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Abstract
The diversity of Eastern Iranian textiles in terms of the distinctive patterns and
combinations used in them represents a very rich, complex culture and ancient history.

In the creation of pictures used in the textiles, the elements of the surrounding nature
have not been the main source of inspiration for the creators and artists of the works,
rather, there are beliefs and thoughts that have been passed down from one generation
to the next generation from centuries and millennia ago. In excavations of ancient
artifacts from various cultural regions of Iran, some dating back to prehistoric times,
motifs of anchors have been found that correspond to the designs used in certain
textiles of the nomadic textiles in eastern Iran, such as in Khorasan and ancient Sistan.
The question raised is how this motif found its way into various works of art, including
the weavings of eastern Iran. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to introduce the symbol
of the anchor in the ancient artistic works of cultural Iran and to compare it with
corresponding motifs found in the handwoven textiles of eastern Iran. The nature of
this research is fundamental and descriptive and based on the analysis of documents
and historical data, archeology, symbology and library written sources. The findings
indicate that the anchor motif is an ancient array that has transitioned from ancient
Iranian culture over time and has appeared in various artistic works in simple forms,
combined with other symbols, or the anchor cross, eventually finding its way into
textiles. This transmission could have occurred through the establishment of cultural
relations with civilized lands due to migrations of tribes, trade, conquests, the
promotion of religions, and other factors.
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Introduction

The lands of Sistan and Khorasan were
considered as a part of the Iranian Empire
centuries before the era of the Median
rule. Among the motifs found in the tribal
handwoven textiles of the mentioned
areas, some symbols of the anchor can be
identified. This motif is similar to designs
found in prehistoric rock carvings,
pottery, abstract symbols, Elamite
inscriptions,  tombstone  engravings,
metalwork, coinage, textiles, architecture,
and stucco decorations discovered in the
same regions. These areas maintained
close connections with the sea. In this
regard, we can mention the maritime trade
and the relationship of the people of
Sistan with the Sea of Oman, and the great
skill of the Turkmen tribes living on the
eastern shores of the Caspian Sea in
sailing and fishing. As a result, anchor
motifs appear in these regions and show
strong similarities with the motifs used in
certain tribal weavings from eastern Iran,
such as those from ancient Sistan and
Khorasan. So how did this motif find its
way into various works of art, including
the weavings of eastern Iran? Therefore,
the purpose of this research is to introduce
the anchor as a symbol in ancient artworks
within the broader Iranian cultural sphere
and to compare it with corresponding
motifs found in the handwoven textiles of
eastern Iran. Also, examining the
historical background of the anchor, trace
its incorporation into various ancient
artifacts particularly textiles and to
identify woven works featuring anchor
motifs in these regions, based on a defined
sample population and comparison with
similarly inscribed historical artifacts.

Research Methodology

The nature of this research is qualitative
and is classified as fundamental research.
Based on evidence, documents, and
information obtained from library sources
including books, articles, journals, and
museum resources both domestic and
international as well as online research,
the study has been conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method. Initially,
after introducing the symbolic concept
and presenting the historical background

of the anchor, and by referencing theories
and approaches from the fields of
symbolism and mythology found in
authoritative sources on symbols and
signs, the study seeks to determine which
shapes and signs within ancient artifacts
among those resembling the geometric
form of the anchor correspond with the
anchor symbol. This step is taken to avoid
potential errors in correctly identifying
anchor-related motifs.  Subsequently,
using the same established criteria for
anchor motifs, and considering factors
such as the presence of other design
elements in the textiles, the regional
geography of the weaving communities,
and the sociocultural context of their
environment, a sample set of woven
works featuring the anchor motif has been
identified, categorized, and compiled.

Discussion and Findings
Findings indicate that the anchor motif in
tribal weavings is a decorative element
with a history dating back to four to six
millennia before the birth of Christ, and
that ancient Iran was among the earliest
centers of its emergence. With the advent
of Christianity, this motif was fused with
the symbol of the cross of Jesus Christ
and, over time, made its way into woven
textiles sometimes preserving its original
geometric form and at other times
accompanied by additional decorative
elements through artistic representations.
This transmission may have occurred for
various reasons and through multiple
channels, such as cultural exchanges
between weavers and civilized regions,
the migration of tribes and nomadic
groups, trade, or interethnic and intertribal
interactions.

Conclusions

Motif of anchor is an ornamental symbol
that originated in ancient and prehistoric
times. Like many early symbolic signs, it
initially  carried sacred meanings.
Concepts such as strength, stability,
flexibility, tranquility, loyalty, presence,
and connection to the earth were
associated with it. It can even be inferred
that, based on certain interpreted
meanings and themes, the motif may have
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also emerged as a guardian and protector
of some of the beliefs and spiritual
convictions held by nomadic
communities.

