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Abstract

The Iranian carpet industry has a history as long as Iranian civilization and has been one of the
selected Iranian arts during the historical and Islamic era. Although the only reputation of its
importance and value goes back to the pre-Islamic era, the remaining examples of the Islamic
era show the authenticity and importance of this art among Iranians. During the Islamic period,
the art of carpet weaving was of interest and importance, and the glory and quality of Safavid
carpets and their valuable position in the Qajar period were more prominent than in other periods.
Plant motifs have been of particular importance in the Iranian Islamic civilization. They are
manifested in different ways and can be traced in different arts. One of these manifestations is
in the carpet design. The vase motif and its attachments, which are part of these motifs, are also
represented in various arts, including architectural decoration, tile work, bookmaking, decorating
and carpeting. But its prevalence in carpet design has been widespread, given its nature and
importance. The main objectives of this study are to examine the characteristics of the vase motif,
especially during the Safavid and Qajar periods. Based on this, the following questions comes
up: - What are the form characteristics of the vase design and the pattern of this carpet design of
the Safavid and Qajar periods? -What are the common and different criteria in terms of design
and pattern for Safavid and Qajar vase carpets? This study analyzed and compared the structure
of the form and the design of the vase in the vase carpets of the Safavid and Qajar periods and
recognized the common and differential funds of this plan in the two mentioned periods and
examined the changes. This research is descriptive, comparative, and analytical, and used a
library-based data collection. Based on the results of the study, it was found that in general, the
characteristics of the Safavid period vase carpets are influenced by the art of carpeting of this
period, and the general framework of the Safavid period carpeting art has been preserved. During
the Qajar period, the vase design continued with a variety of structures, forms and applications
of various motifs. The adaptation and comparison of the vase designs of the Safavid and Qajar
periods shows a greater variety in the design, form and complementary motifs of the middle of
the Oaiar vase carpets.
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Introduction

The role of the vase is considered as a
cargo for plant motifs and an array for the
appearance of most of these decorations
on carpets. The array of vases and the
design of the vase are woven in different
shapes on the carpet. The vases are shaped
into various forms and decorated in
hundreds of ways. They have geometric
or rotational forms. There are also
countless varieties in the form of a vase,
from simple and unpretentious vase to
ornamental pots with many attachments
such as handles and bases and substrates
and other supplementary attachments.
The plant motifs are a companion to the
vase array, and various plant species have
diversified the design. Thus, the types of
vase designs are diverse and numerous.
The Sarasari (allover) vase designs and
vase Mihrab samples, the form in which
the combination of Mihrab with plant
elements is in its highest level, are some
examples for the vase designs.

Materials and methods

This study seeks to deepen the recognition
and identification of valuable historical
species of the Safavid and Qajar periods
and examine its historical transformation
by qualitative and descriptive methods
and adaptation and analysis. The
identified samples will be examined and
classified from a form perspective and
then will be determined by a comparative
approach of similarities and differences
and somehow the process of changes from
the Safavid period onwards. The data
were collected by library method,
gathering images from various sources, in
some cases Vvisiting museums inside Iran,
and specialized sites, and sorting data was
through tables and comparing elements.
The sampling of the study is based on
items in internal and foreign museums
whose images can be accessed via the
internet, as well as images of carpets from
these two periods whose attribution has
been proven. Totally, more than 35
samples of Safavid period vase carpets
and 35 samples of Qajar period vase
carpets were identified, examined and
categorized, and 25 index samples were

selected and analyzed and adapted from
each period as a statistical community.

Discussion and findings
Comparing Safavid and Qajar period vase
carpets

1. Matching and comparing design and
structure

A survey of vase carpets during the
Safavid and Qajar periods shows that
Afshani  (spreading) vase, Sarasari
(allover) vase and Mihrabi vase designs
have been used more than other samples.
Most of the vase designs of the Safavid
period include Afshani (spreading) vase
samples woven numerously and in
different varieties, along with samples of
Mihrabi vase and repetitive vase woven in
a brick form, which are woven in a
smaller number. Examples of the Qajar
period are more diverse in both structure
and variety. Most of these designs are
made up of Sarasari (allover) vase and
Mihrabi vase, and some samples of
regulators and repetitive designs such as
the Zell-e Soltani have also been added to
the collection, diversifying the structure
of the design in the Qajar period designs.
2. Comparing the shape of the vase in the
vase carpets of the Safavid and Qajar
periods

Comparing vase samples in two periods
shows that the Shape of the vase in the
Qajar period is more decorated and drawn
with more attachments, and the variety in
the shape and color of the vase is clear, but
the samples of the Safavid period are
simple and unpretentious in such a way
that they are mostly shown with a small
base and without a handle, and the
decorations of the vase, unlike the Qajar
samples, are less included in the form of
the vase. In both periods, the vase is an
array for the beginning of the growth of
the plant elements of the carpet, more than
being solely for decoration or independent
on its own. The vase has also been used as
a secondary decorative element, in most
of the plant designs of the Safavid and
Qajar periods. It can be concluded that the
Safavid period vases were used only as a
small secondary element and for the
logical connection of the parts, and did not
have a complex decorative form, and
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sometimes plant motifs were used to
decorate the surfaces of the vase itself.
Sometimes Safavid vases have a
distinctive form that includes other
containers such as rose water spray or
icicle. But in the sample of Qajar vases, a
wide variety of shapes, sizes and colors
can be seen. In addition to serving its
original function, which is being the
center of the growth of plants in the
middle of a carpet, the vase itself also has
a special decorative form which is
sometimes large, ornamental and multi-
layers with many attachments such as
handles, bases and bodies, and in addition,
they carry various decorative motifs on
their surfaces.

In a general classification, vases used in
Safavid and Qajar period vase designs can
be divided into several categories;
bouquet vases, long base vases, baseless
vases and vases that have specific and
different shapes from the common form of
the vase. The base and handle, which are
considered sub-components of the vases,
are sometimes drawn small or long, and
sometimes one or both are removed.
Sometimes a simple vase with the
underlying container is used as a plate
under the vase.

Conclusion

Based on the results of the study, it was
found that in general, the characteristics
of the Safavid period vase carpets are
influenced by the art of carpeting of this
period, and the general framework of the
Safavid period carpeting art has been
preserved. During the Qajar period, the
vase design continued with a variety of
structures, forms and applications of
various motifs. The adaptation and
comparison of the vase designs of the
Safavid and Qajar periods shows a greater
variety in the design, form and
complementary motifs of the Qajar vase
carpets. A study of vase carpets from the
Safavid and Qajar periods shows that the
Afshan (scattered) vase, the Sarasari
(overall) vase, and the Mihrabi vase
designs were used more than other
examples. The majority of these designs
consist of Sarasari (allover) vases and
Mihrabi vases, and examples of regulated

and repetitive, such as Zil al-Sultani, have
also been added to this collection. The
structure of the vase designs throughout
the Safavid period consists of a network
of lines and bands that are arranged in
relation to the vases, and of course, the
vase does not have a greater effect than
other motifs. In the Qajar period
examples, the Sarasari (overall) vases of
this structure are completely different and
have not been repeated in the Qajar period
like the Safavid examples. These
examples are usually designed Sarasari
(overall) or half ones, while Safavid
examples have small patterns that
sometimes appear as scattered patterns on
the carpet. As for the use of motifs and
elements in the middle of the carpet, most
part of carpets in Qajar samples are more
decorative, as Safavid designs have used
Islamic and Khataei motifs and Shah
Abbasid flowers to decorate the carpet,
but in addition to the elements mentioned,
Qajar species include a more diverse
range such as plant and natural elements.
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