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Keywords Abstract
Tree of life, Persian The role of the Tree of Life among many ancient peoples has been sacred, as a
garden, myth, symbolic symbol of life, immortality, and reverence. It is a sign of an evergreen tree that
motif, Qashqai carpet. bears eternal and immortal fruits. The belief in ancient Iranian civilization,
stemming from paradise and in praise of the Tree of Life, the tree of good and evil
Citation in paradise, led to the creation and depiction of the sacred tree on garden carpets
Ravanjoo, A., & Ghaedi and handicraft designs that depicted motifs of trees such as flowering trees,
Bardehi, R. (2025). cypresses, willows, vines, etc. Based on such interpretations, the present

Investigation and Study of  qualitative research aims to identify the concepts of the symbolic and
the Mythological Role of mythological motif of the Tree of Life on handicrafts, including Qashgai carpets,
the Tree of Life in Qashqai by using a descriptive-analytical method and using library resources and reputable
Rugs. Greater Khorasan scientific articles to introduce the sacred plant (Tree of Life) on these carpets and
Handicrafts, 3(10), 37-52. gecorative motifs in other arts. The results of the research indicate that the symbol
of the Tree of Life, whose fruits grant immortality, is considered one of the
immortal motifs that is at the center of the world of Iranian mythology. The Tree
of Life sometimes appears with other tree patterns and is a representation of the
Garden of Eden, and sometimes it is woven as a single tree in the center of the
rug. This symbol in carpets is a reminder of Zoroastrian myths and the concepts
of blessing and fertility. Another reason for depicting this symbol on Iranian
Use your device to scan and handicrafts, carpets, and rugs is the desire for heaven.
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Introduction

Most Mithraic rituals are based on a
connection with nature, and the
reverence for nature plays a significant
role in them. For example, in beliefs
and faiths, the tree has been a symbol of
eternal life, a symbol of birth, and also
of wisdom and knowledge. The Tree of
Life, in addition to immortality, is a
symbol of vitality and continuity. A
symbol whose roots connect the
underworld and whose branches
connect the heavens together. This
ritualistic element was sacred and
worshiped by most ancient peoples. In
Iran, the Elamite world is full of plant
images, with the tree as its center and
source. In works belonging to Lorestan,
Marlik, Ziwiye, Aryans, Medes,
Achaemenids, and Parthians, we still
see the ritualistic image of the tree. In
the ancient world, the Tree of Life was
not associated with a specific form or
shape. The design and motif of the tree
are widely used in art, industry, and
carpets, and it is one of the most
common decorative motifs in Iranian
handicrafts and hand-woven items. One
of the unique examples of the Tree of
Life in religious communities is the
apple tree from the Gardens of Eden,
which we can mention. Motifs of pine,
cypress, willow, palm, and
pomegranate trees have long been
widely used and continue to be
considered in Iranian carpet designs.
The Fars nomads are large groups of
villagers in Fars province, where the
Qashqgai people live alongside seven
other tribes named Baharlu, Nafar,
Basseri, Inalu, Arabs, and Lor. The
Qashqai tribe itself consists of six clans:
Amaleh, Sheshboluki, Farsimadan,
Darrehshuri, Kashkuli-Bozorg, and
Kashkuli-Kuchak. It seems that among
these tribes, the Kashkulis have utilized

traditional motifs such as the Tree of
Life more than other clans. The purpose
of this research is to identify and
introduce the Tree of Life motif in
Qashqai carpets and to investigate the
role and conceptual impact of the Tree
of Life (cosmic) on the production and
spread of this motif in Qashgai carpets.

Materials and Methods

The authors in this research, using a
qualitative approach and a descriptive
method, described and introduced the
myth of the tree in Qashgai hand-woven
textiles, and examined the tree motif
from a formal and conceptual
perspective. The questions and issues
that led to the writing of this article are:
first, the role of the Tree of Life in the
beliefs and culture reflected in Qashqai
carpets. Second, what is the evolution
of the Tree of Life in motifs and hand-
woven  textiles? The  statistical
population of this article refers to
images of Qashgai nomadic carpets
with plant motifs (Tree of Life)
published in art, traditional art, and
handicrafts sources.

Discussion and Findings

Qashgai carpets, which are called
traditional handwoven rugs in Fars
Province, have symbolic and
mythological motifs and designs. The
Tree of Life is a symbol that has
appeared in lIranian cultures and
religions. This motif embodies the
concepts of immortality and freedom of
the cypress, the imperishability of the
Konar (cedar) tree, the mythical aspect
of the Gaz tree, and beauty, all at once.
The Tree of Life motif has been
common in lranian decorative and
visual arts since ancient times. This
motif is found in all Iranian decorative
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and beauty-centric arts that bestow
elegance and enchantment upon the
viewer. Qashgai carpets have also
utilized the Tree of Life motif as a
mythical symbol of flourishing and
different periods in life. This tree may
appear singly in the center of the carpet
or repeatedly as a motif throughout the
carpet's design. The "Tree of Life"
motif in Qashqai carpets is considered
as a symbol of immortality, stability,
and endurance in life, that representing
life, vitality, and humanity's deep
connection to the nature. Furthermore,
this motif, a symbol of history and
cultural roots, is considered a as
reminder of the eternal and the mythical
Persian garden. Therefore, the "Tree of
Life" motif in Qashgai carpets is
considered as one of the motifs with the
concept of blessing and abundance,
which adds to its cultural, aesthetic, and
commercial values.

Conclusions

The "Tree of Life" in Qashqai carpets is
recognized as an identifiable pictorial
element, signifying the immortality of
Iranian rituals, myths, and culture.
These rituals are intertwined with
nature and its generative spirit, leading
to blessings and abundance, as noted in
concepts like the legend of the Asurik
tree. This pattern is displayed in rural
carpets as a symbol of life, growth, and

connection with nature, which are the
sources of life. Some of the meanings
and symbols associated with the "Tree
of Life" in Qashgai carpets are symbols
with  the concept of growth,
development, and progress. Just as the
branches of a tree signify expansion,
development, and abundance, this
pattern also refers to the importance of
individual and societal growth. The
"Tree of Life" is also interpreted as a
symbol of the dynamism and vitality of
nature. In Qashqgai carpets, this pattern
also refers to the connection between
human and nature. Althogh these
elements that are used in vibrant colors
with great diversity in carpet designs,
are seen in the background and
underfoot by people and users with a
horizontal view, they promise hope and
vitality that give beauty and meaning to
the lives of those in harmony with
nature. The ritualistic symbol of the
Tree of Life may be combined and
displayed with other symbols in the
carpet. For example, the Tree of Life
may be accompanied by images of
animals, birds, flowers, or other
symbols. These natural elements, in a
concept of blessing and love from the
"Tree of Life" in the aforementioned
forms, create an image of a Persian
garden or a paradise garden in minds
and collective memories of Iranians.
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