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Abstract

Throughout past centuries, painters were engaged with mystical discussions and texts, so their works
consciously or unconsciously became a medium for the emergence of mystical teachings and the ideas
of mystics. An exquisite and illustrated version of Mantiq al-Tayr by Attar of Nishabur was produced
during the Timurid period, which is currently kept in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and its
illustrations provide a suitable platform for studying the mystical influences and opinions of thinkers
in this field. Among the eight illustrations in this edition, “Bankrupt who fell in love with the king of
Egypt” offers considerable potential for scholarly analysis. In the present qualitative research, the
aforementioned illustration was analyzed with a descriptive-analytical approach and using library
resources (real: books and articles and virtual: related websites), and the presence of the mystical views
of Abd al-Rahman Sulami Nishaburi (one of the mystics of Greater Khorasan) in the illustration was
searched for. It should be noted that in the Jawami Adab al-Sufiyya, Sulami left behind teachings in
the field of practical mysticism, and this research, With the aim of examining the visual manifestations
of al-Salami's teachings and identifying their relationship with the behavior of the characters and
elements represented in the painting, conducted a comparative study of those teachings with the
aforementioned illustration. In general, it can be said that the present study attempted to examine and
explain how the teachings of practical mysticism of Sulami Nishaburi were illustrated in the painting
"Bankrupt who fell in love with the king of Egypt." The results of the study showed that the characters,
in terms of behavior, actions, and positive speech, were highly consistent with the manners proposed
from al-Sulami's perspective, and the movements and postures of the only negative character in the
story (the beggar) were in complete opposition to al-Sulami's teachings, indicating that Sulami and
Attar, as educated in the mystical school of Greater Khorasan, were referring to the same points.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/hgj.2026.575957.1060 OPEN#~ ACCESS

URL: https://hgj.imamreza.ac.ir/article 245162.html

@ ® ©Authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights.

1- This article is derived from the first author's doctoral dissertation “A Metalinguistic Approach to the Representation
of the Concepts of Practical Mysticism: Explaining Spiritual and Visual Hierarchies in Persian Painting" conducted
under the supervision of the second and third authors at the College of Fine Arts, University of Tehran.

* Corresponding Authors


mailto:fat.gho.houjeghan@ut.ac.ir
mailto:hasan.bolkhari@ut.ac.ir
mailto:mina.sadri@ut.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1805-3357
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1805-3357
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1805-3357
https://doi.org/10.22034/hgj.2026.575957.1060
https://doi.org/10.22034/hgj.2026.575957.1060
https://doi.org/10.22034/hgj.2026.575957.1060
https://doi.org/10.22034/hgj.2026.575957.1060
https://hgj.imamreza.ac.ir/article_245162.html

Analyzing the “Bankrupt who fell in love ...

Gholami Houjeghan et al. (2025)

Introduction

The coexistence and intellectual dialogue
between illuminators and literary texts,
particularly mystical ones, have bestowed a
unique capability upon the art of miniature
painting that warrants profound attention and
investigation. This discursive relationship has
positioned a significant portion of miniature
works within the realm of mystical imagery.
The miniatures of the Herat School represent
some of the most refined illustrated
manuscripts of this period, containing subtle
mystical nuances. In this regard, the miniature
depicting "The Beggar Who Fell in Love with
the King of Egypt" from the Mantiq al-Tayr
manuscript, preserved in the Metropolitan
Museum of Art (acc. no. 63.210), is of
paramount importance. Beyond the literal
mystical text of this miniature, the illuminator's
mystical memory has enabled a deeper
exploration of broader mystical doctrines
within the visual layers and latent dimensions
of the aforementioned work. Within the region
of Greater Khorasan and its mystical tradition,
there were mystics who produced influential
works in the field of practical mysticism, the
influence of which can be observed in
miniature painting. One such figure is Abu Abd
al-Rahman Sulami Nishaburi, a prolific author
in this domain. Some of his works address the
spiritual journey (sayr wa suluk) and the path
taken by the seeker (salik) toward God. His
treatise, Jawami' Adab al-Sufiyya, is among
his most valuable works; it outlines the
principles and ethical guidelines of the seeker's
spiritual conduct into various etiquettes,
drawing authority from the Quranic verses,
Hadiths, the Sunnah of the Prophet
Muhammad, and the traditions of the
Companions and the early eminent Sufis. The
necessity of the present research lies in
identifying the relationship between wisdom
(hikmah) and mystical literature and the field
of art studies, and in demonstrating the vast
potential of the aforementioned texts in
adapting to Iranian art, particularly the art of
miniature painting.

Materials and Methods

The present study employs a qualitative
approach  with a  descriptive-analytical
methodology, utilizing library resources,
including both printed and digital sources, to
examine the selected miniature. Based on this

framework, through a purposively selected
miniature from the Herat School’s version of
Mantiq al-Tayr “The Beggar Who Fell in Love
with the King of Egypt”, the research proceeds
to analyze and interpret all visual and textual
elements of the work. Furthermore, it
investigates the correlation between the
doctrines of practical mysticism as articulated
by Abu Abd al-Rahman Sulami Nishaburi and
the overall narrative structure of the miniature,
specifically examining how the characters'
behaviors may reflect the artist's intended
mystical lessons. It should be noted that this
research aims to address subjects that have
hitherto been overlooked or have not been
subjected to sufficiently rigorous scholarly
scrutiny.

Discussion and Findings
In this miniature, the poet, the illuminator, and
the scribe have collectively endeavored to

depict the necessity of maintaining hope in the fomalof :
Divine Threshold through constant spiritual Greater Khorasan Handicrafis

struggle until the attainment of union (wisal).
Meanwhile, the core of Attar’s poems revolves
around awakening from the slumber of
heedlessness. The scribe, by selecting a
specific interrogative verse from Attar and in
fact it is a fundamental question posed by the
King to the Beggar to test his perseverance in
the path of Love, effectively illustrates the
necessity of dialogue and disputation
(mobahasa and mohajjah), and by selecting
various verses from the Holy Quran throughout
the king's palace, it emphasizes the absolute
sovereignty of God. By showing the deplorable
conditions of the destitute man, the painter
depicts his wretched state resulting from his
failure to awaken from heedlessness, while the
king’s attempt to rouse him, which
demonstrates the vital importance of providing
spiritual admonition and counsel.

Conclusions

In summary, the movements and postures of
the King and the Vizier, as well as the gestures
of certain court officials, align with the
teachings of al-Sulami, whereas the actions and
speech of the beggar stand in direct opposition
to them. In conclusion, if we set aside the fact
that the miniature is derived from Attar and
focus solely on al-Sulami’s doctrines and the
characters' conduct, an undeniable connection
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can be observed between the miniature and the
views expressed in Jawami' Adab al-Sufiyya,
which, the high degree of congruence suggests
that the painting closely reflects the ethical and
spiritual principles outlined in this treatise. The
significant alignment between al-Sulami’s and
Attar’s  teachings, despite a 200-year
chronological gap, indicates a shared
intellectual and spiritual foundation rooted in
the Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet
Muhammad a foundation that has maintained

its luminous
centuries.

constancy throughout the
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Url6: https://www.delgarm.com/ (Access date
Jun. 2023)

Url7: https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/
(Access date May. 2023)
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