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Abstract
Following the introduction of the printing industry and the publication of

the first book using this method in Tabriz (1877 AD), this cultural industry
spread to other cities in Iran, too. The purpose of this research is to identify
the starting and central point of this industry in Mashhad and subsequently
examine its period of activity, published works, activists, and individuals
involved. This study has been developed using a historical method and a
descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing documents and lithographic
books from the Astan Quds Razavi. Based on new information, the active
printing house in the Astan Quds Razavi complex was the first center for
book publication using lithography in Mashhad. During this printing
house’s operation period (1877-1925 AD), published twenty-eight books
with diverse themes and visual characteristics, by the collaboration of
various printing masters, scribes, painters, editors, and translators. Most of
these works were published with financial support from individuals
outside the printing house or at the expense of the authors themselves,
indicating a lack of attention from most custodians and senior officials of
the shrine in supporting this cultural field of Astan Quds Razavi during the
Qajar period.
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Introduction

Following the invention of lithography in
1800 AD, this new method was welcomed
in Iran due to its ease of use, increased
speed, reduced costs, and the possibility
of incorporating aesthetic features.
Subsequently, thanks to the efforts of
Abbas Mirza, the Regent, who had
previously worked to introduce movable
type to Iran (1817 AD), the first printing
house began to work in Tabriz.
Lithography spread in Iran, primarily in
Tabriz and Tehran, and after several
decades, it became popular in Shiraz,
Isfahan, Mashhad, Anzali, Rasht, Ardabil,
Hamedan, Khoy, Yazd, Qazvin,
Kermanshah, Kerman, Grous, and
Kashan. According to the findings of this
research, several printing houses were
active in Mashhad, but the available
information about them is very
incomplete and limited. The first available
report comes from Moshar, who listed a
printed Persian book edition in his
catalog. He mentioned the printing of a
version of Hafez's Divan using
lithography in Mashhad in 1850 AD.
Although this brief reference is the only
available information about the beginning
of lithography in Mashhad, it cannot be
considered  accurate  because the
mentioned book has not been found, and
there are no reports of book printing in
Mashhad for two decades after this date
until the start of the Astan Quds Razavi
printing house (1877
AD) and among this field’s activists.

Materials / Methods

The collection of data is focused on
archival review and a descriptive-
analytical research method based on a
qualitative approach. The present study is
based on the findings available to the
author up to the time of writing. Due to
the dynamic nature of information and the
possibility of accessing books that have
not yet been identified and are often kept
in personal archives, there is the potential
for presenting new content in neglected
areas of the field under investigation in
future researches.

