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Abstract

The story of Siavash's Passage through the Fire is one of the ancient Iranian narratives
that has prominent illustrated versions throughout the history of Persian miniature
painting. This tale, with two systems of literary and visual signs, provides a suitable
background for art education. One of the key objectives of art education in schools is
art education, which includes components such as aesthetics, art production, art
history, and art criticism. Among these, art criticism, regarded as a modern approach
based on the active role of the viewer and intertextual analysis of artworks, has not yet
been able to gain a proper place in the Iranian art education system. The present
qualitative research, adopting an intertextual approach and focusing on the audience,
seeks to address how an intertextual reading of artworks influences the process of
audience education and art learning. It is based on the premise that an intertextual
perspective in art criticism can facilitate the impact of art on audiences and enhance
art education processes. To test this hypothesis, by focusing on the miniature depicting
Siyavash's Passage through Fire, selected from the 9th-grade Culture and Art
textbook, the study examines the capacities of the intertextual approach for re-reading
artworks and elucidating its educational implications. Data were collected through
library research, visual analysis of the miniature, and semi-structured interviews with
approximately 94 students majoring in art education and educational sciences.
Subsequently, the historical background and cultural contexts of the miniature were
examined, and its intertextual readings were analyzed. The findings show that
intertextual reading has a high capacity for multilayered and integrated analysis of
Iranian artworks, and the perceptions of the audience are mainly influenced by their
prior knowledge and cultural backgrounds. The results of the study indicate that
teaching intertextual criticism can, as an effective approach, strengthen the critical
thinking and creativity of students and student-teachers and improve the quality of the
art teaching-learning process in school-based art education.
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Introduction

Art education in schools goes beyond
developing technical skills, aiming to
strengthen aesthetic understanding,
creativity, and the ability to criticize and
analyze artworks. The combination of
literary texts and visual works, especially
Iranian painting, provides a unique
opportunity for multidimensional
education. The story of Siavash's Passage
through Fire, as an ancient Iranian
narrative, in addition to its literary value,
has prominent illustrated versions in the
history of Iranian painting and can be a
suitable example for examining the
capacities of intertextual reading in art
education. Intertextual analysis, focusing
on the connection and interaction between
text and image and taking into account the
audience's pre-knowledge and cultural
backgrounds, is a new approach to the
criticism and understanding of works of art
that can enrich the process of art education
and training in schools. Given the
importance of cultivating an active and
thoughtful audience, the present study
examines the potential of the intertextual
approach in analyzing the painting
Siavash's Passage through the Fire and
clarifies its role in improving the quality of
art education and empowering students and
student-teachers in the field of analyzing
and criticizing works of art. To achieve this
goal, audience-centered methods have
been used in art criticism and cognition,
among the types of these criticisms
(aesthetic criticism, phenomenological
criticism, psychological criticism, and
intertextual criticism), the intertextual
approach has been selected, and using the
theory of reading intertextuality, which
was first proposed by Roland Barthes,
various audience perceptions of the work
have been studied. This method provides
an opportunity to answer the main research
question: "How can the recognition and
analysis of intertextual relationships in
works of art affect the process of artistic
learning?"

Materials and Methods

The present study adopts a qualitative
design with a descriptive-analytical
approach, grounded in the theory of
intertextual reading. The main purpose of
the study is to investigate how intertextual
relationships in works of art affect the
audience understanding and perception,
while  explaining  their  educational
implications in the field of art education.
The case of this study is the miniature
Siavash's Passage through Fire from Shah
Tahmasbi's  Shahnameh, which was
selected from the book on culture and art
education for the first year of secondary
school.

The statistical population of the study
includes students in the fields of art
education, literature  education, and
educational sciences, from whom 94

people (three university classes) were [jomalof

purposefully selected as the
sample.

Data collection was carried out in two
stages. In the first phase, using library
research and image analysis, the desired
painting was examined descriptively and
analytically, and its constituent elements,
including the visual system, the verbal
system, and the mutual relationships
between them, were explained. Verbal
pretexts, especially poems and related
inscriptions, were also considered as the
main sources for intertextual analysis. In
the second stage, field research was
conducted and data were collected through
semi-structured interviews with
participants to explore how participants
read and the extent to which they benefited
from intertextual relationships. The data
analysis tool in qualitative content analysis
was based on intertextual reading. The
audience responses were categorized and
analyzed based on the components of
textual, intertextual, and metatextual
reading, and indicators such as the level of
attention to visual and verbal aspects, the
type of intertextual references, and the
frequency of pretexts used were extracted.
This method allowed for a detailed
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examination of the audience’s interaction
with the semantic layers of the image and
an assessment of the role of intertextuality
in the process of artistic education and
training.

Discussion and Findings

The research findings indicate that the
intertextual approach in reading has a high
capacity for criticizing and analyzing
Iranian artworks and can elevate purely
formalistic and single-layered readings to
multidimensional and semantic readings.
The analysis of the painting Siavash’s
Passage through Fire demonstrated that
the visual, symbolic, and verbal elements
of the work, in interaction with literary,
mythological, and cultural beliefs, form a
complex network of meanings that can
only be discovered through audience-
centered reading.
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that the audience’s readings were mostly
integrative and multilayered, shaped by
their prior knowledge, lived experiences,
and cultural backgrounds. Some audience
members presented textual readings
focusing on the visual elements and
composition of the artwork, while others
formed intertextual and metatextual
readings by referring to the Shahnameh,
Quranic naratives, and identity concepts.
This diversity of readings suggests that
meaning in art education is fluid and
dynamic, produced through the interaction
between the text and the audience.

The results also indicate that teaching
intertextual criticism can serve as an
effective  method in art teaching,

strengthening critical thinking, creativity,
and the ability to analyze art in students and
student-teachers. This approach transforms
the audience from a passive recipient to an
active interpreter and provides the basis for
interpretive dialogue in the classroom.

Conclusion

Based on the research findings, it can be
concluded that the intertextual reading
approach opens a new horizon in art
education and deepens the art teaching-
learning process by emphasizing the active
role of the audience. This approach not
only leads to a deeper understanding of
works of art but also enables the
development of an informed, creative, and
critical audience. Using intertextual
criticism in art education curricula can help
improve the quality of education, increase
learner participation, and achieve the goals
of art education in Iranian schools.
Therefore, it is suggested that this approach
be considered by educational planners as a
part of art education and teacher training.
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