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Keywords Abstract
Khorasan, Taybad, Tombstones are one of the manifestations of the culture and beliefs of each society
Maulana Zainuddin Abu and represent the religious customs of the people of each region, which are noteworthy
Bakr Taybadi, due to their historical and archaeological values. This research has examined the

tombstones of the shrine of Maulana Zainuddin Abu Bakr Taybadi, located in
Khorasan Razavi in Taybad County. To conduct this descriptive-analytical research,
one hundred and seven tombstones were studied, and eleven samples were
purposefully selected due to their similarity in pattern and design. The collection

tombstone engravings.

Citation includes the tombs of Maulana Zainuddin Abu Bakr Taybadi and four of his relatives,
Gaziki-Nezhad, M. (2025). three of the martyrs of the Holy Defense (Irag-Iran war), and about one hundred
Analysis of the tombstone tombstones belonging to the residents of Taybad. The aim of the research is to study

inscriptions of Maulana the structure of the inscriptions, themes, and designs of the tombstones and to answer
Zainuddin Abu Bakr Taybadi. the question of what is the form of the inscriptions, designs, and decorations in the

Greater Khorasan

. structure of the tombstones of this collection? The findings show that the themes
Handicrafts, 3(9), 63-84.

containing verses and divine Allah’s names refer to the permanence of Allah, the
Almighty, and the mortality of sinful man. Tombstones are generally divided into
staircase, on ground, raised, etc. shapes with visual elements such as a Mihrab with a
circle in the upper part, a Mihrab with horizontal inscriptions one under the other, etc.
The motifs have a decorative rhythm that is dominant in the thought and culture of the
society of that era and are seen in the form of geometric motifs, plant motifs, and
symbolic motifs. The type of script of the inscriptions is mostly Nastaliq and Thuluth,
which is written with the content of Quranic verses and hadiths, the name and
nickname of the deceased, and the date of his/her death, all of which include a request
for forgiveness and pardon for the deceased. (feminine)
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Introduction

Tombstones in Iran tell various stories
from historical periods. In this regard,
some tombstones have remained that are
visually and conceptually valuable and
should be viewed with reflection.
Certainly, the carvings and inscriptions on
these tombstones tell a story that wishes for
mercy for the deceased and reminds the
living of the news of a person with a
position or thought.

Materials / Methods

The tombstones of Maulana Zeinoddin
Abu Bakr Taybadi in eastern Iran are part
of this group, which are divided into two
categories: old and new. This study
examines the theme and content of the old
tombstones. The main issue in this study is
the number of eleven tombstones in the
shrine of Maulana Zeinoddin Abu Bakr
Taybadi in Taybad city, which is located in
Khorasan Razavi. These tombstones are
divided into on ground, raised, a
combination of (staircase and raised), and
box-shaped forms. The visual elements on
this tombstone include a form of a Mihrab
with a circle at the top, a Mihrab with
horizontal inscriptions one above the other,
a rectangle with horizontal inscriptions one
above the other, a recumbent or a box with
inscriptions of armbands are visible. The
designs on these stones are divided into
geometric designs (circle, triangle, square,
etc.), plant designs (various types of
flowers, Islamic and Khattai), and
symbolic designs (sun and headstone). The
inscriptions are used with Quranic,
historical, Naat and Sana, narrations,
poems, and proper nouns, and are mainly
carved in Nastaliq and Thuluth scripts.

Discussion and Findings

The tomb complex of Maulana Zeinoddin
Abu Bakr Taybadi was studied with one
hundred and seven tombstones and eleven
old tombstones were selected. The main
and thought-provoking topic in the

tombstones of this complex is the dominant
belief and thinking of their survivors. In
general, the carved and striking items on
the stones should be divided into two
categories: inscriptions and decorations.
The designs and decorations are from the
Timurid period and are done with
remarkable elegance and beauty. The
eight-petal flowers, which are carved into
the graves, represent a blessing for the
deceased, which is associated with
satisfying the thirst and hunger of birds and
animals. The themes on the gravestones
refer to the eternal God and mortal man.
The middle text, in the form of a long
rectangle, decorated with floral motifs and
an eight-petaled flower with a water spout,
may be a wish for heaven and happiness for
the deceased soul after death. Although
there may have been inscriptions with

verses from the Holy Quran, prayers, and [Jomal of

poems praising and glorifying
deceased, their distance, separation, and
the time of their death. The decorative
scroll inscriptions in Nastalig, Thuluth, and
Tasnaq scripts from the Timurid period are
all a kind of request for forgiveness from
the Lord of the Worlds with a plant theme.

Conclusion

In the Nagshbandi tradition, various
admonitions to remember the name of God
are written in different lines on the
tombstones studied in this study. Words
such as Allah, which are found in the
Nagshbandi admonitions, can be seen on
the tombstones. The number 101, which
symbolizes repetition in this tradition, is
aligned with the four lines on the
tombstone (water, soil, wind, and fire),
which also symbolizes repetition and is
part of the customs and principles of the
Nagshbandi tradition. Numbers such as 18
or 24, which are important in the
Nagshbandi tradition, when counted with
Abjad letters, are likely to be the name of a
person or blessed numbers. The first
question of this research, which discusses
the form of inscriptions, motifs, and
decorations in the structure of the
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tombstones of this collection, is given that
the Timurids, with the support of people
such as Shahrukh Timuri and Shah Sultan
Husayn Bayqara, created unique works in
the field of architecture. The decorations,
form of inscriptions, and engraved motifs
on the tombstones of Maulana Zainuddin
Abu Bakr Taybadi and the presence of the
Nagshbandi tradition have their roots in the
architecture and decorations of that era. In
the second question of the research, which
examines the aspects of its differences and
similarities in the Timurid era onwards, it
should be noted that in the Nagshbandi
tradition, Quranic verses, azkar and
supplications were among the most
important methods of this order, and their
direct and indirect impact can be found on
the tombstones. These effects were so

profound that they continued even in later
periods, but they became less prominent
with the passage of time.
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