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Abstract

Developing countries see the tourism industry as an opportunity to grow and diversify
their economies. Iran, given its unique geographical and historical position, can
provide a suitable platform for the growth and development of the tourism industry.
The ancient city of Toun, also in past known as Ferdows, located in South Khorasan
province, is one of the regions that, due to its position and role in history, holds a part
of Iran's past culture within it. This point can be seen through the ancient urban fabric
and numerous buildings of this city, which have remained from past centuries. Since
most of these structures often belong to the late Islamic periods, namely the Safavid
and Qajar eras, abundant remnants of them have survived. Unfortunately, due to its
specific geographical location, this county has remained hidden from the eyes of
tourists and archaeologists. The aim of this research is to introduce the old city of Toun
during the Safavid and Qajar periods with the goal of creating tourism opportunities
in the eastern region. The importance of this research is clarified when we realize that
so far, not much study has been conducted on the ancient urban fabric and Islamic
architecture of this region. The research method is applied in terms of purpose, and
the data collection method has been field-based and library-based. The studies
conducted indicate that archaeological studies can introduce the ancient urban fabric
of Toun as one of the tourism hubs in the eastern regions of Iran. At the end, the authors
offer suggestions for the conservation and optimal use of the ancient urban fabric of
Toun.
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Introduction

The tourism industry, as the world's second
largest economy after oil, generates a lot of
income for various countries and has also
become an inseparable component of
contemporary human life. The tourism
industry in any region encompasses
various aspects, including historical,
recreational, cultural, and others, each
offering its own advantages and suitable
attractions for attracting tourists. Among
these, historical tourism is considered as
one of the best and, indeed, most important
aspects of tourism. Important because,
among the optimal use of historical
monuments, permanent conservation must
also be considered so that the monument is
not disposable and can be used over time.
The numerous and diverse historical and
natural attractions of Ferdows city and
South Khorasan province present suitable
opportunities for achieving development.
Given the limited presence of historical
tourists in Ferdows, the investigation of the
historical monuments of this county
appears to be a significant matter.

Materials and Methods

In 2012, the archaeological survey project
of Ferdows County commenced under the
supervision of one of the authors (Anani,
2012). During the fieldwork phase of the
project, the authors, with the aim of
conducting the mentioned research, began
their studies and field investigations of the
ancient city of Toun. All fieldwork data
was collected on-site over approximately
one month. After the completion of the
fieldwork, the subsequent phase of the
research, involving the compilation and
utilization of library resources, was also
completed. First, all the monuments and
buildings in the city of Tun were studied in
an initial study, then these monuments
were categorized into groups, and finally,
all the options and features of these
monuments were examined to attract
tourists and the city's existing potential.
Discussion and Findings

The tourism industry is so important for the
development of third world countries that
four decades ago, Louise Turner
considered it the most promising, complex,
and alternative industry that these countries
have for their further development (Turner
1976), and even Duquette referred to it as
the gateway to their development (De
Kadt, 1976). Many developed and
developing countries have placed this
industry at the forefront of their economic
priorities and, through prudent planning,
have managed to secure a significant share
of the global tourism market (Behrouzifar
2015, p. 1). The tourism sector is active as
a revenue hub in all developed countries,
and now many developing countries, such
as Turkey and the Persian Gulf states, are
focusing all their attention on this matter.
Generally, tourism can be divided into
three main categories: a) natural tourism,
b) artificial tourism, and c) historical
tourism.  Considering  the  above
classification, Iran can generally be placed
in the third type of tourism. The city of
Toun also embodies this example in the
best possible way, and despite all these
buildings and archaeological monuments,
it has much to offer. Given the
concentration of buildings within a specific
area and the preservation of some
neighborhoods in Toun, such as the
Sardasht neighborhood, this opportunity
can be utilized as a very suitable
foundation for regional tourism. The
existence of narrow and beautiful alleys
between the buildings and the unique
architecture of some of these monuments
with functional elements such as porches
(lvans), pool houses (Howz-khaneh),
basements  (Sardab), and masterly
decorations like building frames, tilework
(kashikari), and plaster decorations each
suffice for the beauty of any building and
city, but here all these elements are
gathered together.

The ancient city of Toun is undoubtedly
promising in terms of tourism, with its
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monuments such as the Jam-e

Mosque, Seyyedi and Koushk
Mosques, beautiful bathhouses like
the Khayrouz Bathhouse, the Olia
and Habibieh  Schools, water
reservoirs (ab-anbar) that any city
would aspire to have, and untouched
and pristine houses, mansions, and
windwards (badgir) that now, in
everyone's neglect, there is a layer of
dust upon them. In the alleys of this
city, all the elements of a Safavid and
Qajar-era city can be observed.
Without a doubt, the opportunities
that will arise from the tourism of
this city will be evident to everyone.

Conclusion
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considering the importance of tourism
(especially historical tourism) in today's
modern world, it is easier to view these
assets as an inexhaustible resource (unlike
oil) and, of course, to utilize this endless
blessing in the best possible way.
Historical monuments are one of the most
profitable resources for countries and
regions that possess them.

If the ancient city of Toun requires an
initial  investment from a tourism
perspective, it will very quickly return
several times that amount to the city, its
people, and the responsible institutions.
The ancient city of Toun is one of the most
important historical cities in  South
Khorasan. This deprived province, if it
pays attention to its inherent capabilities,
will envision a bright future for itself. This
is where the government must also pay
significant attention to such cities.
Typically, if a city or province can resolve
a portion of its economic and cultural needs
on its own, it will also be beneficial and
productive for the government. All country
officials know well that areas like this are
places where, if any expenditure is made,
that expenditure will undoubtedly be
recoverable. Our country, as a developing
country, must take these areas seriously if
it wants to move forward.
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