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earthenware school in the 3rd on archaeological findings, can the Samarkand region be considered an independent
to 6th centuries AH based on school in Transoxiana earthenware art? The present research method is genre analysis,

archaeological findings from a set of qualitative methods, and data collection is done through library methods.
Transoxiana. Greater Studies show a clear similarity in terms of the type of glaze application and some of
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Introduction

A study of works from Transoxiana in the
3rd to 6th centuries AH shows that the
productions of artists in this region were
shaped under Samanid policy by the
influence of commercial and cultural ties
with  neighboring regions such as
Neyshabur, and it is in the shadow of these
influences that innovations by artists in
their works can be understood. On the other
hand, the political strength of the
Samarkand region and becoming the
capital despite the local rulers elected by
the Samanid dynasty show that this region,
along with Chach, was an important center
for earthenware making. Now the question
is, based on archaeological findings, can
the Samarkand region be considered an
independent  school in  Transoxiana
earthenware art? This research attempts to
first focus on the set of characteristics and
factors that led to the creation of an
independent  style in  Samarkand
earthenware, followed by the
transformation of this region into an
earthenware school.

Materials / Methods

The present study uses the genre analysis
method from a set of qualitative methods.
The analysis of the works will be carried
out based on the purposive sampling
method and comparison with the samples
of works from neighboring regions will be
made in terms of content and appearance
due to the similarity of the works. In this
method, the sample size of the works of
Transoxiana cannot be estimated and,
according to common methods in
qualitative ~ research,  the  sample
information is collected until saturation.

Discussion and Findings

Based on the definitions of the school, the
earthenware of  Samarkand and
neighboring regions has common features
and suggests the existence of an
independent school. As mentioned, the
school has a group and collective nature,

and the joint works produced in different
workshops by different artists, despite
many similarities in different regions,
show a kind of unity and integrity in
creating motifs. The influences of political
(Samani rule and the support of the rulers
of this dynasty) - economic (Silk Road
commodity  exchanges) and  also
ideological (the influence of Islam) aspects
on the creation of these works are
undeniable. The great Samanid period is a
time of comprehensive elevation of all
sciences,  especially  creativity in
earthenware production. Regarding the
technical commonality of the earthenware
of the region, first of all, it should be said
about the glaze and the composition of the
glaze materials; the Samarkand artists, like
the Neyshabur potters, used rose-colored
glaze and green splash glaze in decorating

their works. Regarding the decorations, it jomal of
should be added that the artist used the Greater Khorasan Handierafis

motif of swirling flowers (Verton), The
motif of the open heart, the word "Barkah"
in the center of the vessel, palm leaf motifs,
dotted motifs with a central dot inside
(peacock eye), semicircular motifs on the
upper edge of the vessel (mouse teeth),
combined with Kufic and semi-Kufic lines,
and regarding the use of the decorative
motif of a human being, unlike Neyshabur,
where the motif of a human being was used
without any restrictions in the decoration of
earthenware. In most of these regions,
human figures are rarely used, and the few
human images depicted are related to the
narrative  of their religious and
mythological beliefs. The combination of
these features in the wvessels and the
presence of numerous Kilns indicate that
these vessels were made in Samarkand.
Sometimes, in addition to these
decorations, potters from other regions
used patterns that Samarkand artists did not
use. And as was mentioned in the
discussion of the apparent differences
between some works in a school with the
same artistic and personal style of the artist,
this seems natural. For example, the Chach
artist, observing the decorative framework
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of the region, decorated the outer surface of
the vessels with delicate lines resembling
the head of a bird. While the outer surface
of Samarkand vessels was devoid of glaze
and decoration, if there was any decoration,
it was repeated in the form of three
diagonal lines or leaf-shaped motifs around
the vessel, and the outside of the vessels
was often covered with engobe. Another
example of the stylistic nature of
Samarkand works is the presence of red
and olive-green colors on most works from
Samarkand and  sometimes  from
neighboring regions. Another feature of the
use of red in some of the works from
Samarkand is in the decoration of
inscriptions. On many inscribed pottery,
red color is used to arrange dots and
accents, and due to the repeated use of this
decoration, it is considered part of the
decorations of Samarkand. The slight
difference in the manner of decoration
removes the handmade pottery production
of Samarkand artists from the imitative and
stereotyped state that leads to mere
degradation, and emphasizes the capable
hand of the creative Samarkand artist in
creating the works. The collection of items
we have listed is called the Samarkand
style, and according to the definition of the
school, these decorations, through the
artistic hands of a large number of
Samarkand masters, took on the form of
rules and laws and were used in all regions
of Transoxiana as a school.

Conclusion

The study of the pottery of Greater
Khorasan in the Transoxiana region, for
political and economic reasons, shows that
the technical style of pottery production in
Samarkand and nearby centers was a
continuation of the technical style of
Neyshabur masters, and the works of
Samarkand and nearby centers show that
some special features can be recognized in
the works. The repetition of these items in
most works from the Transoxiana region,
led by artists from Samarkand and Chach,
has led to the name of the Samarkand

school, and throughout the region, these
decorations are used and seen only in this
region. These features include religious
and factual themes and decorative motifs.
Regarding decorative motifs, it should be
said that some of the external features of
the vessels, which are considered minor
decorations, are specific to the productions
of this region and identify the authenticity
of these works with similar examples in
other  production centers such as
Neyshabur. Minor decorations include the
extensive use of tomato and olive red
glazes in parts of the work or the use of red
to highlight the accents and dots of Kufic
inscriptions. However, sometimes due to
the limitations of materials, the use of
glazes gave the works a native quality. For
example, the outer body of Samarkand
pottery is free of glaze, and in some
vessels, lines in the shape of a bird's head
have been seen on the outer side of the
vessels. The use of peacock eye motifs as
well as schematic lines enclosed in
unbalanced frames alongside inscriptional
and plant decorations inside the vessels, the
decorations on the outer part of the bowl,
with hatchings in conjunction with short
inscriptional and  semi-inscriptional
compositions, and rat-tooth motifs on the
edge of the vessel, all of which are
recognized as special features of
Samarkand works. Of course, citing the
solid reasons mentioned in this article, the
Samarkand region can be considered the
successor of the Samanid earthenware style
and an independent school that had a great
influence on neighboring regions except
for Neyshabur.
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