Discussion and Findings

Based on archival research conducted
across more than twenty repositories
holding lithographed books both inside
and outside Iran, the published books in
the lithographic press of Astan Quds
Razavi include: 1. Montakhab al-Qasa'id
(1877 AD), by Ali Raggam Mashhadi. 2.
Risalah al-Mas'alah (1878 AD), by
Mortaza bin Muhammad Amin Ansari. 3.
Al-Bahr al-Safi (1878 AD), by
Muhammad bin Hasan Husayni Hindi
(Harawi). 4. Kifayah al-Hafaz (1880 AD),
by Mahmoud bin Muhammad al-Alawi
al-Fatimi al-Husayni al-Hafiz al-Tabrizi
(Sultan al-Qura). 5. Iksir al-Akhbar lil-
Akhyar al-Abrar (1892 AD), by
Muhammad Hasan bin Husayn Husayni
Ardakani. 6. Najah al-Asin (1892 AD), by
Zolfaghar Mashhadi Bukhari. 7. Kulliyat
Jodi (1893 AD), by Abdul Jawad
Khorasani (Jodi). 8. Soroar al-Mu'minin
(1893 AD), by Mirza Aga (Jasur). 9.
Risalah al-Ta'uniyah (1896 AD), by
Hasan Malek al-Hukama. 10. Rashf al-
Asal wa Kashf al-Ghazal (1898 AD), by
Muhammad bin Hasan Husayni Hindi,
known as Harawi. 11. Al-Fawa'id al-
Tibbiyah (1899 AD), by Muhammad
Tahir Mashhadi. 12. Tasliyah al-lbad
(Maskanah al-Fu'ad) (1903 AD), by
Shahid al-Thani. 13. Zari'ah al-
Radawiyyah (1903 AD), by Mirza Gohari.
14. Hasht Kitab (1905 AD), by an
unknown poet (containing eight short
narrative poems). 15. Haft Kitab (1906
AD), by an unknown poet (containing
seven short narrative poems). 16. Bahr al-
Fawa'id (Kulliyat al-Riyadi) (1906 AD),
by Muhammad Yusuf Muhajir Harawi,
known as Riyadi. 17. Mazamir al-Awliya'
(Margat al-lgan wa Margat al-Sibyan)
(1907 AD), by Muhammad Bagir Ganjavi
Isfahani. 18. Ikfa' al-Makaid wa Islah al-
Mafasid (1908 AD), by Muhammad Bagir
Ayati Qa'ini. 19. Nahw al-Dabistaniyan
(1909 AD), by Abul Qasim bin Hadi
Qazwini. 20. Toofan al-Buka' fi Magatil
al-Shuhada (1912 AD), by Mirza
Muhammad Ibrahim bin Muhammad
Bagir Jawhari. 21. Tadhkirah al-Mu'minin
(1912 AD), by Hasan bin Ahmad Husayni
Kashani. 22. Adab al-Shari‘ah al-
Mutahharah (1913 AdD, by Muhammad
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Bagir Fesharaki. 23. Risalah al-Mas'alah
(1913 AD), by Mortaza bin Muhammad
Amin Ansari, compiled by Muhammad
Ali Yazdi. 24. Dhakhirah al-Ma'ad (1913
AD), by Zayn al-Abidin bin Muslim Ha'iri
Mazandarani. 25. Luzum al-Hijab al-
Namus (1914 AD), by Fazlullah bin
Dawud Mashhadi (Badayi' Nagar). 26.
Wasilah al-Aman min Makaid al-Shaytan
fi Halat al-lhtizar (1921 AD), by
Muhammad Hashim bin Muhammad Ali
Khorasani. 27. Muntakhab al-Tajwid
(1922 AD), by Sayyid Muhammad Qari
Arab. 28. Ziyarat Daurah al-Haram al-
Hazrat al-Rida (PBUH) (1925 AD),
compiled by Mortaza Qoli Khan
Tabatabai (the then custodian).

Conclusions

The written information about the
lithographic printing house of Astan Quds
Razavi is very limited, and what serves as
a guide to understanding its period of
activity (1877-1925 AD) is essentially the
twenty-eight books published there. In the
beginning or end of these works, the name
of the Astaneh printing house as the place
of publication can be seen. The content of
most of these works is religious and
theological, compiled, translated, or
written to meet both specialized needs (for
students and scholars) and general needs
(for the public). From a technical and
operational perspective, extensive
findings were not achieved. However,
based on direct observation of all the
books, it is understood that the basic
requirements (printing machines, stones,
ink, and paper) played a crucial role in the
operation of the printing house and the
quality of its works. The books produced
generally had lower quality compared to
those from prominent printing houses in
Tabriz and Tehran. Information about the
activists and collaborators of this printing
house is limited to identifying the printing
masters, scribes, painters, translators,
editors, and patrons/sponsors. However,
due to the lack of documents regarding
staff recruitment, appointment, or salary
payment by the administrative structure of
Astan Quds Razavi, it appears that most
of the active personnel worked on a
temporary basis, and the printing house

did not have permanent or official
members. This means that individuals
were involved in the printing house
periodically (for the publication of one or
several books) and  sometimes
collaborated from other parts of Astaneh
for financial gain due to their expertise in
book production or their interest in the
shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH). In
summary, from a  comparative
perspective, it can be stated that the
number of books published by this
printing house over fifty years is small
compared to other active lithographic
printing houses in Tehran and Tabriz. The
reason for this should be attributed to
factors such as the lack of a coherent
mechanism and the printing house not
being directly a subsect of the most
important cultural center of Astan Quds
Razavi (the library). In other words, the
Astaneh lithographic printing house,
lacking a fixed policy for producing and
publishing works based on the direct
needs of Astan Quds and interacting with
other departments, and due to the lack of
financial support from Astan Quds, did
not have a permanent and specialized
staff. Consequently, this led to reliance on
temporary external patrons and sponsors,
passivity and dynamism in different time
periods, and short-term collaborations by
individuals not committed to the Astan
Quds collection, which significantly
affected the visual quality of the produced
works and addressees’ reception. Despite
being located in the shrine area and
having the potential to meet Astan Quds'
cultural needs, this printing house was
neglected by the custodians of different
eras and only a limited number of
custodians supported its activities. The
Astaneh lithographic printing house was
of very low importance in the cultural
field and the lack of attention to its
financial needs and organization led to
relative stagnation, reduced production,
and ultimately the closure of the printing
house.
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