid flowers, and sometimes the bands
carry more flowers, bushes, and buds than
Khatai elements which  sometimes
decorated with various plant elements. In
terms of color, a wide range of colors can
be seen in the illumination examples of this
manuscript. For the background of the
illuminations, azure, gold-pearl, and
sometimes blue were most often used, but
a variety of colors were used for the motifs
and elements. These colors included red,
green, blue, white, yellow, and sometimes
black, which together presented ornate and
colorful illuminations.

Conclusion

Roozbahan Muhammad, during his artistic
career in the 10th century AH, spread his
own unique style in calligraphy and
illumination, which included the use of
lapis lazuli on a gold background, very
delicate floral motifs, and strong
penmanship and execution. The pinnacle
of his style is shown in the Chester Beatty
Quran. In his work, the use of a specific
pattern of design, composition, and
solidity, as well as rhythm in line,
repetition of the overall framework of the
work, and diversity and innovation in
details can be clearly observed. In this
version, the margins are decorated with
Arabesque, golden motifs, and natural
plant shapes. Flowers, bergamot, crowns,

shamseh, shorfa and knots can also be seen
at the top of the book's cover, and its
illumination, with the predominant color of
azure blue, has reached the height of
beauty. Several methods of illumination
with framing and various elements of
illumination were wused along with
decorative borders with golden motifs, and
designs taken from nature and flower and
shrub designs are also seen in the title page
of the Quran. The elegance of the motifs
and the harmony and uniformity of the
colors of the illumination have given this
manuscript greater richness and splendor.
Roozbahan's style of page layout has meant
that page illumination is not limited to
decorating the opening and closing pages
and symbols related to Quranic divisions,
and the artist can showcase his art more
than ever by decorating small vertical
inscriptions or azure backgrounds and gold
reliefs alongside the text in Naskh script.
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Introduction

Tombstones in Iran tell various stories
from historical periods. In this regard,
some tombstones have remained that are
visually and conceptually valuable and
should be viewed with reflection.
Certainly, the carvings and inscriptions on
these tombstones tell a story that wishes for
mercy for the deceased and reminds the
living of the news of a person with a
position or thought.

Materials / Methods

The tombstones of Maulana Zeinoddin
Abu Bakr Taybadi in eastern Iran are part
of this group, which are divided into two
categories: old and new. This study
examines the theme and content of the old
tombstones. The main issue in this study is
the number of eleven tombstones in the
shrine of Maulana Zeinoddin Abu Bakr
Taybadi in Taybad city, which is located in
Khorasan Razavi. These tombstones are
divided into on ground, raised, a
combination of (staircase and raised), and
box-shaped forms. The visual elements on
this tombstone include a form of a Mihrab
with a circle at the top, a Mihrab with
horizontal inscriptions one above the other,
a rectangle with horizontal inscriptions one
above the other, a recumbent or a box with
inscriptions of armbands are visible. The
designs on these stones are divided into
geometric designs (circle, triangle, square,
etc.), plant designs (various types of
flowers, Islamic and Khattai), and
symbolic designs (sun and headstone). The
inscriptions are used with Quranic,
historical, Naat and Sana, narrations,
poems, and proper nouns, and are mainly
carved in Nastaliq and Thuluth scripts.

Discussion and Findings

The tomb complex of Maulana Zeinoddin
Abu Bakr Taybadi was studied with one
hundred and seven tombstones and eleven
old tombstones were selected. The main
and thought-provoking topic in the

tombstones of this complex is the dominant
belief and thinking of their survivors. In
general, the carved and striking items on
the stones should be divided into two
categories: inscriptions and decorations.
The designs and decorations are from the
Timurid period and are done with
remarkable elegance and beauty. The
eight-petal flowers, which are carved into
the graves, represent a blessing for the
deceased, which is associated with
satisfying the thirst and hunger of birds and
animals. The themes on the gravestones
refer to the eternal God and mortal man.
The middle text, in the form of a long
rectangle, decorated with floral motifs and
an eight-petaled flower with a water spout,
may be a wish for heaven and happiness for
the deceased soul after death. Although
there may have been inscriptions with

verses from the Holy Quran, prayers, and [Jomal of

poems praising and glorifying
deceased, their distance, separation, and
the time of their death. The decorative
scroll inscriptions in Nastalig, Thuluth, and
Tasnaq scripts from the Timurid period are
all a kind of request for forgiveness from
the Lord of the Worlds with a plant theme.

