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Abstract

The Timurid era is one of the most important and influential periods in the
history of Iranian architecture. During this period, architecture and its
related decorations evolved and set the pattern for later periods. Schools
held an important position in this era, as it can be said that it was the golden
age of Iranian schools. The Timurid schools in Khorasan include a limited
number of schools, with two valuable schools of this era, Dodar and
Parizad, located near the holy shrine of Imam Reza. Inscriptions have
always been a decorative feature used in Islamic Iranian architecture, with
valuable concepts hidden in their content. In addition to the content of the
inscriptions, their relationship with their placement is also noteworthy. The
aim of this research is to analyze the content used in the inscriptions of
Timurid schools in Mashhad, as well as their placement. Field studies were
conducted for documentation and reading of the inscriptions in the
buildings, and a descriptive-analytical method was used for introducing,
categorizing, and finding relationships among them. The results indicate
that Dodar School has 33 inscriptions and Parizad School has 8
inscriptions in their decorations, with Quranic inscriptions having the
largest share. Moreover, Thuluth script was the most used in calligraphy,
and more use of mosaic tiles was observed. The placement of inscriptions
is mainly in the entrances, iwans, and domes of the schools, with each
placement showcasing a specific theme.
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Introduction

Architecture during the Timurid period in
eastern lIran experienced significant
progress. During this period, Khorasan,
due to the presence of the shrine of Imam
Reza and the Timurid rulers' attention to
the Shia religion, had a special status. For
this reason, it had more progress
compared to other cities, and the Timurid
rulers constructed numerous public
buildings in Khorasan that were
unparalleled in terms of grandeur and
richness of decorations. In this period,
decorations evolved, and all buildings
were adorned. Among the decorations,
inscriptions played an important role in
conveying concepts and had a special
place in Timurid architecture. Among the
buildings of the Timurid era, schools were
of great importance due to their focus on
education. During this period, three
schools, including Balasar, Dowdar, and
Parizad, were built in Mashhad. Balasar
School was destroyed due to the
expansion of the shrine, but Parizad and
Dowdar schools, which were
reconstructed over the years, have
remained to this day and are considered as
some of the most magnificent schools of
the Timurid period. These schools were
built in a four-iwan and domed structure,
with a central courtyard decorated with a
combination of brickwork and various tile
works and designs such as Salimi and
Khatai. The overall structure of the
schools is very similar, with only
differences in the number of halls and
rooms.

Materials and Methods

Given the importance of inscriptions in
schools, the present research seeks to
answer the following questions: What
types of inscriptions are included in the
decorations of Dowdar and Parizad
schools? What themes and content do they
include? And where are the inscriptions of
schools placed in the architectural space

according to their content? To answer
these questions, a descriptive-analytical
and historical research method has been
used. Data collection was done through
historical sources and documents, field
observations, and examination of
inscriptions. Logical reasoning was used
for data analysis. In this research,
focusing on these two Timurid heritage
schools, theoretical foundations of the
research, conditions of Mashhad city
during the Timurid period, architecture
and decorations of the Timurid era, and
the role of inscriptions in the decorations
of this era were extracted and examined.
Then, Dowdar and Parizad schools were
analyzed in detail as research samples by
the researchers. Examination and
interpretation  of inscriptions  were
conducted in person and in the field at the
two schools. The inscriptions of the two
schools were categorized, their types were
mentioned, and their themes and
placement were also discussed. Data
collection was done through documentary
and library studies, as well as field
observations.

Discussion and Finding

Like other buildings of this era, the
schools of Dudar and Parizad have
magnificent decorations, with inscriptions
being among the most prominent of these
decorations. Compared to Parizad School,
Dudar School has more decorations and
inscriptions and is also larger in terms of
area. The initial structures of Parizad and
Dudar Schools were built during the
Timurid era, but they were repaired and
reconstructed during the Safavid era of
Shah Suleiman. For this reason, in Dudar
School, 5 out of 33 inscriptions and in
Parizad School, 1 out of 8 inscriptions
belong to the Safavid period. In the
majority of inscriptions in these schools,
Quranic inscriptions are predominant.
Following that, inscriptions of the
Beautiful Names of Allah and inscriptions
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of Hadiths and historical events are more
numerous. In Quranic inscriptions, Surahs
Bagarah and Aal-e-Imran are most
commonly used, with the theme of
affirming faith in Allah's ownership of all
the earth and heavens.

Conclusion

Textual inscriptions of the Beautiful
Names of Allah and Quranic inscriptions
have played a significant role in the
decorations of Dudar and Parizad
Schools. Surahs Bagarah, Aal-e-Imran,
and Al-Fath are the most commaonly used,
while Surahs An-Naml, Ad-Duha, Al-
Kahf, Al-Fajr, and At-Tin are used to a
similar extent. Inscriptions of the
Beautiful Names of Allah such as "Allah,"
"Muhammad (PBUH)," and "Ali (RA)"
have been extensively used in the
decorations of the schools. Additionally,
phrases like "Hukm Allah,” "Mulk Allah,"
"La ilaha illallah,” and "Muhammad
Rasulullah™ have played a role in the main
inscriptions. In Figure 1, the number and
types of inscriptions in Dudar and Parizad
Schools are categorized. Towards the end
of the Ilkhanid period and the beginning
of the Timurid era, the art of mosaic
tilework with a long history became
prominent. Therefore, most of the
inscriptions in Dudar and Parizad Schools
have been made of mosaic tiles. Apart
from  mosaic  inscriptions,  plaster
inscriptions have also been abundant in
these schools, but stone inscriptions are
limited and only found in the entrance
portal of Dudar School. This is because
finding stone in the region of Khorasan
was difficult. One of the most beautiful
inscriptions in these schools is the seven-
color painted inscription located in the
western dome compartment. Furthermore,
the seven-color inscription adds to the
grandeur of the dome's facade. Regarding
the type of script used in the inscriptions,
it can be stated that Thuluth script, with
Quranic and historical themes, has been

most commonly used in the inscriptions of
the schools. Following that, Kufic and
Kufic brick scripts have been the most
widely used scripts, mainly employed on
the facades of the schools and inside the
iwans.
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