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Abstract

Attar's Mantiq al-Tayr is one of the influential literary texts in Persian and world
literature, and many copies have been made of it, most of which are illustrated. One
of these copies is Mantiq al-Tayr, preserved in the Metropolitan Museum, which dates
back to the Timurid period and the Herat school. Due to the technical importance of
the manuscript and Behzad's participation in it, as well as the high quality of the
manuscript's illustration and the many mystical points included in the manuscript, we
decided to examine it. In the present study, an attempt has been made to examine the
relationship between the story of the manuscript "A son crying over his father's death”
by Behzad and the text of "Manazil al-Sa'irin by Abdullah Ansari, and its aim is to
discover the hidden relationships between the theme of "Yaqgzah" or awakening from
Sage of Herat's point of view, with the entirety of the story of the manuscript and the
way its characters function. Overall, by studying the manuscript, it was found that
Attar, Behzad, and Sultan Ali have shown in the best possible way how to learn from
the people of hell. Attar's poems refer to gathering provisions for the hereafter, and in
this regard, Behzad, by showing a conversation between a grieving boy and a kind-
hearted Sufi, emphasizes the necessity of doing good deeds before one's time passes,
and all other elements (human and animal) in the painting also confirm this. Sultan
Ali's phrase "The grave is a door through which all people enter™ at the entrance to the
cemetery is also very effective in completing the hidden message in the painting,
namely, making the most of the remaining life. The present research has analyzed the
painting qualitatively, with a descriptive-analytical approach, and using library
resources (real and virtual).
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Introduction

Faridoddin Attar Nishapuri is one of the
most prolific poets in the Persian
language. His works, especially Mantiq
al-Tayr, have many admirers fromall over
the world and have been translated into
various languages, as Attar himself
acknowledged the sweetness of his words
and pen, and he acknowledged this about
Mantiq al-Tayr. On the other hand,
Mantiq al-Tayr is one of the most cited
texts in literary research, and illustrated
manuscripts inspired by it are also among
the most cited research works in the field
of artistic research. Therefore, in this
study, Mantiq al-Tayr, which is preserved
in the Metropolitan Museum, that is
important due to the participation and
supervision of Kamal al-Din Behzad over
some of its illustrations, has been studied
because it has a high quality of illustration
technique and mystical nuances are
skillfully included in the midst of the
realities of everyday life. On the other
hand, Abdullah Ansari is one of the great
mystics and wayfarer (Salik) of the
Greater Khorasan who, with his
monumental work "Manazil al-Sa‘airin”,
has provided valuable services in the path
spiritual wayfaring of those who follow
the path of truth. In this book, he has
explained all the stages of spiritual
wayfaring step by step and has scrutinized
its dos and don'ts. Using his experiences
and beliefs, Abdullah Ansari has
presented a specific interpretation of the
ways to reach awareness, and with regard
to problem solving, which is a
characteristic of the cognitive approach,
and also using reasoning, analysis, and
division, he has examined the issues and
solved the problem of reaching
awareness. His goal is to adapt to internal
actions such as gratitude for blessings,
recognition of shortcomings, or in other
words, reviewing one's own performance
and fearing the deceit of others. For this
purpose, Abdullah Ansari takes his
disciple forward step by step. Therefore,
the stage-by-stage nature of Islamic
mysticism is very important; this means
that until a disciple leaves behind a stage,
no stage will be placed in front of him.

Materials / Methods

The present study has analyzed the subject
painting in a qualitative manner, with a
descriptive-analytical  approach, and
using library resources (real and virtual).
On this basis, by non-random selecting a
painting from the Herat School of Mantiq
al-Tayr (The Cry of a Son over the Death
of a Father), it has analyzed and
interpreted all the visual and written
elements of the painting, and examined
the relationship between “Yaqzah” or
awakening as the first stage in practical
mysticism with the overall story of the
painting and the way the characters in the
story may have acted, which may have
been intended by the artist. This study
aims to address issues that have so far
been neglected or that have not been
adequately addressed by research.

Discussion and Findings

According to the studies conducted, it was
found that among most of the positive
characters in the painting, there are many
things that are seen from Abdullah
Ansari's point of view that have been
taken into consideration by them: paying
attention to the countless blessings of God
by the “heart”, looking forward to God's
blessings, learning from the people of
hell, recognizing the greatness of God as
the most important way to avoid sin,
recognizing the soul as the root of
contamination with major and minor sins,
acknowledging God's punishment in the
hereafter as a way to reduce sins,
recognizing the benefits and harms of life,
avoiding idleness, taking advantage of the
remaining life and the company of the
righteous. On the other hand, the things
that the negative characters in the picture
are attracted to and suffer losses from
include: ignoring the inner preacher
(wisdom), not paying attention to divine
mercy and the unseen income, not valuing
the truth, not recognizing the self and not
acknowledging the promise of the truth,
not listening to knowledge, not
responding to the calls for respect and not
associating with the righteous people, not
responding to the call of the inner
preacher, not studying sins and not
honoring the truth, not recognizing the
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value of the precious life, leaving the
company of the righteous, not making up
for what has been lost, and not learning a
lesson from the plight of those in hell.
Conclusions

In this painting, which about the
resurrection day, Attar, Behzad, and
Sultan Ali have shown in the best possible
way the lesson of learning from the people
of the hell. Attar's poems refer to
gathering provisions for the sake of the
hereafter, and in this regard, Behzad, by
showing a conversation between a
grieving boy and a kind-hearted Sufi,
emphasizes the necessity of doing good
deeds before the passing of time, and all
the other elements (human and animal) in
the painting also confirm this. Sultan Ali
also used the phrase "The grave is a door
through which all people enter" at the
entrance to the cemetery, which is very
effective in completing the hidden
message in the painting i.e. making the
most of the remaining life.
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