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Study of Carpet Weaving carpet weaving during the Timur and Shahrukh eras? The aim of this research is to
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Shahrukh Periods Based reigns of Timur and Shahrukh, with a focus on historical texts. The present study employs
on Historical Sources. a historical-interpretive methodology and an analytical approach, seeking to construct a
Journal of Greater coherent narrative of carpet weaving during the Timurid era by analyzing historical data in
Khorasan Handicrafts. 2 political, social, and cultural contexts .The findings indicate that carpet weaving was a
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Luxurious and decorative carpets had a special status in palaces and courtly gatherings,
symbolizing opulence. Painters played a key role in enhancing the technical and aesthetic
dimensions of this art by designing intricate carpet patterns. During Shahrukh’s reign, royal
patronage further stimulated the expansion of carpet weaving, while the fusion of diverse
artistic styles contributed to the improvement of both the technical quality and artistic value
of the carpets. The legacy of Timurid carpet weaving profoundly influenced subsequent
periods, especially the Safavid era, paving the way for significant advancements in this art
form.
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Introduction

In the Islamic period before the Safavids,
no complete examples of Iranian carpets
have survived. Consequently, the
reconstruction of designs from that time
relies solely on paintings, historical texts,
and travelogues — sources whose
reliability has been a subject of ongoing
debate. The inherent perishability of
carpet materials and the lack of material
artifacts have made research in this field
more challenging than in other artistic
domains with more durable remnants.
While other art historical disciplines
typically advance through the analysis of
extant works, the study of carpet history
grapples with a scarcity of evidence and
historical ambiguities.  Furthermore,
successive wars in carpet-producing
regions and a dearth of specialized
historical accounts have compounded
these difficulties. Regarding carpet
weaving during the Timurid period (771-
911  AH/1370-1506  CE), clear
information remains elusive, and no
definitive examples of carpets from that
era have been identified. A tufted carpet
fragment in the Benaki Museum in Athens
has been attributed to Iran or Central Asia,
and the possibility of its belonging to the
Timurid era has been suggested, but this
attribution lacks definitive evidence. Our
understanding of Timurid carpets is
primarily derived from contemporary or
near-contemporary paintings and
historical texts. The aim of this research is
to investigate and analyze carpet weaving
during the reigns of Timur and ShahRukh,
drawing upon written historical texts from
that period. It aims to identify the status,
applications, and raw materials utilized in
carpet weaving during that era, as well as
to recognize the artists active in this field.
Accordingly, this research seeks to
answer the following questions: 1. What
was the status and application of carpet
weaving during the Timur and Shahrukh
eras, based on historical sources? 2. What
were the raw materials used in weaving
carpets during the Timur and Shahrukh
eras? 3. What artists played a role in the
formation and development of the art of
carpet weaving during the Timur and
Shahrukh eras?

Materials / Methods

This study, using an interpretive-
historical method and an analytical
approach, seeks to present a coherent
picture of carpet weaving during the
Timurid period based on political, social,
and cultural data. The main sources of the
research are historical texts written in or
close to the Timurid era, which allow for
the identification of the characteristics of
carpet weaving during that period. These
sources include chronicles such as Habib
al-Sir, Zafarnameh, Rawd al-Safa, Ahsan
al-Tawarikh and Zubd al-Tawarikh and
travelogues such as Kalawikhu and lbn
Battuta, urban chronicles such as Sanayi
al-Bada'i and Bada'i al-Wagai, and
geographical texts. The extracted data are
arranged in a chronological framework to
complement each other and answer the
main research questions. In this regard,
aspects such as weaving centers, raw
materials, the role of carpets in
decorations, and their relationship with
other arts have been examined.

Discussion and Findings

Timur  (Tamerlane) established a
powerful dynasty by attacking Iran, and
despite his devastating campaigns, he was
not indifferent to art and culture. He
relocated artisans and artists to
Samarkand, endeavoring to foster the
city's prosperity. Although Timur's focus
was primarily on Samarkand, to the
detriment of other Iranian regions, art
during this period experienced a fusion of
diverse styles. Carpet weaving, which had
flourished in various Iranian cities prior to
Timur, retained its significance after his
consolidation of power. Carpets were
valued both as essential commodities and
as luxury items within the Timurid court,
with the finest examples being woven to
adorn mosques. Centers such as Fars and
Kerman were skilled in weaving high-
quality carpets, and the transfer of carpet-
weaving artisans to Samarkand is
plausible. Cities like Kashan and the
Khorasan region were also important
centers of carpet weaving during that era.
Clavijo's travelogue provides valuable
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information regarding the use of carpets
and their raw materials during Timur's
reign. Silk, cotton, and wool were readily
available to weavers, and exquisite silk
carpets were utilized in the Timurid court.
The magnificent Timurid palaces were
also furnished with beautiful carpets.
Following Timur's death, his son
ShahRukh transferred the capital to Herat,
during whose reign art and knowledge
flourished. The patronage of ShahRukh
and Baysunghur Mirza facilitated the
advancement of various arts, including
carpet weaving, leading to the production
of luxurious and valuable carpets.
Although historical sources from this
period contain limited direct references to
the art of carpet weaving, contemporary
paintings indicate that carpets constituted
a significant element of ornamentation,
with carpet designs likely being created
by illuminators. Centers such as
Khorasan, Isfahan, Kerman, and
Azerbaijan were renowned for their
production of fine carpets. During
ShahRukh's rule, particularly in Herat,
carpet weaving was an important and
prestigious industry, with delicate silk
carpets being woven that possessed both
decorative and monetary value. Despite
the unrest, the reign of Timur and
Shahrukh had a positive impact on the art
of Iranian carpet weaving and paved the
way for its flourishing in later periods.

Conclusions

This research investigates carpet weaving
during the Timurid and ShahRukh periods
based on historical texts. The findings
show that this art had a high status and had
a deep connection with political, cultural,
and economic developments. Despite the
damage caused by wars, the natural
resources of Iran and the support of the
Timurid rulers facilitated the continuation
and growth of this industry. Firstly, Timur
and his successors, recognizing the soft
power of art, patronized it and relocated
artists, including carpet weavers, to
Samarkand. This action led to artistic
flourishing and the fusion of diverse
styles. Secondly, exquisite carpets held a
special place in palaces, mosques, and
court circles; sources such as Hafiz Abru

and Abd al-Razzag Samargandi mention
delicate silk carpets in the Samarkand
Grand Mosque. These carpets, beyond
their functional aspect, also possessed
decorative and financial value. Thirdly,
the design of carpet patterns in this period
was often undertaken by painters of books
and architecture, and this interaction
enhanced the technical and aesthetic
quality of the carpets. However, sources
rarely mention the names of designers or
weavers, suggesting the integration of this
art with other artistic disciplines.
Fourthly, carpet weaving was prevalent in
regions such as Khorasan, Fars, Kerman,
Isfahan, and Azerbaijan, although
determining production styles requires the
analysis  of  pictorial illustrations.
Furthermore, the exquisite Herati carpets
during the reign of ShahRukh have been
mentioned which were widely used in the
court. Fifthly, extensive courtly support
for artists, particularly during ShahRukh's
era, fostered the further prosperity of
carpet weaving, and the production of fine
silk carpets expanded. Overall, the
Timurid and Shahrukh eras, despite the
crises, paved the way for the flourishing
of carpet weaving and the creation of a
legacy for later periods, including the
Safavid era. During this period, carpets
were a symbol of the rulers' power,
wealth, and artistic taste.
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