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Abstract

Decorative Kufic script is one of the most visually distinguished forms of Islamic
calligraphy. Due to its decorative features, it has provided extensive opportunities for the
development and creation of a vast array of diverse and innovative works. Because of the
complexities of its lettering and ornamentation, this script is often difficult to read and was
therefore primarily employed in the surah headings and opening verses of the Quran. Thus,
it can be said that Decorative Kufic reflects the cultural and spiritual values of both Iran
and the Islamic world. Accordingly, this descriptive-analytical study aims to precisely
analyze and elucidate the visual characteristics and structural features of the Kufic script
employed in Quranic Manuscript No. 3248 of the Astan Quds Razavi Quran collection; it
seeks to explain the attributes of the letterforms, the overall composition, and the nature of
the ornamentation in this valuable work. To this end, data was gathered through library
research, utilizing books and online sources, and by compiling notes from the referenced
materials. Research findings indicate that the work's calligraphic structure—characterized
by a visual rhythm, symmetrical arrangements, tight V-shaped junctions, spurs on certain
letters, short horizontal elongations along the baseline, and both connected and detached
ornamental elements—culminates in a simple, cohesive square composition reminiscent of
the arrangement of early Kufic inscriptions. Owing to the restrained use of ornamentation,
this manuscript is among the few examples entirely written in Decorative Kufic script.
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Introduction

Islam is a theology-centered religion, and for
Muslims, the Quran is the miracle of this faith
and the divine word. Therefore, preserving and
honoring this divine miracle has always been
of great importance to Muslims. Kufic is the
earliest script in which the Quran was
transcribed. Throughout history, Muslims have
developed various styles for transcribing the
Word of God, one of the most exquisite of
which is known as "Decorative Kufic." In this
style, the script is integrated with floral motifs
and geometric decorations; the artist utilizes
principles of drawing and painting to achieve
order, symmetry, and the filling of background
spaces. In general, Decorative Kufic possesses
complex and unique ornamental characteristics
and enjoys high visual aesthetics. Therefore,
the study of Decorative Kufic is essential, as it
highlights the intersection of art and spirituality
in Islamic culture. Based on this, Manuscript
No. 3248 in the Astan Quds Razavi Library
serves as a notable example of Decorative
Kufic transcription. Consequently, the primary
objective of this research is to analyze and
explain the visual characteristics and identify
the structural features of the Decorative Kufic
script in this specific Quranic manuscript, as
this provides a pathway for applying this script
to contemporary art and industry. Accordingly,
this study aims, through a precise analysis of
the form, composition, and decorative
elements of this manuscript, to answer this
question: What are the visual characteristics of
the Decorative Kufic script in Manuscript No.
3248 of Astan Quds Razavi, and what
principles of composition and calligraphic
arrangement are employed? In this regard, to
categorize the letters and ensure calligraphic
cohesion, the classification table and letter
arrangement from Volov's article have been
utilized.

Materials and Methods
Given the central theme, research questions,

and objectives, this study employs a
descriptive and analytical method. Data
collection was conducted through

documentary and library research, as well as
authoritative  websites. Furthermore, the
rendering and drawing of letterforms were
performed using Adobe Illustrator and
Photoshop. It is noteworthy that the statistical
population of this research consists of a single

Quranic manuscript (No. 3248) held in the
Astan Quds Razavi Museum. The analysis and
classification of letters in the current study are
based on the letter table derived from Lisa
Volov's article.

Discussion and Findings

Quranic Manuscript No. 3248 is located in the
Astan Quds Razavi Library; however, the
arrangement of its text does not follow the
conventional order of Quranic Surahs. For
instance, Surah Al-An‘am begins immediately
after Surah Al-Fatiha, followed by Surah Fatir,
and later, verses from Surah Al-Bagarah are
included. The scribe, Ali ibn Muhammad ibn
Warragq, transcribed this work in 592 AH. The
manuscript consists of 62 folios in a square
format (khishti), measuring 16 cm in width and
19 cm in length. Each folio contains 9 lines,
with a writing area of 10 by 11 cm, transcribed
on henna-colored Samarkand paper using
black ink. The manuscript is written in Kufic
script with a pen nib width ranging from 1.3 to
1.5 mm. It is worth mentioning that according
to the specifications in the Astan Quds Library,
the calligraphy is rated as "excellent” (khush)
and the work is categorized as "precious"
(nafis).

Visually, Manuscript No. 3248 exhibits a
consistent handwriting with nearly uniform
thickness. Compared to other works in this
field, the script of this work does not feature
excessive decorative elements; rather, the
principles applied in its transcription align with
the standards of decorative epigraphy. In most
instances, the calligrapher has attempted to
utilize the full potential of the script's strengths
and weaknesses.

A noteworthy point in the inscription of Surah
Al-Hamd and the overall composition of this
work is the intentional placement of the letters
*Alif*, *Lam*, and the letter Ba’ in the phrase
Bismillah at the beginning of the line, in
addition to the aforementioned reasons.
Furthermore, the letterforms feature elliptical
dots, and certain letters, such as *Sin*, are
written with three dots placed beneath the letter
in this Quran. Although some details, such as
the dots, might seem insignificant in the overall
work, the specific presence of these dots—
particularly in the letter *Sin* with three dots
below its primary form—alongside the
*mahmiz*  (diacritics) and  V-shaped
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connections, contributes  significantly to
achieving visual balance and compositional
harmony within the square-based structure
characteristic of early Kufic scripts.

Conclusions

The results derived from the analysis of
Quranic Manuscript No. 3248 of the Astan
Quds Razavi library demonstrate that, despite
its simplicity, this work possesses a high
degree of precision, delicacy, and innovation in
letter design and composition. Features such as
short ascenders, subtle *mahmiz* (notches),
compact connections, and even the elliptical
form of the letter dots contribute to an overall
square-shaped composition. This is achieved
through a unique writing system developed by
the scribe for this specific Quran. The simple
decorations using specific colors, and the use

of floral motifs with somewhat irregular and
organic shapes in the surah headings and
*abrak* (cloud-like decorations), are among
the distinctive characteristics that differentiate
this work from other decorative Kufic
manuscripts. It is noteworthy that the style of
these decorations indicates the climatic and
cultural influences of the Transoxiana (*Ma
Wara' al-Nahr*) region.

From a historical and comparative perspective,
it can be concluded that this Quran represents
a stage of evolution in the Decorative Kufic
script. In this stage, the script has moved away
from the simplicity of early Kufic toward
abstraction, symmetrization, and order, while
simultaneously  presenting a new and
simplified innovation crafted Dby the
calligrapher in response to the prevailing
conditions of his era.
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