Based on the hypothesis of the existence
of this motif in the woven fabrics of the
ancient Khorasan and Sistan lands in the
territory of cultural Iran, the relationship
between the appearance of this motif in
ancient artifacts and the motifs used in
handwoven fabrics was examined. To
accurately align these motifs with those
observed in the weavings, it was
necessary to go beyond a mere visual
comparison of their outward forms and
consider sociological, historical,
geographical, and cultural contexts of the
local populations. Additionally, aspects
such as beliefs, commercial and tribal
relations, as well as regional and
interregional conflicts were taken into
account. Ultimately,  through a
comprehensive analysis of all symbolic
forms found in various archaeological
artifacts, the anchor motif was categorized
into three main types: simple anchor
designs, composite forms, and the anchor
cross. Accordingly, the nomadic weaver
internalized ancient ritual beliefs rooted in
tangible realities of the world and
transformed them into abstract and
conceptual imagery. The geometric form
of the anchor, influenced by the innate
creativity and aesthetic sensibility of the
weavers, along with the religious and
ritual considerations of the time, was
adorned with decorative elements such as
flowers, leaves, and shrubs. Thus, the
anchor’s hard and rough image was
reimagined into a refined and beautiful
motif within the woven works.
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Keywords Abstract
Book Covers, Motifs, Cover designing for the Holy Quran has always been an art and industry with
Timurid era, Safavid era, significant historical and aesthetic values serving the divine word. It can be noted
Astan Qods Razavi that the best examples of this can be observed in Iran during the Timurid and
Safavid eras. Some of these Qurans are preserved in the "Center for Manuscripts
Citation of the Central Library" of the Astan Quds Razavi, which have not yet been
Mohseni-Tafti, M., & introduced and analyzed on a case-by-case basis. From this, one can understand
Karimi, A. (2025). A the similarities and differences in the "designs and motifs" used in them and the
Comparative Study of the temporal influences between them. In this research, an effort has been made to
Motifs of the Quranic answer the question of what the commonalities and distinctions in the motifs of
Volumes in the Timurid the Qurans from the mentioned periods preserved in the Astan Quds Manuscript
and Safavid Periods Center are, and what the range of their influences is in the conducted comparison.
Preserved in The Astan Selected samples from each historical period consist of “three" Qurans, totaling
Quds Razavi. Journal of six cases. The results showed that the book covering of the Safavid period was
Greater Khorasan influenced by the Timurid period, and approximately more motifs used in the
Handicrafts. 2 (8), 29-48. construction and decoration of the covers were common in both periods. However,

despite the common motifs in the decoration of the bindings, it seems that during
the Safavid period, artists, by using diverse and warm colors, greatly enriched the

EE R covers, creating vibrant and volumetric motifs and achieving a more realistic state
compared to the covers of the Timurid era.
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Introduction

Book cover designing for a religious type of
books, aimed at protecting and respecting
their valuable and sacred content, has
always been a common practice among
believers and religious people throughout
history. Therefore, honoring the word of
revelation and adorning it with various
artistic ~ embellishments, as well as
preserving it, was typically supported under
the auspices of contemporary Islamic
rulers, so that the Quran, this miracle of the
Last Messenger (PBUH), would be further
cherished. The study of this art and craft
indicates that the best and most exquisite
examples of Quranic covers can be traced
back to the culturally inclined and art-
loving periods of Iranian history, such as
the "Timurid" and "Safavid" eras. It is
noteworthy that numerous Qurans from
these two periods have been prepared with
great finesse, considering the nuances and
details of technical and artistic skills, using
methods such as "burning” and "timaj
zarbi," thanks to outstanding bookbinders
and calligraphers, and are preserved in
leading collections and museums around
the world. One of these rare collections is
the "Center for Manuscripts" of the Central
Library of Astan Quds Razavi and the "
Quran and Manuscript Museum™ in
Mashhad. The Qurans preserved from these
two periods in Astan Quds Razavi have not
yet been the subject of detailed discussion
regarding the designs and motifs used in the
covers, allowing for a comparative research
opportunity to be presented.

Materials / Methods

This research is of a qualitative type, with a
fudamental goal and descriptive and
analytical nature and method. At the same
time, it engages in an adaptive process to
recognize the similarities and differences
between the two historical periods of the
Timurid and Safavid eras. The method of
data and information collection is library-
based with the tool of note-taking and field-
based through the observation of found
covers. The "research community" in this
study includes all Qurans with covers
featuring distinguished designs and motifs
from the aforementioned periods, which are
kept in the "Museum of the Quran and

Rarities" under the "Central Library
Manuscripts Center” of Astan Quds Razavi.
The selected samples include three Qurans
from the Timurid era with these registration
numbers: "137," "66," "21," and three
Qurans from the Safavid era with these
registration numbers: "291," "120," and
"224." In the examinations, criteria such as
"multiple motifs,” "variety of motifs," and
"delicacy in covering" have been
considered. Additionally, technical and
covering features of the manuscripts—such
as the owner, scribe, type of the cover, size,
number of lines, type of paper, type of ink,
and features of design and motifs like
composition, margins, and inscriptions,
types of motifs, and color—have been taken
into account.