Conclusion

In the Nagshbandi tradition, various
admonitions to remember the name of God
are written in different lines on the
tombstones studied in this study. Words
such as Allah, which are found in the
Nagshbandi admonitions, can be seen on
the tombstones. The number 101, which
symbolizes repetition in this tradition, is
aligned with the four lines on the
tombstone (water, soil, wind, and fire),
which also symbolizes repetition and is
part of the customs and principles of the
Nagshbandi tradition. Numbers such as 18
or 24, which are important in the
Nagshbandi tradition, when counted with
Abjad letters, are likely to be the name of a
person or blessed numbers. The first
question of this research, which discusses
the form of inscriptions, motifs, and
decorations in the structure of the

the Greater Khorasan Handicrafts

Vol. 3, No. 9, 2025
64



Jornal of
Greater Khorasan Handicrafts

Vol. 3, No. 9, 2025
65

Analysis of the Tombstone Inscriptions of...

Gaziki-Nezhad (2025)

tombstones of this collection, is given that
the Timurids, with the support of people
such as Shahrukh Timuri and Shah Sultan
Husayn Bayqara, created unique works in
the field of architecture. The decorations,
form of inscriptions, and engraved motifs
on the tombstones of Maulana Zainuddin
Abu Bakr Taybadi and the presence of the
Nagshbandi tradition have their roots in the
architecture and decorations of that era. In
the second question of the research, which
examines the aspects of its differences and
similarities in the Timurid era onwards, it
should be noted that in the Nagshbandi
tradition, Quranic verses, azkar and
supplications were among the most
important methods of this order, and their
direct and indirect impact can be found on
the tombstones. These effects were so

profound that they continued even in later
periods, but they became less prominent
with the passage of time.
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Abstract

Developing countries see the tourism industry as an opportunity to grow and diversify
their economies. Iran, given its unique geographical and historical position, can
provide a suitable platform for the growth and development of the tourism industry.
The ancient city of Toun, also in past known as Ferdows, located in South Khorasan
province, is one of the regions that, due to its position and role in history, holds a part
of Iran's past culture within it. This point can be seen through the ancient urban fabric
and numerous buildings of this city, which have remained from past centuries. Since
most of these structures often belong to the late Islamic periods, namely the Safavid
and Qajar eras, abundant remnants of them have survived. Unfortunately, due to its
specific geographical location, this county has remained hidden from the eyes of
tourists and archaeologists. The aim of this research is to introduce the old city of Toun
during the Safavid and Qajar periods with the goal of creating tourism opportunities
in the eastern region. The importance of this research is clarified when we realize that
so far, not much study has been conducted on the ancient urban fabric and Islamic
architecture of this region. The research method is applied in terms of purpose, and
the data collection method has been field-based and library-based. The studies
conducted indicate that archaeological studies can introduce the ancient urban fabric
of Toun as one of the tourism hubs in the eastern regions of Iran. At the end, the authors
offer suggestions for the conservation and optimal use of the ancient urban fabric of
Toun.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/hqgj.2025.516273.1039 OPEN ACCESS

URL: https://hgj.imamreza.ac.ir/article 231646.html

@ @ ©Authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights.

* Corresponding Authors: (b.anani@aui.ac.ir)



mailto:elnazeshghi77@gmail.com
mailto:nahari.morteza@yahoo.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-6346-0687
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-6655-5457
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-6094-082X
https://doi.org/10.22034/hgj.2025.516273.1039
https://hgj.imamreza.ac.ir/article_231646.html
https://hgj.imamreza.ac.ir/article_231646.html
mailto:b.anani@aui.ac.ir

Historical Tourism in South Khorasan...

Anani et al. (2025)

Introduction

The tourism industry, as the world's second
largest economy after oil, generates a lot of
income for various countries and has also
become an inseparable component of
contemporary human life. The tourism
industry in any region encompasses
various aspects, including historical,
recreational, cultural, and others, each
offering its own advantages and suitable
attractions for attracting tourists. Among
these, historical tourism is considered as
one of the best and, indeed, most important
aspects of tourism. Important because,
among the optimal use of historical
monuments, permanent conservation must
also be considered so that the monument is
not disposable and can be used over time.
The numerous and diverse historical and
natural attractions of Ferdows city and
South Khorasan province present suitable
opportunities for achieving development.
Given the limited presence of historical
tourists in Ferdows, the investigation of the
historical monuments of this county
appears to be a significant matter.

