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Abstract
Carpet arrays include a diverse collection of plants, animals, human and abstract

motifs. The breadth of plant motifs is greater than other types because its variety
is as wide as the plant motifs found in nature, incorporating abstract plant motifs
and in rotating and broken formats. The types of plant arrays generally include
species like Arabesque, Khatai, flowers and bushes, trees and Golfarang. This
study was conducted with the aim of examining and identifying the types of Shah
Abbasi flowers engraved in Safavid and Qajar carpets and examining their
development in the aforementioned era. Based on this, the main question in this
study is: What are the characteristics of the flowers of Shah Abbasi in Safavid and
Qajar carpets? The research method of this paper is fundamental and in terms of
nature is descriptive and it is descriptive-analytical and comparative in case of
research problem. The method of data collection was document-based. The results
show that the Shah Abbasi Anari flower array was used in carpets of both the
Safavid and Qajar periods as one of the most repetitive motifs. The Shah Abbasi
flowers of the Safavid era are simple and they have less complexity than the Qajar
samples, whereas the Qajar samples are more ornate and with a lot of peeling
inside and around. The details of the Qajar samples are also more prolific and
micro-processed, and the Safavid samples are characterized by their color
selection and the use of distinctive colors. In case of simplicity and decoration,
the Safavid samples can be considered simple and functional, which are far from
complex, but the Qajar samples are more abstract and with shape and form
complexities.
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Introduction

Carpet mapping during the Safavid
period, influenced by other arts such as
calligraphy,  experienced  significant
progress and more diverse patterns and
motifs entered the field of carpet design.
These arrays and patterns were perfected
with diversity and repetition in the
Safavid era and became a criterion for
Carpet Design in later periods. The period
of the re-prosperity of the art of carpet
weaving was formed in the Qajar era,
which, by maintaining the framework and
criteria of carpet design of the Safavid era,
led to the diversity of design and mapping
influenced by the developments of the
time. Plant elements including Arabesque
varieties, Khatai (and Shah Abbasi
flowers), tree and potting elements, and
natural arrays such as florals and natural
flowers, which have marked an endless
variety in the field of design. Based on
this, the main question in this study is:
what are the characteristics of the flowers
of Shah Abbasi engraved in Safavid and
Qajar carpets?

Materials and methods

This research is fundamental, descriptive
in terms of type, and descriptive-
analytical and comparative in terms of
research problem. The data collection
method was documented. The research
community includes 40 samples of
Safavid carpets and 50 samples of Qajar
carpets selected by theoretical saturation
method. This study examines the
emergence and appearance of Shah
Abbasid flowers in Safavid and Qajar
carpets, as well as the matching of the
form and structure of this array.

Discussion and findings

Plant motifs have been used in various
ways in Islamic decorations and arts.
Plant arrays such as Arabesque and
Khatai, although rooted in pre-Islamic art,
led to the growth of non-visual arrays in
the Islamic period with the entry of Islam
into Iran and the limitation that the Sharia
put forward to draw the faces of humans
and animals. The lotus flower was known
as the flower of life or creation in Persian.

For a long time, the Lotus was a symbol
of fertility and a constant desire of
everyone throughout Asia. It was also the
symbol of the sun. In Egypt, it was used
everywhere, and in Assyrian art, it was
one of the most common marginal motifs.
It played a significant role in the designs
of Achaemenid era in both the hemisphere
and the complete in the form of a flower.
The peak of the use of these motifs can be
seen in the arts of the Timurid and Safavid
periods. During the Safavid period, when
carpet products were expanded largely,
this flower was loved by Shah Abbas
therefore it was called Shah Abbasi flower
in that time. The characteristic of the Shah
Abbasi flower is that a distinguished stem
is drawn at the end of the flower and was
drawn with five, seven and sometimes
twelve petals. The role of the Shah Abbasi
flower is taken from the lotus flower and
the pomegranate flower, which has been
prevalent in the art of Iran since ancient
times and has finally become the form of
the Shah Abbasi flower which can be seen
today with great interference and seizure.
The dispersion of this painting in various
forms and ways in the art of Sasanian and
Persian carpeting is such that after the
eight-petals  flower, it should be
considered that it had the most blessed
ancient role in the art of carpeting. It is
worth noting that the flowers of Shah
Abbas mainly emerge in the field of
Khatai motifs. Khatai is like a rope that
these flowers have been tied to it. The
flowers of the Shah Abbas find meaning
with the waves of Khatai and Khatai like
the Arabesque, have their own technical
and visual laws and structures that
obeying and preserving to them brings
beauty, grace, and innovation to these
works. The extention of the use of the
Shah Abbasi flower and the variety of its
design have led to the emergence of
various and numerous decorative motifs,
which have been created as a general
combination of several components. In
case of simplicity or neatness of this array,
Safavid samples are simpler comparing to
Qajar species and have less complexity.
Although Safavid specimens have
numerous attachments and decorations
(depending on the nature of this type of
flower), they visually have less detail than
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Qajar specimens. The Safavid specimens
have also focused solely on combining
and nourishing or connecting several
flowers. But in the Qajar species, in
addition to the methods mentioned, this
array is sometimes considered as a frame
and a carrier for other visual and
decorative elements. This point was later
used by the late innovative designers, and
the Shah Abbasi flowers were also
considered as a frame for images of
buildings or animal and human elements.
In terms of color, the Safavid specimens
also have a certain range of flat and
uniform colors, but the Qajar species also
have shading in addition to the variety of
shades and colors.

Conclusion

The Shah Abbasi flower array is designed
in different eras and in different types of
carpets. In both the Safavid and Qajar
periods, this design was used. In samples
of overall flower design, epidemic
(Vagireh) and tile design, medallion
design-corner, altar shape, garden or
meadow, etc., this array is used as a
secondary element. The Shah Abbasi
Anari flower array has been used in
carpets of both the Safavid and Qajar
periods as one of the most repetitive
motifs. The flowers of the Safavid Shah
Abbasi Anari are simple and with less
complexity than the Qajar samples,
whereas the Qajar samples are more
decorated and with a lot of petticoats
inside and around. Also, the details of
Qajar samples are more elaborate and
meticulous, and the Safavid samples are
characterized by their color selection and
the use of distinctive colors. But, the
Qajar specimens have benefited from a
wider color spectrum.
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