Discussion and Findings

Through examining selected samples from
the Timurid period, it became clear that in
some versions, the date of covering is after
the date of writing. For example, Quran
number 21 was written in the 3rd century
AH and covered in the 9th century AH. The
type of script used is Kufic and, in some
cases, Thuluth. The size and dimensions of
the Qurans are typically ministerial and in
some cases are rectangular. Regarding the
scribes of the Qurans analyzed, Quran
number 21 is attributed to the Imams
(PBUTHh), Quran number 137 to the Shirazi
scribe, Zain al-Abidin bin Muhammad, and
Quran number 66 is unknown. The type of
material or writing surface on which the
Quran is written is leather in issue 21,
Dawlat Abadi paper in issue 137, and Khan
Balagh paper (Chinese) in issue 66. The
result of examining the design and motifs
used in the covers of three selected Qurans
from the Timurid period indicates that we
are faced with Arabesque designs,
including Abry (cloud), Mary (shake
shaped), and Khurtum (Elephant’s trunk)
motifs as well as floral and geometric
patterns. The compositions are mostly
scattered, symmetrical, and balanced while
being simple and not overly elaborate.
Considering the framing features, they have
corner brackets, with both plain and
patterned margins, and includes a central
Shamsa and Tangerine design. Through
examining selected samples from the

A Comparative Study of...

Journal of
Greater Khorasan Handicrafts

Vol. 2, No. 8, 2025
30



A Comparative Study of...

Journal of
Greater Khorasan Handicrafts

Vol. 2, No. 8, 2025
31

Safavid period, it became evident that a
difference in date between writing and
covering is apparent in one version, namely
number 120. The type of script used is
respectively: Naskh, Reyhan, and Thuluth.
The size and dimensions of the Qurans are
generally ministerial. The scribes of the
Qurans are as follows: for Quran number
291, Hosseini Abd al-Qadir, for number
120, Yaqut Musta'simi, and for the last one,
number 224 the scribe is unknown. The
type of paper is of the Kashmir variety, with
text and margins. The outcome of
examining the design and motifs used in the
cover of three selected Qurans from the
Timurid period shows that we encounter
Arabesque designs, including Abry (cloud),
Mary (snake shaped), and Khurtum
(Elephant’s trunk) motifs as well as floral,
geometric and Khata’i patterns. The
compositions are mostly symmetrical and
balanced, intricate and delicate. The
framing features crenellated corner
brackets, with both patterned and plain
margins, and includes a gilded patterned
Tangerine.

Conclusions

In the Timurid period, the subject of motifs
mostly includes more plant motifs. The
design of the motifs, using thin and thick
lines (speed and slowness) obtained from a
brush, incorporates a combination of
Arabesque motifs and calligraphy with high
density, the method of executing motifs in
terms of symmetry and regular repetition,
diverse composition especially with the
design of borders, text, headings, and a
central motif. In the Safavid period, the
motifs include rotating plant shapes
(Khata’i and Arabesque), various types of
Abbasi and Arabesque flowers (simple,
textured, flowering, leaf-like, snake-like),
utilization of different motifs in various
combinations (surface, size, and shape),
designs and motifs using various methods
of symmetry (inverse, rotational, and
mirror) and variants (radial and linear) have
been executed, and diverse compositions
have been employed in the structures of
Tangerines, corner and Tangerine, and
Icicle-like and a like, and it can be stated
that, the art of gilding and binding during
the Safavid era advanced under the
influence of the book covering art of the

Timurid period, and approximately most of
the motifs used in the construction and
decoration of covering in this period are
common. Among the common features of
Quranic coverings in the two mentioned
periods, the following can be noted: the use
of floral and vine motifs, Arabesque motifs
in the form of Tangerine and Shamsa,
intricate plant forms, and designs of flowers
and clouds in Chinese style, geometric
motifs, gilding designs (Arabesque and
Khata’i), plant motifs (flower and vine
designs), corner pieces and Tangerine, and
the use of borders in covers (with
Arabesque designs, floral and vine motifs
and inscriptions, Chinese clouds). Among
the differentiating aspects of Quranic
covers in the two periods, it should be
mentioned that most of the motifs used in
the decoration of coverings are common,
yet it seems that during the Safavid period,
artists, through vibrant and warm colors,
added color to the interiors of the motifs and
provided a great variety to the covers,
resulting in a more realistic and tangible
expression compared to the covers of the
Timurid period. The motifs of covers in the
Timurid period (Arabesque motifs, cloud-
like, snake-like, elephant trunk- like, plant-
like, Khata’i) are simple and have fewer
decorations; whereas the motifs in the
covers of the Safavid period, besides
Arabesque motifs, cloud and snake like, and
Khata’i, also utilized flower and bird motifs
“colorful and cheerful flowers” and the
motifs appear to be rich in color and can be
described as having a three-dimensional
and dynamic appearance.
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Abstract

Islamic art, particularly its architecture, has always been a manifestation of mystical
and spiritual ideas. This religious art offers a mystical interpretation of humanity, the
world, and one's life, with religion serving as the wellspring of this mysticism and
spirituality. Tile patterns and inscriptions in Islamic buildings not only enhance their
aesthetic beauty but also act as symbols of the unseen realms and spiritual
manifestations. The intricate geometric patterns used in tilework are a representation
of the unity of existence and the harmonious divine order of the universe. These
patterns, through their repetition and variety, allude to the infinity of God and his
appearance in various levels of being. This research focuses on Khangahs (Sufi lodges)
in the city of Bukhara, the exterior walls of which are adorned with decorations. These
Khanqahs are a legacy of the Shaybanid and Ashtrakhanid periods, during which they
were built. The decorations on the exterior facade of these buildings, which mainly
include plant patterns, geometric patterns, and inscriptions, are mostly seen in the
eastern part of the ivan (a vaulted hall or space open on one side) and sometimes on
the ceiling of the porticoes. In this study, in addition to identifying the patterns used
in the decorations of the Khangahs, the position of these patterns within the building
and the mystical meanings inherent in them are also examined. The research method
in this article is based on the case study approach, and the data is gathered through
library and documentary research. By studying the decorations, it can be seen that
symbols such as light, eternity, and attention to the concept of unity in multiplicity are
expressed by images such as water lily flowers, Shah Abbasi flowers, Shamsahs based
on even numbers, and some selected verses of the inscriptions.
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Introduction

Religions and sects convey the expression
of divine concepts to their followers and
those around them in various ways, such
as literature, speech, art, and any other
means of expression.