Materials and Methods

In 2012, the archaeological survey project
of Ferdows County commenced under the
supervision of one of the authors (Anani,
2012). During the fieldwork phase of the
project, the authors, with the aim of
conducting the mentioned research, began
their studies and field investigations of the
ancient city of Toun. All fieldwork data
was collected on-site over approximately
one month. After the completion of the
fieldwork, the subsequent phase of the
research, involving the compilation and
utilization of library resources, was also
completed. First, all the monuments and
buildings in the city of Tun were studied in
an initial study, then these monuments
were categorized into groups, and finally,
all the options and features of these
monuments were examined to attract
tourists and the city's existing potential.
Discussion and Findings

The tourism industry is so important for the
development of third world countries that
four decades ago, Louise Turner
considered it the most promising, complex,
and alternative industry that these countries
have for their further development (Turner
1976), and even Duquette referred to it as
the gateway to their development (De
Kadt, 1976). Many developed and
developing countries have placed this
industry at the forefront of their economic
priorities and, through prudent planning,
have managed to secure a significant share
of the global tourism market (Behrouzifar
2015, p. 1). The tourism sector is active as
a revenue hub in all developed countries,
and now many developing countries, such
as Turkey and the Persian Gulf states, are
focusing all their attention on this matter.
Generally, tourism can be divided into
three main categories: a) natural tourism,
b) artificial tourism, and c) historical
tourism.  Considering  the  above
classification, Iran can generally be placed
in the third type of tourism. The city of
Toun also embodies this example in the
best possible way, and despite all these
buildings and archaeological monuments,
it has much to offer. Given the
concentration of buildings within a specific
area and the preservation of some
neighborhoods in Toun, such as the
Sardasht neighborhood, this opportunity
can be utilized as a very suitable
foundation for regional tourism. The
existence of narrow and beautiful alleys
between the buildings and the unique
architecture of some of these monuments
with functional elements such as porches
(lvans), pool houses (Howz-khaneh),
basements  (Sardab), and masterly
decorations like building frames, tilework
(kashikari), and plaster decorations each
suffice for the beauty of any building and
city, but here all these elements are
gathered together.

The ancient city of Toun is undoubtedly
promising in terms of tourism, with its

magnificent and masterful
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monuments such as the Jam-e

Mosque, Seyyedi and Koushk
Mosques, beautiful bathhouses like
the Khayrouz Bathhouse, the Olia
and Habibieh  Schools, water
reservoirs (ab-anbar) that any city
would aspire to have, and untouched
and pristine houses, mansions, and
windwards (badgir) that now, in
everyone's neglect, there is a layer of
dust upon them. In the alleys of this
city, all the elements of a Safavid and
Qajar-era city can be observed.
Without a doubt, the opportunities
that will arise from the tourism of
this city will be evident to everyone.

Conclusion

Greater Khorasan Handierafis Based on  the mentioned points and
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considering the importance of tourism
(especially historical tourism) in today's
modern world, it is easier to view these
assets as an inexhaustible resource (unlike
oil) and, of course, to utilize this endless
blessing in the best possible way.
Historical monuments are one of the most
profitable resources for countries and
regions that possess them.

If the ancient city of Toun requires an
initial  investment from a tourism
perspective, it will very quickly return
several times that amount to the city, its
people, and the responsible institutions.
The ancient city of Toun is one of the most
important historical cities in  South
Khorasan. This deprived province, if it
pays attention to its inherent capabilities,
will envision a bright future for itself. This
is where the government must also pay
significant attention to such cities.
Typically, if a city or province can resolve
a portion of its economic and cultural needs
on its own, it will also be beneficial and
productive for the government. All country
officials know well that areas like this are
places where, if any expenditure is made,
that expenditure will undoubtedly be
recoverable. Our country, as a developing
country, must take these areas seriously if
it wants to move forward.
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Introduction

A study of works from Transoxiana in the
3rd to 6th centuries AH shows that the
productions of artists in this region were
shaped under Samanid policy by the
influence of commercial and cultural ties
with  neighboring regions such as
Neyshabur, and it is in the shadow of these
influences that innovations by artists in
their works can be understood. On the other
hand, the political strength of the
Samarkand region and becoming the
capital despite the local rulers elected by
the Samanid dynasty show that this region,
along with Chach, was an important center
for earthenware making. Now the question
is, based on archaeological findings, can
the Samarkand region be considered an
independent  school in  Transoxiana
earthenware art? This research attempts to
first focus on the set of characteristics and
factors that led to the creation of an
independent  style in  Samarkand
earthenware, followed by the
transformation of this region into an
earthenware school.

Materials / Methods

The present study uses the genre analysis
method from a set of qualitative methods.
The analysis of the works will be carried
out based on the purposive sampling
method and comparison with the samples
of works from neighboring regions will be
made in terms of content and appearance
due to the similarity of the works. In this
method, the sample size of the works of
Transoxiana cannot be estimated and,
according to common methods in
qualitative ~ research,  the  sample
information is collected until saturation.

