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Keywords Abstract
Great Kho rasan, Sarakhs Sarakhs Plain was very important from the 4th millennium BC until the invasion of the Mongols, and
. . . it was considered a strategic and important region in the eastern part of Iran due to its connection with
Plam’ Parthlan PerIOd’ the Great Khorasan Road (prehistoric) and the Great Silk Road in the Parthian period. This plain is
Great Silk Road located almost in the center of Great Khorasan and the Silk Road that entered Iran from the current
Sarakhs city. This research seeks to answer the question that what were the mutually influencing
factors of the Sarakhs Plain and the Great Silk Road in the Parthian period and what components did
) ) they include? Sarakhs Plain was the eastern entrance of the gate and entrance to Iran on the way of the
Citation Great Silk Road of the Parthian period, which acted as a link between Central Asia, Northeast Iran and
Behruzifar, D. (2024). the Iranian Plateau, and included cultural, commercial and economic components with the southern
Clarifying the position and regions of Turkmenistan (Merv and Nesa). The aim of this research is to understand the situation and
importance of mutual the mutual effects of the Silk Road and the Sarakhs Plain during the Parthian period and the strategic
. geographical location of the region, and to provide a general framework of the cultural, economic,
_connectlon between the_ settlement and livelihood of the people of the Parthian period societies based on the environmental
silk road and sarakhs plam model variable. The results of this research, which is the product of a season of field surveys of the

in the parthian period. Sarakhs Plain, the collection and analysis of artifacts left from the Parthian period in the region, and
Handicrafts of Greater the study of relevant historical geography texts, show that due to the passage and settlement along the
Khorasan 2(7) 129-149 Kashfrud, Tajan, and Harirud rivers, it is considered as one of the most important factors in the

formation of the Sarakhs Plain and Parthian settlements. On the other hand, the Sarakhs Plain, due to
its location on the connecting route of the Parthian capitals (Asak, Nesa, and Merv), has contributed
to the prosperity of the aforementioned Shahrah (main road). The most important results of the present
study include: settlements with wide and extensive areas, the increase in settlements during the
Parthian period compared to previous periods, the provision of security, economic and political
development of the Sarakhs Plain due to its location on the Great Silk Road, and as one of the important
prosperous cities of the Parthian period due to its strategic location as a link and intermediary between
Central Asia, northeastern Iran, and the Iranian Plateau.
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Introduction

The Sarakhs Plain is located between Merv
and Neishabour. This research seeks to
answer this question that what was the
position and importance of the effective
mutual connection between the Sarakhs
Plain and the Great Silk Road in the
Parthian period and what components did it
include? The Sarakhs Plain was the eastern
gateway and entry into Iran on the Great
Silk Road of the Parthian period, which
acted as a link and intermediary between
Central Asia, northeastern Iran and the
Iranian Plateau, and included cultural,
commercial and economic components with
the regions of southern Turkmenistan
(Merw and Nesa). The aim of this research,
in addition to understanding the strategic
geographical location of this region, is to
explain the position and importance of the
mutual connection between the Silk Road
and the Sarakhs Plain in the Parthian period
and to present a general framework of the
cultural,  economic, residential and
livelihood status of the people of the
Parthian period societies based on the
environmental pattern variable, especially
the connecting routes of the Sarakhs Plain.
For this purpose, a field survey was
conducted in the plain, and by studying the
collected artifacts and examining historical
geography texts, it was determined that the
Great Silk Road, on one hand, was one of
the most important factors in the formation
of the Sarakhs Plain and the Parthian
settlements with vast areas due to its
passage and settlement along the
Kashafrood, Tajan, and Harirood rivers. On
the other hand, the Sarakhs Plain, due to its
location on the connecting route of the
Parthian capitals (Asak, Nesa, and Merw),
has contributed to the prosperity of the said
Shahrah.

Materials / Methods

The present study is a historical research in
terms of its purpose and a descriptive and
analytical, quantitative and qualitative
research in terms of its nature and method.
The data collection method and tools in this
study were carried out in two ways:
documentary and field activities. In the
documentary stage, all written historical
sources and documents, images and maps
were first collected and analyzed. In the
field studies, while identifying Parthian

settlements, the required personal and real
archaeological information and findings
were recorded and analyzed.