Sufism, in Islamic thought, has drawn
upon the inner perception of divine
meanings for transmission or meaning
production. As a result, many of the
practices and teachings of this sect are
based on symbolism and signification,
manifested in devotional spaces, and
sometimes through religious discourse.
With the arrival of Sufism in Khorasan,
this idea spread widely, as evidenced by
the large number of Sufi lodges in the
region. This development paved the
ground for expressing Sufi mystical
symbols in buildings, as they allowed for
a more prolonged and secure articulation
compared to written texts. This is because
symbols, at first glance, possess an
aesthetic quality and are only accessible to
those engaged in Dhikr and the mystics,
whose doors to their meanings are opened
through contemplation and nightly
devotions. Therefore, they were less
vulnerable to destruction by opposing
forces in the future. In this research, an
attempt was made to describe and analyze
the symbolic decorations of these
buildings by introducing the Sufi lodges
of Great Khorasan. The research method
in this article is based on a case study and
the data gathering is based on library-
documentary  studies. The current
research seeks to answer this question that
what meanings do the paintings used on
the exterior walls of Bukhara Sufi lodges
contain?

Materials / Methods

The aim of the research is to identify the
origin of the symbols used on the external
walls of the Bukhara Sufi lodges. From
the perspective of the nature of the
research, this research is in the field of
descriptive research. The research method
is based on case studies. Considering the
date and location of the Sufi lodges, most
of the Sufi lodges were built in the
Bukhara region. Information was

collected from buildings for which
reliable evidence could be found.
Considering the geography of the
research, images related to this use were
collected and then by examining its
motifs, an attempt was made to categorize
them. Among the twenty-two Sufi lodges
that could be examined in Bukhara, only
six buildings with intact decorations
remain.

Fig 1- Map of Sufi lodges: a. Chorbakr, b.
Qasim Sheikh, c. Khwaja Zainuddin, d.
Faizaobod, e. Nadir Diwan Begi, f.
Kizbibi

Discussion and Findings

Decorations are mainly on the eastern part
of Sufi lodges, and only in one of them the
decorations were on the ceiling. In other
facades, there are no decorations or, like
QasimSheikh Sufi lodge, decorations are
used in all the porches except the western
one. This could be a sign of the
symbolism of the dawn in the eastern
body. In Kizbibi Sufi lodge, the geometric
knots are decorated with Tangerine with
arabesque motifs, and arabesque and
Khatai are not used separately. Among the
plant motifs, the lotus flower is the most
used, and the Shah-Abbasi flower was
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used in the Khwaja Zainuddin and Nadir
Diwan Beigi Sufi lodgs. Arabesque is the
simultaneous  manifestation of the
universe, the sky, and worldly nature, and
therefore has both heavenly and earthly
meanings. The lotus flower is a symbol of
light and purity in the universe, and the
Shah Abbasi flower symbolizes the
constant and renewed manifestation of
mystical meanings. The multi-leaf flower
is also a symbol of paradise. From
examining the geometric knots used in the
Sufi lodges of Bukhara, it is understood
that the shamsahs are drawn in the form of
six, eight, nine, ten, and twelve points.
The six-point Shamsa represents the first
step of Solok. In the sixth principle of the
Nagshbandiyyah path, turning towards
God during remembrance is essential and
necessary. The eight-point Shamsa has
been used in Diwan Begi and Chorbakr
Khangah. The twelve-point Shamsa,
based on the number twelve, were
common in the 16th century.

Conclusions

The architectural decorations used in
religious buildings express aesthetic
views. By studying the decorations of the
Bukhara Sufi lodges, we can understand
concepts and symbols. Many decorations
were used on the eastern facade of the
buildings. These motifs can be
categorized and analyzed as plant,
geometric, etc. Plant motifs are rooted in
the ancient belief in the sanctity of plants
and a deep respect for nature. Arabesque
and Khatai motifs as one of the most
widely used plant motifs were seen in all
the Sufi lodges except for the Kizbibi Sufi
lodge. The Shah-Abbasi flower or
pomegranate flower, which is a modified
version of the lotus flower, was also used
in the tiles of the Sufi lodge of Khowaja-
Zeynodin and Nader Divan Baigi. The
water lily and multi-petaled flowers were
used in most of plant patterns except for
the Chorbakr Sufi lodge. Plant motifs in
the Bukhara Sufi lodges refers to the
process of cosmic evolution and creation,
symbolizing purity and light, the
manifestation and renewal of creation. In
other words, flowers can be considered as
a sign for the Salik to pay attention to the

overall process of creation and to focus on
his individual creation and luminous goal,
and ultimately to know that the ultimate
path of the Salik is light, purity, and
heaven.

