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Abstract

The representation of animals in Iranian works of art has had a valuable place
for a long time, so that even after Islam, despite the restrictions, it has
continued to exist in an innovative way in the construction and decoration of
objects. One of the brilliant fields of animal representation is the Seljuk era
metalwork in the Khorasan region, which is very impressive due to the variety
of animal species and their creative representation. This research was carried
out with the aim of identifying the variety of zoomorphic representation in the
metal containers of Khorasan. The method of this research is descriptive-
analytical and all available samples have been taken into consideration. The
results of the research show four forms of representation: 1-Zoomorphic
illustrations: they are flat pictures that are drawn with different techniques 2-
Zoomorphic reliefs: embossing of animals, especially harpies, lions, hawks,
eagles, and horses, are featured on the body of some dishes. 3-Zoomorphic
accessories: Container accessories in the form of handles, bases, doors, locks,
and gutters, or related to them. 4-Zoomorphic containers: containers that are
designed in the form of an animal organ. Also, the results show that accurate
identification of some animal species is not possible. Therefore, the names of
animals that can be identified to some extent are also given. Real animals
include: lion, cat, lynx, cheetah, cow, goat, rabbit, hound, fox, camel, horse,
deer, gazelle, goose, duck, pigeon, rooster, pheasant, peacock, eagle, hawk,
fish, crab And scorpions and legendary creatures include: harpy, sphinx,
griffin and dragon.
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Introduction

The representation of animals from
ancient times in lranian art has held a
valuable place, so much so that after
Islam, despite restrictions, it continued
with an intelligent approach to its life. The
metal works of Khorasan in the Seljuk era
were rich in imaginative representation of
animals and Kbhorasan's position in
metalworking in this era is so prominent
that it is referred to as the Khorasan school
of metalworking in many studies. These
works have attracted the attention of
famous researchers such as Arthur Pope,
Asadollah Souren Melikian Shirvani,
James Allan, and Rachel Ward. The metal
vessels of this region in the Seljuk era
were very richly decorated, to the extent
that after the Mongol invasion and the
migration of Khorasan metalworkers to
the west, they inspired the schools of
metalworking that followed, especially
the Mosul metalworking. In the formation
of this richness of imagery, the diversity
of animal representations was very
apparent, and the presence of various
species of animals, both real and mythical,
turned these vessels into an attractive field
for researchers to enter the world of
animals.

Materials and Methods

The method used in this research is
practical and the style is descriptive-
analytical. In this study, images and
information of Iranian metal vessels in the
region of Greater Khorasan were
collected from famous museums around
the world, books, and catalogs, and then
classified into eleven main groups based
on their use. This research focuses on
vessels that have wused animal
representation in decoration or overall
form. In the process of collecting images
of vessels, efforts were made to use
various sources to obtain a more complete
picture of the details of the decorations
and the overall form of the vessel.

Discussion and Findings

Animals are represented in four general
forms in the metal vessels of this period,
each of which can be distinguished into
sub-categories: 1. Animal imagery: In this
method of representation, animals are
depicted on various surfaces of vessels in
a two-dimensional form using different
techniques. The delicacy and display of
details in this method have led to a wide
variety of animals being drawn on small
surfaces. These images are sometimes so
delicately executed that they are even
placed as narrow bands on the handle of
some vessels. These animal
representations can be distinguished into
six sub-categories in terms of display: an
animal enclosed in a frame, symmetrical
animals, repeated animals, animals in
celestial towers, animals in the design of
inscription letters, and animals combined
with Islamic patterns. 2. Raised animal
patterns: In this method of representation,
animals are displayed in a raised and
protruding form from the surface of the
vessel. The most striking raised animal
patterns can be seen on cylindrical
beakers and conical candlestick bases.
Animals such as lions, falcons, cows,
horses, and harpies are seen in raised form
on the shoulder, neck, and spout of the
vessels, as well as on the shoulder and
body of the candlesticks of this period. 3.
Animal accessories: These are animal-
shaped volumes that have been combined
and integrated with various parts of a
vessel, such as handles, bases, spouts,
locks, spouts, etc., which can be divided
into two categories. Functional vessel
accessories: Parts of the functional vessel
components such as spouts, bases,
handles, and locks that are made in the
form of animals. For example, the locks of
a chest are made in the form of eagles with
wide wings, or the base of a lamp is
designed in the shape of a cat's
hindquarters. Decorative vessel
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accessories: In this case, animal volumes
do not have a functional aspect but are
connected to the functional parts of the
vessels and decorate them. For example,
on the handles of some vessels, cups, and
lamps, a small bird is perched. Also, on
the domed lids of some cylindrical
incense burners, a dignified and noble
bird is seated. 4. Animal vessels: These
vessels are functional sculptures that are
represented in the form of the body of a
real or mythical animal. The most famous
animal vessels of this period are cat-
shaped incense burners and bird-shaped
vessels.

Conclusion

The results indicate that the representation
of animals in metal vessels of this period
is rich in imagery. Overall, animals are
represented in four main forms in the
metal vessels of Khorasan: animal
imagery, prominent animal roles,
volumetric animal decorations, and
animal vessels. Among these four groups,
animal imagery had the highest number of
animal representations due to its two-
dimensional nature and created the most
diversity in animal representations. In
addition, it is not possible to reach a
complete and accurate result in
determining  animal  species. The
combination of some animal imagery with
arabesques and inscriptions, the display of
ambiguous and abstract elements in some
animal-shaped vessels, and the separation
of inlaid parts in some animal images are
among the most important factors
contributing to the lack of accurate
identification. Therefore, in this study, the
names of animals that were somewhat
recognizable have been added to the list.
The total animals represented in the metal
works of this period can be introduced as
follows: Real animals: lion, cat, black ear,
cheetah, cow, goat, rabbit, hunting dog,
fox, camel, horse, deer, deer, goose, duck,
pigeon, rooster, hoopoe, peacock, eagle,

falcon, fish, lobster, and scorpion.
Mythical animals: harpy, sphinx, griffin,
and dragon.
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