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functions, such as delivering sermons, education, and teaching religious and social
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sciences. Therefore, the best materials and skilled craftsmen were employed in their

decorative features of wooden pulpits during the Qajar period. Accordingly, the present

study aims to investigate the formal and decorative characteristics of Qajar pulpits in Iran
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in order to identify a common formal pattern and their methods of decoration. The present

study employed a quantitative method with a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing on
library and documentary research as well as field surveys, to investigate the common
formal, decorative, and technical characteristics of wooden pulpits dating from the Qajar
period. On this basis, 22 accessible pulpits from different parts of Iran were examined. The
results show that the common pattern of the main form of Iranian wooden pulpits during
the Qajar period consists of a multi-part body with five steps, without an entrance door,
magqsurah, or railing. Their decoration was generally arranged symmetrically and employed
geometric motifs through the girih-chini technique, particularly the eight-pointed shamsa,

together with religious texts and poetry.
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Introduction

The pulpit has historically been one of the
important  instruments for transmitting
religious teachings and delivering sermons in
Islamic societies. In mosques, it also played a
role in the social and political life of
communities. During the Qajar period, wooden
pulpits had a particular position and were
constructed in different sizes, forms, and
decorative techniques. Despite the existence of
numerous historical examples, a systematic
study of the formal, structural, technical, and
decorative characteristics of wooden pulpits of
the Qajar period has received limited attention.
In addition, the naming of some motifs and
construction methods by contemporary
traditional pulpit makers, without sufficient
historical and scholarly support, demonstrates
the necessity of examining the surviving
historical examples. The present research
therefore focuses on Qajar wooden pulpits in
Iran and seeks to identify their common formal,
structural, and decorative characteristics and to
establish a shared pattern. The main research
question is: What is the common formal and
decorative pattern of wooden pulpits of the
Qajar period in Iran?

Materials and Methods

The research employs a descriptive-analytical
method with a comparative approach and a
fundamental research nature. Information was
collected through documentary and library
studies as well as field surveys, direct
observation, and photography of Qajar wooden
pulpits. The collected information was
analyzed through both quantitative and
qualitative methods. The temporal scope of the
research is the Qajar period, while its
geographical scope covers present-day Iran.
Among 24 historically registered wooden
pulpits in Iran, 12 belong to the periods from
the Seljuq to the Safavid era and 12 are
attributed to the Qajar period. Based on the
accessible and existing examples, 22 pulpits
were selected purposefully and through non-
probability sampling. The examples were
categorized geographically into the northern,
eastern, northwestern, and central regions of
Iran. Having decorative elements or a
construction inscription was also considered
among the criteria for selecting the examples.
The pulpits were examined according to
indicators including the number of steps,
entrance door, maqsurah, railing, body
structure, decorative techniques, geometric and

vegetal motifs, construction inscriptions,
maker, patron, and the content of inscriptions.
Discussion and Findings

The examination of 22 Qajar wooden pulpits
showed that the number of steps ranges from
three to eleven, with five-step pulpits having
the highest frequency. As the number of steps
increases, the height and width of the body also
increase, resulting in greater requirements for
decoration and higher construction costs.
Entrance doors and magqsurahs were mainly
observed in taller pulpits and were absent from
most of the examined examples. Railings, in
addition to their protective function, frequently
formed part of the decorative surface of the
pulpits.

Two principal construction methods were
identified: unified bodies and multi-part
bodies. In the Ilatter method, wooden
components were assembled using the frame-
and-panel  technique, creating regular
geometric spaces suitable for decoration. The
analysis of decorative features indicates that
girih-chini was the dominant decorative
technique in Qajar wooden pulpits, while
geometric motifs were more extensively used
than vegetal motifs. Motifs based on the eight-
pointed shamsa had the widest distribution and
were applied to different parts of the body,
railing, steps, and seat. Alongside girih-chini,
other techniques such as carving, engraving,
latticework, painting, marquetry, mugqarnas,
khatam-work, metal inlay, and woodturning
were also observed in some examples.
Inscriptions  constitute another important
element of the examined pulpits. Some
inscriptions contain the name of the maker,
date of construction, and patron, while others
consist of religious texts, Quranic verses,
sacred names, and poetry. Religious poetry
occupies a notable position among these texts.
Examples of religious poetry were observed on
the pulpits of Garmeh, Nushabad, Shahrekord,
Zanjan, and the Khatam pulpit of Golestan
Palace. The role of patrons in the construction
and decoration of the pulpits is also significant,
as approximately half of the examined
examples contain inscriptions referring to their
patrons.

Overall, the findings indicate that despite
regional and technical differences, Qajar
wooden pulpits share a set of common
structural and decorative characteristics. The
use of geometric motifs, particularly the eight-
pointed shamsa, together with religious
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inscriptions and poetry, represents one of the
principal common features among the
examined examples.

Conclusions

Based on the common characteristics extracted
from the 22 examined examples, the main form
of a Qajar wooden pulpit can be described as a
multi-part body with five steps, without an
entrance door and magsurah, and with a railing.
Its decoration was mainly organized
symmetrically on both sides of the body and on
the fronts of the steps, using the girih-chini
technique. Among the geometric motifs, the
eight-pointed shamsa has the most prominent
presence. Vegetal motifs were used more
selectively, particularly on the seat and body
frames, through techniques such as carving and
latticework. Inscriptions and religious poetry
were also important decorative and semantic
elements, while the names of makers and
patrons were recorded on some examples.
Thus, although Qajar wooden pulpits may
initially appear diverse and influenced by the
individual ~ experience = of  craftsmen,
comparative examination reveals a relatively
common pattern in their structure, geometric
decoration, and religious content. These
characteristics demonstrate the relationship
between function, structure, and meaning in
Iranian wooden pulpits of the Qajar period.
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