In the geometric designs of the Bukhara
Sufi lodges, six-pointed, eight-pointed,
nine-pointed, ten-pointed, and twelve-
pointed Shamsahs can be seen, among
which the ten-pointed Shamsa is the most
widely used. The Shamsa symbolizes the
plurality of manifestations of God's
attributes and evokes the concept of light.
The six-pointed Shamsa is an expression
of the first stage of the path, the eight-
pointed Shamsa is a symbol of the eighth
door of heaven or the repentance. The ten-
pointed Shamsa is a symbol of the
ascension of mystical minds to the level of
the Great World. Geometric designs can
be called mystical geometry according to
their transcendent and spiritual goals.
Because according to Islamic mysticism,
all of God's creation is based on geometry.
Islamic geometry, with its spiritual and
mystical message and content, seeks to
manifest mystical concepts in these
decorations.

The text of the inscriptions warns the
Salik. Some refer to verses of punishment
and warning, some others refer to the
smallness of human actions in comparison
to the divine position, and some refer to
the service to creation and the obligation
of the mendicant to give. In summary,
four themes can be observed: in addition
to the inherent poverty of man, beside the
reward for good deeds, there are also hints
about the punishment of sin, too. A study
of the decorations of the Bukhara Sufi
lodges shows that the symbolized
mystical concepts have led to the
emergence of a design consistent with the
principles of Sufism. The aim was that in
this space, the Salik could complete the
stages of the journey towards God.
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Abstract

Iranian painters by using geometric principles such as the proportions of regular
polygons and the golden ratio, have skillfully established complex relationships
between form and space. This complicated and multilayered language serves as a
tool for creating balance and visual order in painting. Thus, geometry appears to
act as an identity-forming element, creating a unique quality in Persian painting.
One of the most remarkable examples of this approach is the painting of Building
the Khwarnag Palace, which is created based on specific geometric principles and
regulations. This study by employing a descriptive-analytical case study method
and utilizing library-based research techniques, aims to examine the engineering
system of the image in this painting. Therefore, the main research questions are:
1. What are the geometric proportions used in the painting of Building the
Khwarnaq Palace? 2. Has the painter purposefully employed geometry to narrate
the theme of the artwork? The findings of this study reveal that: 1. The artist has
meticulously organized geometric elements and a systematic arrangement of
linear and formal relationships in line with the painting's content. 2. The painter
has used traditional drafting techniques, mathematical proportions, and numerical
relationships to place the elements of the work. 3. The size of the primary figures
in the painting (builders and architects) form a cohesive and interconnected
system, in which the size of each figure corresponds to the diameters of the related
geometric motifs.
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Introduction

Humans have always sought to achieve
eternal life. The stone tombs and the
special significance that they had in
different regions can be considered as part
of this effort, and perhaps the choice of
stone material and their durability has
been the same to this day. The tombs of
each region have their own structure and
specific themes derived from their
different beliefs and cultures. The
cemetery of Tabadkan village in
Khorasan Razavi province is full of stone
tombs that can reveal these themes
through studying them. These tombs are
located on a wide cemetery area on a hill
near the village. Additionally, five
sarcophagus-like tombs are located inside
the shrine of the famous Imamzadeh
Tabadkan or Imamzadeh Panjtan, which
is annually visited by a large number of
Shia Muslims. In this research, the stone
tombs have been analyzed and examined
in terms of material, iconography, and
inscriptions. Furthermore, the meanings
of these decorative motifs and their
connection to the culture and customs of
the local people have been investigated to
shed light on a part of the history and
culture of their ancestors. Thus, the
research aims to answer the question:
What is the form and decorations of the
stone tombs in Tabadkan village and what
content do they have?

Materials and Methods

The research method is descriptive-
analytical based on documentary studies
and field research. Out of the total number
of stone tombs in this village, 86 tombs
were photographed. Out of this number,
51 tombs were examined due to the
diversity of patterns and unique features.
Additionally, five tombs were also present
inside the shrine of the Sayyids, bringing
the total research samples to 56.
Furthermore, interviews were conducted

with prominent individuals from the
village and a few officials of the
Imamzadeh Panjtan. After this stage, the
stone tombs were reviewed and
categorized. In the next stage, all the stone
tombs were classified based on their form,
patterns, and inscriptions, and linear
images were taken for a more detailed
study using software. Then, the patterns
were examined, and finally, the scripts
and contents of the inscriptions were
analyzed.

Results

The findings indicate that two types of
tombstones, horizontal (mihrabi) and box-
shaped (with five stones inside the
sarcophagus), exist in this village. The
majority of these stones are made of
granite and schist, with a limited number
also being made of marble. The stones are
neatly and beautifully framed, with
engravings and inscriptions. These
engravings consist of a collection of
geometric, floral, objects, and
inscriptions. The inscriptions on the
tombstones usually include the name and
details of the deceased, and in the past,
they also included the names of their
father and ancestors. The inscriptions
found on the tombstones typically praise
the deceased, recount battles and
historical events, and sometimes include
elegies describing the loss and separation
from loved ones, traditions and sayings of
the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), as
well as verses and poems related to death
and the afterlife. All of these texts are
written in beautiful Nastalig and Thuluth
calligraphy. The beautiful engravings,
including depictions of everyday objects
to the specific weapons of this region, all
give a unique charm to the tombstones.
While floral and everyday object
engravings can be found abundantly in
most of the Dasht-e Towz cemeteries, the
patterns and designs of weapons and
military equipment observed in these
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tombstones cannot be found in any other
region. This reflects the significance of
the people of the region towards valor and
militancy. This has led to weapons being
meticulously engraved with great detail.
The engravings are designed based on the
position, personality, and characteristics
of the deceased. The overall form of the
stone, its engravings, and inscriptions all
signify a wide range of beliefs and
traditions of the people of the region,
serving as a page of history. What is
engraved on the stone, from the
engravings to the inscriptions, all serve
the purpose of seeking forgiveness and
peace for the deceased for a better life in
the eternal world, and expressing grief
and mourning for the survivors, which
signifies the immortality of mankind.

