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Abstract
The diversity of Eastern Iranian textiles in terms of the distinctive patterns and
combinations used in them represents a very rich, complex culture and ancient history.

In the creation of pictures used in the textiles, the elements of the surrounding nature
have not been the main source of inspiration for the creators and artists of the works,
rather, there are beliefs and thoughts that have been passed down from one generation
to the next generation from centuries and millennia ago. In excavations of ancient
artifacts from various cultural regions of Iran, some dating back to prehistoric times,
motifs of anchors have been found that correspond to the designs used in certain
textiles of the nomadic textiles in eastern Iran, such as in Khorasan and ancient Sistan.
The question raised is how this motif found its way into various works of art, including
the weavings of eastern Iran. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to introduce the symbol
of the anchor in the ancient artistic works of cultural Iran and to compare it with
corresponding motifs found in the handwoven textiles of eastern Iran. The nature of
this research is fundamental and descriptive and based on the analysis of documents
and historical data, archeology, symbology and library written sources. The findings
indicate that the anchor motif is an ancient array that has transitioned from ancient
Iranian culture over time and has appeared in various artistic works in simple forms,
combined with other symbols, or the anchor cross, eventually finding its way into
textiles. This transmission could have occurred through the establishment of cultural
relations with civilized lands due to migrations of tribes, trade, conquests, the
promotion of religions, and other factors.
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Introduction

The lands of Sistan and Khorasan were
considered as a part of the Iranian Empire
centuries before the era of the Median
rule. Among the motifs found in the tribal
handwoven textiles of the mentioned
areas, some symbols of the anchor can be
identified. This motif is similar to designs
found in prehistoric rock carvings,
pottery, abstract symbols, Elamite
inscriptions,  tombstone  engravings,
metalwork, coinage, textiles, architecture,
and stucco decorations discovered in the
same regions. These areas maintained
close connections with the sea. In this
regard, we can mention the maritime trade
and the relationship of the people of
Sistan with the Sea of Oman, and the great
skill of the Turkmen tribes living on the
eastern shores of the Caspian Sea in
sailing and fishing. As a result, anchor
motifs appear in these regions and show
strong similarities with the motifs used in
certain tribal weavings from eastern Iran,
such as those from ancient Sistan and
Khorasan. So how did this motif find its
way into various works of art, including
the weavings of eastern Iran? Therefore,
the purpose of this research is to introduce
the anchor as a symbol in ancient artworks
within the broader Iranian cultural sphere
and to compare it with corresponding
motifs found in the handwoven textiles of
eastern Iran. Also, examining the
historical background of the anchor, trace
its incorporation into various ancient
artifacts particularly textiles and to
identify woven works featuring anchor
motifs in these regions, based on a defined
sample population and comparison with
similarly inscribed historical artifacts.

Research Methodology

The nature of this research is qualitative
and is classified as fundamental research.
Based on evidence, documents, and
information obtained from library sources
including books, articles, journals, and
museum resources both domestic and
international as well as online research,
the study has been conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method. Initially,
after introducing the symbolic concept
and presenting the historical background

of the anchor, and by referencing theories
and approaches from the fields of
symbolism and mythology found in
authoritative sources on symbols and
signs, the study seeks to determine which
shapes and signs within ancient artifacts
among those resembling the geometric
form of the anchor correspond with the
anchor symbol. This step is taken to avoid
potential errors in correctly identifying
anchor-related motifs.  Subsequently,
using the same established criteria for
anchor motifs, and considering factors
such as the presence of other design
elements in the textiles, the regional
geography of the weaving communities,
and the sociocultural context of their
environment, a sample set of woven
works featuring the anchor motif has been
identified, categorized, and compiled.

Discussion and Findings
Findings indicate that the anchor motif in
tribal weavings is a decorative element
with a history dating back to four to six
millennia before the birth of Christ, and
that ancient Iran was among the earliest
centers of its emergence. With the advent
of Christianity, this motif was fused with
the symbol of the cross of Jesus Christ
and, over time, made its way into woven
textiles sometimes preserving its original
geometric form and at other times
accompanied by additional decorative
elements through artistic representations.
This transmission may have occurred for
various reasons and through multiple
channels, such as cultural exchanges
between weavers and civilized regions,
the migration of tribes and nomadic
groups, trade, or interethnic and intertribal
interactions.

Conclusions

Motif of anchor is an ornamental symbol
that originated in ancient and prehistoric
times. Like many early symbolic signs, it
initially  carried sacred meanings.
Concepts such as strength, stability,
flexibility, tranquility, loyalty, presence,
and connection to the earth were
associated with it. It can even be inferred
that, based on certain interpreted
meanings and themes, the motif may have
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also emerged as a guardian and protector
of some of the beliefs and spiritual
convictions held by nomadic
communities.

Based on the hypothesis of the existence
of this motif in the woven fabrics of the
ancient Khorasan and Sistan lands in the
territory of cultural Iran, the relationship
between the appearance of this motif in
ancient artifacts and the motifs used in
handwoven fabrics was examined. To
accurately align these motifs with those
observed in the weavings, it was
necessary to go beyond a mere visual
comparison of their outward forms and
consider sociological, historical,
geographical, and cultural contexts of the
local populations. Additionally, aspects
such as beliefs, commercial and tribal
relations, as well as regional and
interregional conflicts were taken into
account. Ultimately,  through a
comprehensive analysis of all symbolic
forms found in various archaeological
artifacts, the anchor motif was categorized
into three main types: simple anchor
designs, composite forms, and the anchor
cross. Accordingly, the nomadic weaver
internalized ancient ritual beliefs rooted in
tangible realities of the world and
transformed them into abstract and
conceptual imagery. The geometric form
of the anchor, influenced by the innate
creativity and aesthetic sensibility of the
weavers, along with the religious and
ritual considerations of the time, was
adorned with decorative elements such as
flowers, leaves, and shrubs. Thus, the
anchor’s hard and rough image was
reimagined into a refined and beautiful
motif within the woven works.
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