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Abstract

The village of Golmakan has a long historical legacy, and from an archaeological
perspective, it occupies a distinctive position within the Tus Plain. The village contains two
large and ancient cemeteries that provide valuable insights into the symbolism of
gravestones and the belief and cultural worldviews of the region’s inhabitants. The aim of
this article is to conduct a visual and semantic analysis of the form, motifs, and inscriptions
of the Golmakan gravestones. Accordingly, the central research question is: what forms
and motifs characterize the gravestones of this village, and what themes or meanings do
they convey? The research methodology is descriptive-analytical. Initially, through field
studies, all gravestones within the cemeteries were examined and photographed.
Subsequently, supplementary data were collected from library sources. In total, 107
gravestones from the two cemeteries were documented, of which 75 were selected for
detailed study due to their distinctive characteristics. The primary criteria for selection
included differences in form, color, dimensions, and engraved motifs. The findings indicate
that most of the gravestones are made of granite and schist in the form of rough, unhewn
slabs. Depending on the social status, personal characteristics, and life of the deceased, the
stones incorporate various inscriptions and motifs. The content of the inscriptions typically
introduces the deceased and includes poetry, Qur’anic verses, and sayings attributed to the
Ahl al - Bayt concerning the serenity of the eternal realm, or expressions of elegiac
mourning. The gravestones may therefore be regarded as an extensive repository of
information on the region's history, culture, beliefs, and past. For this reason, greater efforts
should be undertaken to preserve and safeguard such valuable cultural heritage.
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Introduction

Human beings have always possessed a
desire for immortality, and death has often
been perceived not as an end but as a
rebirth — a passage from one world to
another. In light of this belief in human
immortality, stone has been regarded as the
most enduring medium for expressing the
concept of immortality. The village of
Golmakan has a long and historically
significant past and occupies a distinctive
archaeological position within the Tus
Plain. This village contains two large and
ancient cemeteries that provide substantial
information about the mysteries of
gravestones as well as the beliefs and
cultural worldviews of the people of the
region. This study analyzes the visual and
semantic dimensions of the form, motifs,
and inscriptions found on the gravestones
of Golmakan. A wide range of distinctive
images can be observed throughout these
cemeteries, contributing to the aesthetic
richness and diversity of the gravestones.
In many ways, gravestones function as an
extensive archive that consolidates
knowledge about belief systems, cultural
traditions, civilization, ways of life, and a
considerable body of historical information
related to their respective periods. For this
reason, greater efforts should be made to
preserve and safeguard such valuable
heritage. Accordingly, the following
question arises: what types of forms and
motifs appear on the gravestones of this
village, and what meanings or themes do
they convey?

Materials and Methods

This study employs a descriptive-
analytical research method. Fieldwork was
conducted by first examining all the
gravestones within the cemetery, followed
by photographing all of the cemetery’s
distinctive stones. Concurrently, and in
accordance with the research themes,
additional information was collected
through archival and library sources. Due
to the similarities in the characteristics of
the gravestones in the two Golmakan

cemeteries, all stones were analyzed
collectively. A total of 107 gravestones
were photographed. Among these, 75
gravestones were selected for detailed
study because of their distinctive features.
The primary criteria for their selection
included differences in overall form, color,
dimensions, and engraved  motifs
compared to stones from this region and
other areas of the Tus Plain. Subsequently,
the stones were categorized based on form,
motifs, and inscriptions, and their detailed
specifications were documented using
software.

Discussion and Findings

Research on the gravestones of Golmakan
is limited to only a few studies despite the
historical significance and importance of

its cemeteries. Among these, the article “A [Jormal of
Glimpse of Golmakan” by Mohammad Greater Khorasan Handicrafis

Taghi Salek Birjandi, published in Waqf
Miras-e Javidan (Issue 10, 1994) provides
a brief introduction to a cemetery in the
village of Golmakan
(Chenaran/Khorasan). It highlights the
significance of the cemetery complex
while introducing a few of its important
gravestone inscriptions. This research
served as a preliminary effort, prompting
the Khorasan Studies Center of Astan Quds
Razavi to place more serious studies on this
subject among its research priorities. One
of the notable outcomes was the article
“The Gravestones of the Tus Plain”.

“The Gravestones of the Tus Plain” by
Ghadir Afravand, published in Wagf
Miras-e Javidan (Issues 47 and 48, Fall and
Winter 2004), identifies most of the sites
with historical gravestones. Approximately
550 inscribed gravestones were classified
based on their historical and artistic
significance, examining the historical,
visual, and semantic characteristics of
these gravestones, some of which date back
to the 8th century AH (Islamic calendar).
The book “Golmakan” by Azam Khanlari,
published by Beyhagh, Sabzevar (2014), is
considered the most comprehensive work
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on the history and geography of Golmakan.
It includes broad overviews of the
cemeteries, gravestones, and the deceased
individuals. Despite these efforts and
existing resources, it becomes clear that
little research has been conducted
specifically on the form, motifs, and
inscriptions of Golmakan’s valuable
gravestones. This article is one of the first
studies to examine this subject in depth and
represents the first comprehensive study of
the motifs, forms, and themes of the
gravestones in the village of Golmakan.

Conclusions

According to the findings, most of the
gravestones are made of granite and schist,
and appear in the form of rough, uncut
slabs, which has resulted in considerable
variation in their size and form. Among
them, only two chest-type (box-shaped)

Greater Khorasan Handicrafs gravestones can be observed. These two
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gravestones are currently preserved outside
the cemetery for protection and further
research. Due to the diverse forms of the
stones, there is also significant variation in
the arrangement of motifs and inscriptions.

The decorative elements of the stones
include inscriptions and various motifs,
sometimes organized within orderly
frames, while in other cases the inscription
occupies the central area with motifs
dispersed around it, along the margins, and
even carved on the sides or reverse of the
stone. Despite their visual differences, the
gravestones display a sense of unity and
coherence in their overall composition.
The content of the inscriptions generally
introduces the deceased and includes poems,
Qur’anic verses, and sayings attributed to the
Ahl al - Bayt concerning the serenity of the
eternal world, or expressions of mourning and
elegy. Most of the motifs depict everyday
objects and birds, and each motif and
inscription appears to have been designed in
accordance with the social position, personal
characteristics, and life of the deceased. There
is considerable diversity in the size and shape
of the stones. Given the presence of many well
- known and prominent individuals in this
region, variations in the scale of their
gravestones are clearly noticeable; individuals
who held a higher social status than the general
populace are commemorated with larger
gravestones
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