Discussion and Conclusion
The only article obtained from the

research background on the Tabadkan
tombstones is the article "The Tombstone
of Sayyids Tabadkan" by Mohammad
Hasan Pakdaman (1389). Of course, in
this article, only the introduction and
general description of five box-shaped
tombstones inside the mausoleum shrine
of the Imams' descendants have been
discussed, and there is not much mention
of other tombstones in this village
cemetery.  Another article titled
"Tombstones of Dasht-e Towas" by
Ghadir Afrond (1383). Of course, this
article does not focus on a specialized
examination of Tabadkan tombstones, but
based on the characteristics of some of the
stones, it can be helpful. In this article,
most places with historical tombstones
have been identified, and about 550
inscribed tombstones have been classified
due to their historical and artistic
significance, and the historical, content,
and visual features of the remaining
tombstones have been examined; stones
that some of them date back to the eighth

century AH. This research is among the
initial articles that have addressed this
important issue, and due to the significant
differences in the tombstones of this
region compared to other parts of Iran,
access to written sources is limited.
Therefore, this research is the first
comprehensive study on examining the
patterns, forms, and themes of the
tombstones in the village of Tabadkan.
Therefore, considering the vastness and
hidden secrets within this cemetery and
tombstones, there is a need for more
comprehensive research and
investigations that researchers can now
complete.
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Keywords Abstract
Timurids, Historical There are unanswered questions about carpet weaving during the Timurid period, as no
Sources Carpet intact and complete carpet has been found from this period. The information about Timurid

carpets is largely based on conjectures derived from illustrated manuscripts, historical
chronicles, travelogues, and geographical accounts, which provide only a limited
understanding. This study aims to address the following questions: 1. What was the status

Weaving, Timur
(Tamerlane), Shahrukh

and application of carpet weaving during the Timur and Shahrukh eras, based on historical

Citation sources? 2. What were the raw materials used in weaving carpets during the Timur and
Shadlou, D. (2025). A Shahrukh eras? 3. What artists played a role in the formation and development of the art of
Study of Carpet Weaving carpet weaving during the Timur and Shahrukh eras? The aim of this research is to
during the Timur and investigate and analyze the position and transformations of carpet weaving during the
Shahrukh Periods Based reigns of Timur and Shahrukh, with a focus on historical texts. The present study employs
on Historical Sources. a historical-interpretive methodology and an analytical approach, seeking to construct a
Journal of Greater coherent narrative of carpet weaving during the Timurid era by analyzing historical data in
Khorasan Handicrafts. 2 political, social, and cultural contexts .The findings indicate that carpet weaving was a
(8), 93-112. prominent art during this period, shaped by political, economic, and cultural developments.

Luxurious and decorative carpets had a special status in palaces and courtly gatherings,
symbolizing opulence. Painters played a key role in enhancing the technical and aesthetic
dimensions of this art by designing intricate carpet patterns. During Shahrukh’s reign, royal
patronage further stimulated the expansion of carpet weaving, while the fusion of diverse
artistic styles contributed to the improvement of both the technical quality and artistic value
of the carpets. The legacy of Timurid carpet weaving profoundly influenced subsequent
periods, especially the Safavid era, paving the way for significant advancements in this art
form.
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Introduction

In the Islamic period before the Safavids,
no complete examples of Iranian carpets
have survived. Consequently, the
reconstruction of designs from that time
relies solely on paintings, historical texts,
and travelogues — sources whose
reliability has been a subject of ongoing
debate. The inherent perishability of
carpet materials and the lack of material
artifacts have made research in this field
more challenging than in other artistic
domains with more durable remnants.
While other art historical disciplines
typically advance through the analysis of
extant works, the study of carpet history
grapples with a scarcity of evidence and
historical ambiguities.  Furthermore,
successive wars in carpet-producing
regions and a dearth of specialized
historical accounts have compounded
these difficulties. Regarding carpet
weaving during the Timurid period (771-
911  AH/1370-1506  CE), clear
information remains elusive, and no
definitive examples of carpets from that
era have been identified. A tufted carpet
fragment in the Benaki Museum in Athens
has been attributed to Iran or Central Asia,
and the possibility of its belonging to the
Timurid era has been suggested, but this
attribution lacks definitive evidence. Our
understanding of Timurid carpets is
primarily derived from contemporary or
near-contemporary paintings and
historical texts. The aim of this research is
to investigate and analyze carpet weaving
during the reigns of Timur and ShahRukh,
drawing upon written historical texts from
that period. It aims to identify the status,
applications, and raw materials utilized in
carpet weaving during that era, as well as
to recognize the artists active in this field.
Accordingly, this research seeks to
answer the following questions: 1. What
was the status and application of carpet
weaving during the Timur and Shahrukh
eras, based on historical sources? 2. What
were the raw materials used in weaving
carpets during the Timur and Shahrukh
eras? 3. What artists played a role in the
formation and development of the art of
carpet weaving during the Timur and
Shahrukh eras?

