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Keywords Abstract
[lluminating, The handwritten Quran in the Chester beatty Museum in Dublin, dated 927 AH, was
illuminating decorations, written and illuminated by Rozbahan Muhammad Shirazi and has been preserved in
structural analysis, perfect condition over the centuries. In its writing, various types of calligraphy, such

Chester Beatty Dublin as Rayhan, Mohagig, Thuluth, and Naskh were used and it has very elaborately

illuminated pages at the beginning and end. The present study attempts to examine the
general style of this calligraphy Quran by analyzing its structure and the characteristics
of the motifs and colors of its illumination decorations. Accordingly, the main research

manuscript Quran,
Rouzbahan Mohammad

Shirazi. question is centered on “what are the formal characteristics of the illumination
decorations in the Quran preserved in the Chester Beatty Museum in Dublin?”” This

Citation research is of a fundamental type, conducted using a descriptive-analytical method,
Aziminezhad, M., & and the collection of research sources is done using a documentary method. The study
Hajizadeh, M. A. (2025). population is six pages of the aforementioned Quran. The results of the analysis of the
Analysis of the illumination decorations of this calligraphy Quran indicate the special characteristics of this

structure in the manuscript illumination artist, such that the decorations of the illumination of the script of this
Quran at the Chester Beatty

. Quran are rich in Arabesque and Khatai ornaments and framed by Abbasi flowers. In
Museum of Dublin. Greater it i de of snake and b t Arab di h
Khorasan Handicrafts, 3(9), some cases, it is made of snake and bergamot Arabesque, and in many cases, the
41-62. framing is a mean for the orderly arrangement of different ranges of decorations, and
the text is included in various ways. The color spectrum of these decorations is also
wide, ranging from gold and azure to blue, green, red, and even black and white.
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Introduction

In examining the history of Iranian book
decoration in the Islamic era, many
examples of Qurans of different centuries
of the Hijri calendar can be found, which
are unparalleled and eye-catching in terms
of the quality of the handwriting, the
[lluminating and the covering. However,
the production of such exceptionally
exquisite (royal) manuscripts has always
been possible thanks to the patronage of
kings and courtiers in various periods, and
primarily within royal libraries, under the
supervision of master calligraphers and
illuminators. In the history of Iranian book
decorating, the Shiraz school is considered
one of the most important and influential
schools in the production of exquisite
manuscripts. The illumination techniques
of this school were rich and sophisticated,
and they served as a model for other
schools, particularly in the produced
Qurans. In the 10th century AH in Shiraz,
the Rozbahan family developed a
particular artistic style, which later became
known as the Rozbahani style. This family
was prominent in writing and illuminating
and among them, Rouzbahan Muhammad
Shirazi was one of the few people who
writes and decorates his works himself and
had characteristics in his style of work.
This research analyzes the structure and
design of the illuminated calligraphy in a
handwritten Quran manuscript housed at
the Chester Beatty Library. This Quran was
written in 927 AH and features richly
decorated illuminated pages at the
beginning and end. Therefore, the main
research  question focuses on the
characteristics of  the illuminated
calligraphy found in the Quran manuscripts
housed at the Chester Beatty Library in
Dublin. To achieve these objectives and
answer the aforementioned questions, a
number of pages of this manuscript will be

examined and analyzed, focusing on the
types of decorative elements and the
characteristics of the illustrations.

Materials and methods

This research is fundamentally exploratory
in nature; the data analysis method used is
qualitative, and the data processing method
is descriptive-analytical. The research data
was collected using a document-based
method. The subject of this research is a
handwritten Quran manuscript housed in
the Chester Beatty Library in Dublin, of
which six pages were analyzed. The
images were obtained from various sources
and the sampling of this research was based
on items available in Iranian museums as
well as several foreign museums whose
images were accessible via the Internet.

Discussion and findings

There are several distinct ways to decorate
and illuminate the pages of this Quran. In
these examples, the opening and first pages
have been made with a more elaborate and
ornate composition. On pages that begin
with surahs of the Quran, the name of the
surah is mentioned in a diamond-shaped
box at the top of the page, and the other
verses are in a separate box. In the middle
pages of the surahs, the framing has been
simplified and the illuminations have been
moved to specific frames. Some verses are
written larger and in distinct frames at the
top, middle, and bottom of the page. On the
final page of the Quran, which is dedicated
to the ending prayer of the Quran, the title
is written in boxes surrounded by elements
of illumination, and the text of the prayer is
included in the final box along with simple,
pale flowers and bushes. This pattern of
illumination can be seen and followed on
various pages of this Quran. Regarding the
motifs used in the illumination of this
handwritten Quran, what is most evident is
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the use of Arabesque and snake
Arabesque motifs in most of the studied
examples. The used Arabesques were a lot
and tangled. In a number of designs, the
headboards of Arabesques are framed and
some are arranged in a pattern. In a large
number of examples, snake Arabesques,
placed side by side and in various colors,
formed the main structure of the
illumination. The other range of motifs is
composed of Khattai elements. Sometimes
the bands carry Khatai elements and
Abbasid flowers, and sometimes the bands
carry more flowers, bushes, and buds than
Khatai elements which  sometimes
decorated with various plant elements. In
terms of color, a wide range of colors can
be seen in the illumination examples of this
manuscript. For the background of the
illuminations, azure, gold-pearl, and
sometimes blue were most often used, but
a variety of colors were used for the motifs
and elements. These colors included red,
green, blue, white, yellow, and sometimes
black, which together presented ornate and
colorful illuminations.

Conclusion

Roozbahan Muhammad, during his artistic
career in the 10th century AH, spread his
own unique style in calligraphy and
illumination, which included the use of
lapis lazuli on a gold background, very
delicate floral motifs, and strong
penmanship and execution. The pinnacle
of his style is shown in the Chester Beatty
Quran. In his work, the use of a specific
pattern of design, composition, and
solidity, as well as rhythm in line,
repetition of the overall framework of the
work, and diversity and innovation in
details can be clearly observed. In this
version, the margins are decorated with
Arabesque, golden motifs, and natural
plant shapes. Flowers, bergamot, crowns,

shamseh, shorfa and knots can also be seen
at the top of the book's cover, and its
illumination, with the predominant color of
azure blue, has reached the height of
beauty. Several methods of illumination
with framing and various elements of
illumination were wused along with
decorative borders with golden motifs, and
designs taken from nature and flower and
shrub designs are also seen in the title page
of the Quran. The elegance of the motifs
and the harmony and uniformity of the
colors of the illumination have given this
manuscript greater richness and splendor.
Roozbahan's style of page layout has meant
that page illumination is not limited to
decorating the opening and closing pages
and symbols related to Quranic divisions,
and the artist can showcase his art more
than ever by decorating small vertical
inscriptions or azure backgrounds and gold
reliefs alongside the text in Naskh script.
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