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Keywords Abstract
Timurid architecture, A significant part of Islamic-Iranian architecture is dedicated to the decorations of
architectural buildings aimed at providing them with identity, and the decorative motifs in the
decorations, abstraction, architecture of various historical periods have taken on diverse forms. These forms
Islamic art, Titus can be observed in stone carvings, plasterwork, ornamental frameworks,
Burckhardt Mugarnas, tile work, bricklaying, and more. These motifs in their gradual
evolution and development, exhibit specific manifestations of philosophical,
Citation mystical, and artistic concepts in the execution of ornaments. They have gradually
Rahimzadeh, Gh. H.. & transitioned from human and animal motifs to plant motifs (Arabesque and

Tabaei, M. R. (2025). The Khata'i), geometric designs, and calligraphy. According to scholars and

Position of Abstraction in orientalists, these motifs and their application in Islamic art possess unique and

the Architectural conscious characteristics and functions that have reached a specific expression in

Decorations of the Timurid abstract art based on a monotheistic perspective. This research examines the place

Period. Journal of Greater of abstract motifs and the quality of abstract expression in the ornamental art of

Khorasan Handicrafts. 2 the Islamic Timurid period, posing the fundamental question: “What is the

(8), 113-131. position of abstraction in the architectural decorations of the Timurid era?” It

seems that the tradition of tile decoration with Khata'i-Arabesque motifs and

; geometric Girih in the exterior coverings of buildings, which reached its peak

(=g E! during the Timurid era, was based on this principle. Therefore, explaining abstract

art, expression, understanding, and proper education in academic and scientific

2 centers is the most crucial necessity of this research, as many still conflate these
=] two concepts of abstraction in the West and Islamic art.
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Introduction

Decoration of Iranian architecture actually
refers to the arrays that are objectively
expressed in Iran’s architectural art based
on cultural, national, social and artistic
principles and values and taste. These
arrays express the cultural identity of the
people of this country. What, how and why
of these decorations are among the
important questions raised in this field.
Some, such as Derek Hill and Oleg Graber,
have a formalistic and superficial view of
architectural decorations and believe that
decorations are merely an external
covering and lack any cultural or ritual
meaning. Decorative materials are used
merely to cover the underlying surfaces
and are for adornment and visual pleasure.
On the contrary, those such as Burckhardt
believe that: In Islamic art, art is a way of
giving spiritual dignity to matter. These
motifs have a mystical and contemplative
nature and are a reflection of unity in
plurality and plurality in unity. Based on
the documents of the Timurid era,
architectural decorations have developed
and expanded in this era and have been
extended from the interior spaces to the
exterior surfaces of buildings. Within the
Timurid Empire, the harmony and
integration of the exterior and interior of
buildings have been emphasized by the
founders and architects. The main question
of the research is: What is the position of
abstraction in the architectural decorations
of the Timurid era? It seems that the
tradition of decorating tiles with Khata'i-
Islamic (arabesque) patterns and geometric
Girih tiles, which reached its peak in the
exterior covering of buildings during the
Timurid period, was based on religious
beliefs and an abstract view of decorations.
The need to explain abstract art, its
expression, understanding, and proper
teaching in academic and scientific centers
seems more urgent than ever, because

despite the difference and even opposition
to the abstract view in the West, many still
consider these two different functions in
art to be the same, which is the reason for
the weakness of scientific research in this
field.

Materials and Methods

The research is fundamental in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms
of method, with the aim of reading
architectural decorations, based on the
concept of abstraction and expressing its
position in architectural decorations of the
Timurid period. The collection of data is
based on: written documents, collecting
images, and field observations.

Discussion and findings

The historical evolution of Iranian art
decorations, including architecture, shows
that these decorations were not created all
at once, but over time and they are
connected to the previous eras like a
continuous chain. These decorations are
the manifestation and reflection of the
symbols, myths and beliefs of the people
of this region. In most of the historical
periods of Iran, the decorations have
various forms with rich colors, which are
affected by the climatic conditions of Iran.
In addition, the existing materials, the
religious and political goal, and the will of
the founders are among the most important
factors in the development of architecture
and decorations related to it. lIranian
architectural decorations of the Islamic
period are in the form of Islamic art.
Decoration in Islamic art is a unifying
factor. The elegance of decoration
removes the tension in the levels and with
the possibility of unlimited expansion, it
creates a kind of infinite concept that is
caused by the belief in the existence of a
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single and eternal God. The basis of
Islamic abstract art is the crossing of the
ties of material world and the theological
journey. These decorations are complex,
but they are not disordered and confused.
Since elements have symbolic use, they
create a concept and mental state. In
creating an abstract work, the artist avoids
pluralism in the use of visual elements and
settles for the smallest elements, i.e. line
and color, which create a two-dimensional
surface, and strictly avoids volumetrics.

Conclusion

Decorations in Iranian art have a symbolic
and conceptual expression. Whether it's
the carvings of Persepolis, which were a
symbol of royal authority, power, and
glory, or the motifs of the Islamic era,
which followed a specific type of
selection, execution, and most importantly,
perception. From the perspective of a
Muslim artist, the manifestation of God's
color in all matters of life is the most
important approach of a Muslim artist.
During the Timurid period, the decorations
of buildings extended from the interior
spaces of the building to the exterior
spaces, and the exterior surfaces of the
building were adorned with the art of
tiling. These tiles are accompanied by
geometric, Islamic, and Khatai patterns,
which are considered among the most
abstract motifs in Islamic art. From a
content perspective, an abstract and
semantic perspective is prevalent in the
arrays of Islamic art. These unparalleled
rules are perfected in the architectural
arrangements of the Timurid period with
abstract concepts derived from the spirit of
the sacred religion of Islam.
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