Materials / Methods

This study, using an interpretive-
historical method and an analytical
approach, seeks to present a coherent
picture of carpet weaving during the
Timurid period based on political, social,
and cultural data. The main sources of the
research are historical texts written in or
close to the Timurid era, which allow for
the identification of the characteristics of
carpet weaving during that period. These
sources include chronicles such as Habib
al-Sir, Zafarnameh, Rawd al-Safa, Ahsan
al-Tawarikh and Zubd al-Tawarikh and
travelogues such as Kalawikhu and lbn
Battuta, urban chronicles such as Sanayi
al-Bada'i and Bada'i al-Wagai, and
geographical texts. The extracted data are
arranged in a chronological framework to
complement each other and answer the
main research questions. In this regard,
aspects such as weaving centers, raw
materials, the role of carpets in
decorations, and their relationship with
other arts have been examined.

Discussion and Findings

Timur  (Tamerlane) established a
powerful dynasty by attacking Iran, and
despite his devastating campaigns, he was
not indifferent to art and culture. He
relocated artisans and artists to
Samarkand, endeavoring to foster the
city's prosperity. Although Timur's focus
was primarily on Samarkand, to the
detriment of other Iranian regions, art
during this period experienced a fusion of
diverse styles. Carpet weaving, which had
flourished in various Iranian cities prior to
Timur, retained its significance after his
consolidation of power. Carpets were
valued both as essential commodities and
as luxury items within the Timurid court,
with the finest examples being woven to
adorn mosques. Centers such as Fars and
Kerman were skilled in weaving high-
quality carpets, and the transfer of carpet-
weaving artisans to Samarkand is
plausible. Cities like Kashan and the
Khorasan region were also important
centers of carpet weaving during that era.
Clavijo's travelogue provides valuable
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information regarding the use of carpets
and their raw materials during Timur's
reign. Silk, cotton, and wool were readily
available to weavers, and exquisite silk
carpets were utilized in the Timurid court.
The magnificent Timurid palaces were
also furnished with beautiful carpets.
Following Timur's death, his son
ShahRukh transferred the capital to Herat,
during whose reign art and knowledge
flourished. The patronage of ShahRukh
and Baysunghur Mirza facilitated the
advancement of various arts, including
carpet weaving, leading to the production
of luxurious and valuable carpets.
Although historical sources from this
period contain limited direct references to
the art of carpet weaving, contemporary
paintings indicate that carpets constituted
a significant element of ornamentation,
with carpet designs likely being created
by illuminators. Centers such as
Khorasan, Isfahan, Kerman, and
Azerbaijan were renowned for their
production of fine carpets. During
ShahRukh's rule, particularly in Herat,
carpet weaving was an important and
prestigious industry, with delicate silk
carpets being woven that possessed both
decorative and monetary value. Despite
the unrest, the reign of Timur and
Shahrukh had a positive impact on the art
of Iranian carpet weaving and paved the
way for its flourishing in later periods.

Conclusions

This research investigates carpet weaving
during the Timurid and ShahRukh periods
based on historical texts. The findings
show that this art had a high status and had
a deep connection with political, cultural,
and economic developments. Despite the
damage caused by wars, the natural
resources of Iran and the support of the
Timurid rulers facilitated the continuation
and growth of this industry. Firstly, Timur
and his successors, recognizing the soft
power of art, patronized it and relocated
artists, including carpet weavers, to
Samarkand. This action led to artistic
flourishing and the fusion of diverse
styles. Secondly, exquisite carpets held a
special place in palaces, mosques, and
court circles; sources such as Hafiz Abru

and Abd al-Razzag Samargandi mention
delicate silk carpets in the Samarkand
Grand Mosque. These carpets, beyond
their functional aspect, also possessed
decorative and financial value. Thirdly,
the design of carpet patterns in this period
was often undertaken by painters of books
and architecture, and this interaction
enhanced the technical and aesthetic
quality of the carpets. However, sources
rarely mention the names of designers or
weavers, suggesting the integration of this
art with other artistic disciplines.
Fourthly, carpet weaving was prevalent in
regions such as Khorasan, Fars, Kerman,
Isfahan, and Azerbaijan, although
determining production styles requires the
analysis  of  pictorial illustrations.
Furthermore, the exquisite Herati carpets
during the reign of ShahRukh have been
mentioned which were widely used in the
court. Fifthly, extensive courtly support
for artists, particularly during ShahRukh's
era, fostered the further prosperity of
carpet weaving, and the production of fine
silk carpets expanded. Overall, the
Timurid and Shahrukh eras, despite the
crises, paved the way for the flourishing
of carpet weaving and the creation of a
legacy for later periods, including the
Safavid era. During this period, carpets
were a symbol of the rulers' power,
wealth, and artistic taste.
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Abstract

