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Abstract
Mystical thoughts have long held a special place in Iranian art and literature, such

that the underlying foundation of the structured visual system in these works is
rooted in profound mystical concepts. In other words, the creation of these works
not only played a major role in elucidating Quranic and spiritual enlightening
concepts of the Quran but also revealed the aesthetic potentials inherent in Iranian
painting. Among these, one valuable visual example is Mir Haydar’s Miraj
Nameh, in which essential artistic elements such as light and color have been used
in a highly effective manner. The present study, aiming to comparatively examine
the hierarchies of light and color in the views of Muslim mystics and to discover
and analyze its visual language in the Mir Haydar Miraj Nama manuscript, has
employed a descriptive-analytical case study approach along with library-based
methods for data collection, thereby evaluating the influence of Islamic mystical
teachings on the chromatic elements employed in this manuscript as well as the
painter's purposeful and intentional use of color and light to narrate and convey
the thematic content of the work. The findings of the present study indicate that:
1- Mir Haydar’s Miraj Nameh represents a complete instance of a religious and
spiritual work that remains fully faithful and connected to the traditions of Iranian
painting; 2- Color in Mir Haydar’s Miraj Nameh is employed symbolically and
associated with sacred, cosmological, and mystical concepts; 3- The painter has
deliberately used light and color in harmony with the narrative and thematic
content of the work.
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Introduction

In the field of the symbolic quality of light
and color in Islamic mysticism and art,
numerous studies have been conducted,
most of which have focused on architecture
and its related elements, and none have
offered a direct visual or pictorial analysis.
This article seeks to examine the ranks of
light and color in the views of Muslim
mystics and to uncover their visual
language in the Miraj Nameh by Mir
Heydar manuscript. Accordingly, the main
research questions are as follows: Are the
color propositions used in the paintings of
Mir Heydar’s Miraj Nameh influenced by
the teachings of Islamic mysticism? Did
the painter employ color and light
purposefully and in the service of narrating
in the subject matter of the work? Iranian
mystical wisdom is an experiential form of
wisdom, in which unveiling, intuition, and
illumination are more acceptable to the
mystic than rational ~demonstration.
Besides, attaining this mystical experience
requires spiritual discipline and a path of
inner striving. In fact, through ascetic
practice, seclusion, and spiritual struggle,
the soul of the seeker attains the unveiling
of veils and becomes a ground for spiritual
lights and the descent of heavenly
inspirations. Among the most important
subtle spiritual manifestations are lights,
sounds, and colors, each of which is
considered a sign of the seeker’s states and
stations. In a part of the works of Islamic
mystics, there are specific teachings about
color. Each color represents a particular
state of the seeker, and its precise
perception and reception make possible a
return to the corresponding spiritual
station, as well as the potential for
elevation and guidance toward higher
mystical ranks. In the art of religions,
attention to the world of meaning
transforms forms into imaginal forms.
Here, natural forms take on a supra-natural
appearance so as to mediate between earth
and heaven. In terms of visual subtlety, this
approach has produced brilliant results and
has led to the emergence of a new mode of

execution, whose visual equivalent can be
observed in various forms of modern art,
especially Iranian painting. Within the
tradition of Iranian painting, colors carry
symbolic and epistemic meanings; unlike
naturalistic painting, the aim is not the
representation of objective reality but the
construction of spiritual truth. The idea of
creating a painting therefore requires a
close connection with a vast body of
literary and mystical writings.

Materials and Methods

The research method employed is
descriptive—analytical with a case study
approach. Data were collected through
consultation of  specialized library,
documentary sources, as well as museum
image archives, in order to conduct a
comparative examination of the ranks of
light and color in the views of Muslim
mystics and to uncover their visual
language in the Miraj Nameh manuscript of
Mir Heydar. In this regard, the color
instances in this manuscript were
considered based on the function of visual
language, and the main variables and
aesthetic indicators in the work were
examined. In analyzing the artworks, only
religious, philosophical, aesthetic, and
other theories prevalent within the culture
of Islamic mysticism were employed. In
selecting the signs for investigation, efforts
were made to ensure that the identified
categories reflect developments in the use
of visual signs and also demonstrate the
technical methods of applying color in the
paintings under study. For this purpose,
tables were designed at the end of the
article. In these tables, the visual
components—identified and selected on
the basis of the research background—
were examined and analyzed, and, by
means of visual-language analysis tools,
key propositions corresponding to the
mentioned components were investigated
and extracted.
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Discussion and Findings

In this manuscript, colors play an
influential role in the visual structure,
meaning-making, and spiritual experience
of the work. The manuscript demonstrates
that colors are not merely decorative tools;
they carry symbolic meanings, guide the
narrative, and serve as a means of
conveying mystical experience to the
viewer. In fact, colors not only organize the
painting’s aesthetics but also establish a
bridge between narrative, meaning, and
mystical experience. By observing these
colors—even without the accompanying
text—the viewer can perceive the ascent
from the material world to the sacred realm
and, through the visual experience of the
work, engage with its spiritual and mystical
message. Thus, colors belong to a symbolic
system: they gain meaning in relation to
sacred concepts and play a role in
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colors, such as blue and green, allude to the
spiritual and celestial realm. Specifically,
the middle realms of the first through the
sixth heavens, rendered in lapis lazuli blue,
symbolize the expansion and development
of cosmic consciousness, while the color
green signifies spiritual life and vitality. On
the other hand, warm colors, like red, point
to movement, suffering, and earthly
experiences. In this framework, red
represents the beginning of the earth, as
well as love and danger encountered during
the journey; earthy brown alludes to the
material world; and golden signifies divine
light and transcendent truth. Ultimately, at
the Sidrat al-Muntaha and the Pure Golden
Throne—the  station of  complete
annihilation in God —colors reach their
end. There, the colorless light of the Divine
Essence commences. In other words, white
emerges as the symbol of absolute purity
and unadulterated light. Mir Heydar’s
Miraj Nameh manuscript can thus be
regarded as a practical treatise on mystical
optics written in the language of colors.

The dominance of color over line in this
manuscript signifies the triumph of vision
over the veil. A chromatic analysis of the
manuscript shows that the Timurid painter
was not merely seeking visual beauty, but
rather encoded the stages of the spiritual
path through a palette of colors.

Conclusions

The theoretical foundations of color in Mir
Heydar’s Miraj Nameh rest on three main
axes: the symbolism of color in the
tradition of Islamic mysticism, the graphic
function of color in the composition of the
painting, and the role of color in conveying
mystical  experience and narrative
structure. Consequently, color in Mir
Heydar’s Miraj Nameh is not a decorative
element but the primary language of the
image; a language that visually and
perceptibly represents mystical concepts,
sacred hierarchies, and the narrative path of
the Ascension. In this manuscript, the five
principal colors—green, red, blue, gold,
and white—form a coherent semantic—
visual system that makes the transmission
of mystical concepts possible. Green and
blue represent the spiritual and celestial
realm; red signifies the domain of tension
and movement; gold symbolizes divine
light; and white represents balance and
visual purity. From a design perspective,
this chromatic arrangement not only
organizes the aesthetics of the painting but
also guides the narrative path of the
Ascension. The results of the comparative
analysis and findings indicate that: 1. Mir
Heydar’s Miraj Nameh is a complete
example of a religious and spiritual work
that remains fully faithful and connected to
the tradition of Iranian painting; 2. Color in
Mir Heydar’s Miraj Nameh is used
symbolically and is associated with sacred,
cosmological, and mystical concepts; and
3. The painter deliberately employed light
and color in the service of narrating the
subject matter of the work.
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