Discussion and Findings

Based on the definitions of the school, the
earthenware of  Samarkand and
neighboring regions has common features
and suggests the existence of an
independent school. As mentioned, the
school has a group and collective nature,

and the joint works produced in different
workshops by different artists, despite
many similarities in different regions,
show a kind of unity and integrity in
creating motifs. The influences of political
(Samani rule and the support of the rulers
of this dynasty) - economic (Silk Road
commodity  exchanges) and  also
ideological (the influence of Islam) aspects
on the creation of these works are
undeniable. The great Samanid period is a
time of comprehensive elevation of all
sciences,  especially  creativity in
earthenware production. Regarding the
technical commonality of the earthenware
of the region, first of all, it should be said
about the glaze and the composition of the
glaze materials; the Samarkand artists, like
the Neyshabur potters, used rose-colored
glaze and green splash glaze in decorating

their works. Regarding the decorations, it jomal of
should be added that the artist used the Greater Khorasan Handierafis

motif of swirling flowers (Verton), The
motif of the open heart, the word "Barkah"
in the center of the vessel, palm leaf motifs,
dotted motifs with a central dot inside
(peacock eye), semicircular motifs on the
upper edge of the vessel (mouse teeth),
combined with Kufic and semi-Kufic lines,
and regarding the use of the decorative
motif of a human being, unlike Neyshabur,
where the motif of a human being was used
without any restrictions in the decoration of
earthenware. In most of these regions,
human figures are rarely used, and the few
human images depicted are related to the
narrative  of their religious and
mythological beliefs. The combination of
these features in the wvessels and the
presence of numerous Kilns indicate that
these vessels were made in Samarkand.
Sometimes, in addition to these
decorations, potters from other regions
used patterns that Samarkand artists did not
use. And as was mentioned in the
discussion of the apparent differences
between some works in a school with the
same artistic and personal style of the artist,
this seems natural. For example, the Chach
artist, observing the decorative framework

Vol. 3, No. 9, 2025
110



Jornal of
Greater Khorasan Handicrafts

Vol. 3, No. 9, 2025
111

Identifying the Samarkand Earthenware...

Moukhah (2025)

of the region, decorated the outer surface of
the vessels with delicate lines resembling
the head of a bird. While the outer surface
of Samarkand vessels was devoid of glaze
and decoration, if there was any decoration,
it was repeated in the form of three
diagonal lines or leaf-shaped motifs around
the vessel, and the outside of the vessels
was often covered with engobe. Another
example of the stylistic nature of
Samarkand works is the presence of red
and olive-green colors on most works from
Samarkand and  sometimes  from
neighboring regions. Another feature of the
use of red in some of the works from
Samarkand is in the decoration of
inscriptions. On many inscribed pottery,
red color is used to arrange dots and
accents, and due to the repeated use of this
decoration, it is considered part of the
decorations of Samarkand. The slight
difference in the manner of decoration
removes the handmade pottery production
of Samarkand artists from the imitative and
stereotyped state that leads to mere
degradation, and emphasizes the capable
hand of the creative Samarkand artist in
creating the works. The collection of items
we have listed is called the Samarkand
style, and according to the definition of the
school, these decorations, through the
artistic hands of a large number of
Samarkand masters, took on the form of
rules and laws and were used in all regions
of Transoxiana as a school.

Conclusion

The study of the pottery of Greater
Khorasan in the Transoxiana region, for
political and economic reasons, shows that
the technical style of pottery production in
Samarkand and nearby centers was a
continuation of the technical style of
Neyshabur masters, and the works of
Samarkand and nearby centers show that
some special features can be recognized in
the works. The repetition of these items in
most works from the Transoxiana region,
led by artists from Samarkand and Chach,
has led to the name of the Samarkand

school, and throughout the region, these
decorations are used and seen only in this
region. These features include religious
and factual themes and decorative motifs.
Regarding decorative motifs, it should be
said that some of the external features of
the vessels, which are considered minor
decorations, are specific to the productions
of this region and identify the authenticity
of these works with similar examples in
other  production centers such as
Neyshabur. Minor decorations include the
extensive use of tomato and olive red
glazes in parts of the work or the use of red
to highlight the accents and dots of Kufic
inscriptions. However, sometimes due to
the limitations of materials, the use of
glazes gave the works a native quality. For
example, the outer body of Samarkand
pottery is free of glaze, and in some
vessels, lines in the shape of a bird's head
have been seen on the outer side of the
vessels. The use of peacock eye motifs as
well as schematic lines enclosed in
unbalanced frames alongside inscriptional
and plant decorations inside the vessels, the
decorations on the outer part of the bowl,
with hatchings in conjunction with short
inscriptional and  semi-inscriptional
compositions, and rat-tooth motifs on the
edge of the vessel, all of which are
recognized as special features of
Samarkand works. Of course, citing the
solid reasons mentioned in this article, the
Samarkand region can be considered the
successor of the Samanid earthenware style
and an independent school that had a great
influence on neighboring regions except
for Neyshabur.
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