A significant part of Islamic-Iranian architecture is dedicated to the decorations of
buildings aimed at providing them with identity, and the decorative motifs in the
architecture of various historical periods have taken on diverse forms. These forms
can be observed in stone carvings, plasterwork, ornamental frameworks,
Mugarnas, tile work, bricklaying, and more. These motifs in their gradual
evolution and development, exhibit specific manifestations of philosophical,
mystical, and artistic concepts in the execution of ornaments. They have gradually
transitioned from human and animal motifs to plant motifs (Arabesque and
Khata'i), geometric designs, and calligraphy. According to scholars and
orientalists, these motifs and their application in Islamic art possess unique and
conscious characteristics and functions that have reached a specific expression in
abstract art based on a monotheistic perspective. This research examines the place
of abstract motifs and the quality of abstract expression in the ornamental art of
the Islamic Timurid period, posing the fundamental question: “What is the
position of abstraction in the architectural decorations of the Timurid era?” It
seems that the tradition of tile decoration with Khata'i-Arabesque motifs and
geometric Girih in the exterior coverings of buildings, which reached its peak
during the Timurid era, was based on this principle. Therefore, explaining abstract
art, expression, understanding, and proper education in academic and scientific
centers is the most crucial necessity of this research, as many still conflate these
two concepts of abstraction in the West and Islamic art.
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Introduction

Decoration of Iranian architecture actually
refers to the arrays that are objectively
expressed in Iran’s architectural art based
on cultural, national, social and artistic
principles and values and taste. These
arrays express the cultural identity of the
people of this country. What, how and why
of these decorations are among the
important questions raised in this field.
Some, such as Derek Hill and Oleg Graber,
have a formalistic and superficial view of
architectural decorations and believe that
decorations are merely an external
covering and lack any cultural or ritual
meaning. Decorative materials are used
merely to cover the underlying surfaces
and are for adornment and visual pleasure.
On the contrary, those such as Burckhardt
believe that: In Islamic art, art is a way of
giving spiritual dignity to matter. These
motifs have a mystical and contemplative
nature and are a reflection of unity in
plurality and plurality in unity. Based on
the documents of the Timurid era,
architectural decorations have developed
and expanded in this era and have been
extended from the interior spaces to the
exterior surfaces of buildings. Within the
Timurid Empire, the harmony and
integration of the exterior and interior of
buildings have been emphasized by the
founders and architects. The main question
of the research is: What is the position of
abstraction in the architectural decorations
of the Timurid era? It seems that the
tradition of decorating tiles with Khata'i-
Islamic (arabesque) patterns and geometric
Girih tiles, which reached its peak in the
exterior covering of buildings during the
Timurid period, was based on religious
beliefs and an abstract view of decorations.
The need to explain abstract art, its
expression, understanding, and proper
teaching in academic and scientific centers
seems more urgent than ever, because

despite the difference and even opposition
to the abstract view in the West, many still
consider these two different functions in
art to be the same, which is the reason for
the weakness of scientific research in this
field.

Materials and Methods

The research is fundamental in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms
of method, with the aim of reading
architectural decorations, based on the
concept of abstraction and expressing its
position in architectural decorations of the
Timurid period. The collection of data is
based on: written documents, collecting
images, and field observations.

Discussion and findings

The historical evolution of Iranian art
decorations, including architecture, shows
that these decorations were not created all
at once, but over time and they are
connected to the previous eras like a
continuous chain. These decorations are
the manifestation and reflection of the
symbols, myths and beliefs of the people
of this region. In most of the historical
periods of Iran, the decorations have
various forms with rich colors, which are
affected by the climatic conditions of Iran.
In addition, the existing materials, the
religious and political goal, and the will of
the founders are among the most important
factors in the development of architecture
and decorations related to it. lranian
architectural decorations of the Islamic
period are in the form of Islamic art.
Decoration in Islamic art is a unifying
factor. The elegance of decoration
removes the tension in the levels and with
the possibility of unlimited expansion, it
creates a kind of infinite concept that is
caused by the belief in the existence of a
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single and eternal God. The basis of
Islamic abstract art is the crossing of the
ties of material world and the theological
journey. These decorations are complex,
but they are not disordered and confused.
Since elements have symbolic use, they
create a concept and mental state. In
creating an abstract work, the artist avoids
pluralism in the use of visual elements and
settles for the smallest elements, i.e. line
and color, which create a two-dimensional
surface, and strictly avoids volumetrics.

Conclusion

Decorations in Iranian art have a symbolic
and conceptual expression. Whether it's
the carvings of Persepolis, which were a
symbol of royal authority, power, and
glory, or the motifs of the Islamic era,
which followed a specific type of
selection, execution, and most importantly,
perception. From the perspective of a
Muslim artist, the manifestation of God's
color in all matters of life is the most
important approach of a Muslim artist.
During the Timurid period, the decorations
of buildings extended from the interior
spaces of the building to the exterior
spaces, and the exterior surfaces of the
building were adorned with the art of
tiling. These tiles are accompanied by
geometric, Islamic, and Khatai patterns,
which are considered among the most
abstract motifs in Islamic art. From a
content perspective, an abstract and
semantic perspective is prevalent in the
arrays of Islamic art. These unparalleled
rules are perfected in the architectural
arrangements of the Timurid period with
abstract concepts derived from the spirit of
the sacred religion of Islam.
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