Discussion and Findings

The importance of roads is such that the
cultural level of each region, its
development rate, description and analysis
of settlement patterns, extent and clustering
of settlements, examination of economic,
political, cultural issues and population
estimates can be determined by considering
its distance or proximity to connecting
routes. Considering the location of the
Sarakhs Plain on the route of main and
secondary connecting routes, trade routes
and also nomads, it can be concluded that it
is necessary to pay attention to and conduct
a general archaeological study of this region
and connecting routes. Ten sites (72%) of
the total fourteen identified Parthian
settlements of the Sarakhs Plain are located
between 400 and 1000 meters, two sites
between 1000 and 2000 meters (24%), and
two other sites between 2000 and 2500
meters (24%) of the main and secondary
connecting routes. This case demonstrates
the prominent role of connecting ways in the
formation and dispersion of Parthian
settlements in the Sarakhs Plain. It should
be noted that our current understanding of
this issue is based on the current conditions
of the region, and it is possible that many of
the roads have changed their direction over
time, or that some new roads have emerged
in the region. Most of the Parthian
settlements in the Sarakhs Plain were
formed within 1,000 meters of the main and
secondary  connecting  roads. The
connecting roads in the region also crossed
the Sarakhs Plain and played a significant
role in the formation and dispersion of the
Parthian settlements in the Sarakhs Plain.
Naturally, the closer the distance between
settlements  is, the  stronger the
environmental potential and the closer the
connection between settlements and the
stronger the cultural connection between
them. The farther the distance between
settlements is, the weaker the environment
and the greater the radius of the main
potentials. Based on this distance between
settlements, the type of livelihood of the
people and other cultural components can
be examined. The closer the distance
between  settlements is, the more
agriculturally based livelihood, the more
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land is exploited. The farther the distance
between settlements is, and the smaller the
settlements are, and the fact that they are
located in a foothill or forest belt, indicates
a livelihood based on animal husbandry.
The geographical location of the Sarakhs
Plain was of great importance during the
Parthian period. The Sarakhs Plain, located
between southern Turkmenistan and
northeastern Iran, was the most important
city and connecting passage and could act as
an intermediary in establishing economic,
social, cultural and political connections in
the northeast.

Conclusions

Due to Sarakhs Plain strategic and
geopolitical status and its location between
Turkmenistan and northeastern Iran as a
bridge that makes connection with the
central plateau of Iran has played a very
important role in cultural exchanges
between these lands, especially during the
Parthian period. As can be concluded from
the studies conducted, the Greater Khorasan
region was of special importance during the
Parthian period (as their origin). In addition
to the military importance of this region, the
passage of connecting routes between east
and west and north and south through this
region has also doubled its economic
impact, which indicates the importance and
prosperity of this region at this time in
Iranian history. The important point is the
strategic and geopolitical location of the
Sarakhs Plain, as this plain is one of the
intermountain plains on the northeastern
border of Iran. The continuity of economic
production, the vitality of the political and
social structure of the Sarakhs Plain, was
due to the connection and interaction of this
city with other production centers and
population and cultural areas, including
Merv and the Dargaz and Neishabour
plains. Sarakhs Plain, located in the middle
of the Silk Road, was considered as one of
the centers of export and import of
commercial goods and one of the most
important centers of convergence of
different ideas and cultures as a residence of
merchants. According to archaeological
studies, Sarakhs Plain was a large city in the
Parthian period and was naturally
influenced by the economic, commercial,
and political processes of the Silk Road and
played a role as the most influential
population hub in northeastern Iran on the

Silk Road. Sarakhs Plain, which was
indebted to the Great Khorasan Road and
the Silk Road in its economic life, was on
the path of cultural development since the
fourth millennium BC and reached the peak
of urban and cultural development in the
Parthian period. Due to its defensive and
military fortresses, the Sarakhs Plain had
towers and ramparts and played the role of
a strong stronghold to defend the borders of
northeastern Iran and the Silk Road.
Accordingly, it can be said that the location
of Sarakhs on the Silk Road was not
accidental; because, the existence of the city
of Sarakhs in northeastern Iran and next to
the road that was the main entry point for
northern invaders provided a garrison
against foreign enemies. On one hand, the
role of a garrison and a link between the
state capitals (Asak and Nesa), the city of
Sarakhs during the Parthian period added to
the security and prosperity of the Great Silk
Road, and on the other hand, the Sarakhs
Plain benefited from the facilities provided
by the Silk Road. In other words, the trade
exchanges along the Silk Road provided the
means for the development of the city of
Sarakhs. Although the Greater Khorasan
Road existed before the history and the Silk
Road, before the formation of the city of
Sarakhs, the emergence of population
centers such as Sarakhs increased the
importance of this route and the Great Silk
Road became more and more popular with
merchants and tourists. By providing the
pillars of a city, namely the concentration of
population, the establishment of social
institutions, economic development and
political development, the Great Silk Road
prepared the way for the development of
Sarakhs as the most important city in
northeastern Iran. By providing security in
this region, Sarakhs attracted goods and
capital from neighboring lands and
increased the prosperity of the East West
trade Shahrah. The strategic location of this
city and the constant prosperity of the Silk
Road have repeatedly nurtured Sarakhs, and
as we see today, this city is considered as
one of the most important cities in Khorasan
and the gateway to the cities of Central Asia
and Turkmenistan.
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